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REAGAN _ INAUGURAL ADDRESS GUIDE TO RENEWED U.S. MIGHT 


OW251159 Taipei International Service in English 0100 GMT 24 Jan 81 
[Station commentary: “Reagan's Inaugural Address" ] 


[Text] President Reagan devoted the greatest part of his inaugural address to U.S. 
economic difficulties and how he proposes to overcome them. That reflects his down-tc- 
earth approach. But the 40th president of the United States also revealed himself as 
an inspiring visionary by calling for (?energetic) national renewal. 


For all their troubles experienced during the past decade, the American people have no 
reason to despair. As their new President pointed out, they have every right to dream 
heroic dreams. 


Within less than two centuries the United States was able to rise from the status of a 
colony to the richest and most powerful nation in the world. It was a veritable modern 
Roman Empire at the end of World War II. The United States lost its leading position 
only because the American people themselves voluntarily abdicted their world leadership. 
And their economic troubles came largely from their attaching too much importance to 
creature comfort at the expense of their ancestors’ pioneer spirit. 


Yes, the United States of America can be made great again if the American people heed 
President Reagan's cail for renewal of the American determination, courage and strength. 


The decline of the U.S. position is due mainly to the decline of its military strength 
and the unwillingness to use its military clout to achieve its goals. President Reagan 
understands that. So he pledged to maintain sufficient strength (?that) can prevail 
if need be, knowing that if they do so they have the best chance of not having to use 
that streugth. 


The President's affirmation to strengthen historical ties with Ameiica's allies is a 
great assurance to those countries which still look to the United States as their leaders. 
Countries like the Republic of China need not fear of more U.S. betrayals under the new 
U.S. President for he assured them that loyalty will be matched with loyalty. America's 
allies also welcome President Reagan's assurance for mutually beneficial relations and 
his promise that the United States will not use (?its) friendship to impose on their 
sovereignty. 


Reagan also delivered a nonprovocative but clear message to America's adversaries and 
potential enemies by telling them that while valuing peace the American people will not 
surrender first. 


If the American people can answer the call of their new President, the United States will 
certainly recapture its former glory at the end of the Reagan administration. 


IRANIAN KIDNAPPERS SHOULD NOT BE REWARDED 


OW251355 Taipei International Service in English 0100 GMT 25 Jan 81 
[Station ccamentary: "Kidnappers Should Not Be Kewarded"] 


[Text] The new American administration of President Ronald Reagan has refused to commit 
itself to fulfill the terms reached between the Carter government and Iran. Does this 
constitute a breach of contract? The answer is a definitive ‘no.' 


The United States has every reason to withhold the remaining portion of the ransom it 
had agreed to pay for the hostages’ freedom. The reason is very simple. Fifty-two 
American diplomatic personnel were in Iranian hands when the former U.S. Government 
negotiated with Tehran for their release. The Iranians had threatened to put them on 
trial as spies. Under the circumstances the United Staces Government had no alternative 
aside from accepting the Iranian terms. The lives of the hostages were at stake. 
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One might accuse the United States of deception for making promises it has no intention 
to honor. But in dealing with kidnappers such a deception is justified. Whcever 
has blamed the police for tricking a gangster into their dragnet? 


Now that the hostages are free it makes no sense for the United States to honor the terms 
reached during the negotiations. Otherwise, it would be tantamount to rewarcing kidnap- 
ping. Besides, the United States has to consider the safety of its foreign scrvice per- 
sonnel in the future. If the Iranians got all the ransom they have demanded for the 
release of the hostages, there will certainly be imitators in other parts of the world 

in the future. By denying the Iranians the price they had expected, the United States 
would be sending out clear message that crime does not pay. This will discourage others 
from following the Iranian example. 


The Ayatollah Khomeyni will be hopping mad of course, but let him be. He and his fanatic 
followers are leading Iran to destruction. The sooner they are overthrown the better it 
will be for the future of iran and for the rest of the world. 


Sober-minded Iranians have already begun to see the peril the Avatollah has brought upon 
their nation. They surely welcome any external assistance that will enable them to save 
their country before it is too late. If the United States provides the Iranians with the 
assistance, it would be welcomed not « ly by Khomeyni's opponents inside Iran but also by 
the followers of the late shah. By helping the Iranians restore sanity in their govern- 
ment, the United States will endear itself tc patriotic Iranians and thus regain its 
prestige in the country. 


PREMIER TALKS TO NEWLY-ELECTED PARLIAMENTARIANS 


0W240329 Taipei CNA in English 0241 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Taipei, 24 Jan (CNA)--The newly-elected parliamentarians Friday received their 
certificates of recognition at a ceremony held at the Taipei city hall with Caiu Chuang- 
huan, minister of the interior and concurrently chairman of the Central Election Com- 
mittee, presiding. Minister Chiu said the implementation of democracy and constitutional 
government is the life wishes of the late President Chiang Kai-shek. 


A total of 205 new legislators, national assemblymen and members of the Control Yuan 
will start exercising their duty Feb l. 


Speaking at the ceremony, Premier Sun Yun-hsuan first congratulated the parliamentarians 
for their election to represent the people in the three branches of the parliament. He 
called on them to support the government in carrying out the political reforms and 
strengthening the function of the Constitution in order to accomplish the task of national 
recovery. Despite various difficulties, he said, the government has not shied away from 
holding the supplementary parliamentary elections with a view to glorifying the consti- 
tutional democracy. The premier highly praised the success of the elections which were 
held under the principles of fairness, justice and openness. He then expressed the hope 
that the parliamentarians will assist the government in making moreprogress, and creat- 
ing a even brighter future for the nation. 


BRIEFS 


VIETNAMESE REFUGEES--Taipei, 23 Jan (CNA)--A China Airlines Boeing-707 with 151 Overseas 
Chinese refugees on board arrived at the Chiang Kai-shek International Airport early 
Friday morning. The refugees, all Vietnamese-Chinese, left Saigon Thursday afternoon for 
Bangkok on board Air France. At the Bangkok airport they were picked up by the China 
Airlines [CAL] craft under the arrangement of the Republic of China government for 
resettlement on the free land. Most of the refugees have relatives residing in the ROC, 
an official of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Commission said. [Taipei CNA in English 

1448 GMT 23 Jan 81 OW] 
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ITO, MANSFIELD DISCUSS ASEAN, SUZUKI VISIT 


0W240354 Tokyo KYODO in English 0423 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 24 Jan (KYODO)--Foreign Minister Masayoshi Ito and U.S. Ambassador Mike Mansfield 
agreed Saturday on materialization of a visit to Washington of Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki 

at an early date. In a meeting with Mansfield at the Foreign Ministry, Ito promised to 

inform the U.S. when Suzuki will be able to visit Washington after studying details of 
deliberations at the Diet, officials said. The Diet is to reopen Monday for a session until 
May 28 after the customary vearend and New Year recess. 


The meeting between Ito and Mansfield, which lasted more than an hour, was the first to be 
held between the two after President Ronald Reagan assumed office on Tuesday. The officials 
said Ito explained to the ambassador the results of the recent tour by Suzuki of the five 
member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). They said he 

told Mansfield that ASEAN countries were harboring apprehensions that U.S was showing less 
concern toward the ASEAN. He requested that the U.S. send Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
to the expanded conference of ASEAN foreigr ministers scheduled to be held in Manila in June. 


Besides discussing Suzuki's projected trip to Washiagton and the prime minister's recent 

tour of ASEAN member countries, Ito and Mansfield took up the recent international situation, 
including the release of the American hostages of Ira. and the visit to the U.S. of South 
Korean President Chon Tu-hwan. The officials said Ito told Mansfield thac he as well as 

the prime minister wanted to visit the U.S. at an early date and proposed that adjustments 

be made by the two countries on the concrete schedule for the visits after studying develop- 
ments in the Diet. They said Mansfield hoped that the U.S. be informed on the schedule 
desired by Japan as soon as possible. 


Based on results on the trip t« ASEAN member countries made by Suzuli, Ito explained to 
Mansfield that there were some ASEAN Countries which feared that the U.S. will tend toward 
protectionism. 


On reports that China had criticized the invitation sent to Taiwanese representatives to 
attend the inaugural ceremony of President Reagan, Mansfield told Ito he has heard that the 
forma! invitation had been sent only to the Chinese ambassador in Washington and that the 
invitation to the Taiwanese represenatives was an informal one. 


On the visit to be made to Washington on February 2 by South Korean President Chon, Mansfield 
is reported to have said the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo was not informed in advance on the matter. 
Officials said the decision of the South Korean Government to commute the death sentence 

of dissident leacer Kim Tae-chung was not taken up at the meeting. 


They also said the problem o* Japan's defense expenditures also was not discussed. 


SUZUKI-CHON SUMMIT SOUGHT; CHON DECLINES 


Miyazawa on Visit Proposal 
0W240409 Tokyo KYODO in English 0359 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 24 Jan (KYODO)--Japan has begun consultations with the South Korea on arrange- 
ments fora summit conference between Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki and South Korean President 
Chon Tu-hwan around February 6, Chief Cabinet Secretary Kiichi Miyazawa disclosed Saturday. 
Speaking to newsmen, he said the South Korean Government has not yet formally proposed such 
a meeting, but has inquired about Prime Minister Suzuki's schedule around the end of the 
first week of February, when President Chon is expected to be returning home from a visit 

to the United States to confer with President Ronald Reagan. 
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Miyazawa said it would be possible to hold a Japan-South Korea summit conference if 
President Chon can stop off in Tokyo on his way home from Washington. 


The chief Cabinet secretary added that the summit conference will be held at night, to 
be followed by a dinner party, as Prime Minister Suzuki in early February will be busy 
during the daytime answering interpellations at the lower house Budget Committee. 


Because Chon has spared the life of jailed South Korean political u.ssident Kim 
Tae-chung, the government is strongly inclined to seize the chance for eliminating anv 
lingering ili feeling between Jzoan and South Korea, informed sources said. Thev said 
the government is also planning to propose such steps as granting of ven loans to South 
Korea and the holding of a regular Japan-South Korea ministerial conference. 


No summit conference has been held between Japan and South Korea since 1974, when then 
Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka visited Seoul and conferred with President Pak Chong-hui. 


Ito, Suzuki on Regrets 
OW260533 Tokyo KYODO in English 0512 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 26 Jan (KYODO)--South Korean President Chon Tu-hwan has given up his 
plan to visit Japan en route home from Washington next week because of the presidential 
election scheduled for February 25, Foreign Minister Masayoshi Ito said Monday. 


The Seoul government had informally asked if Chon could make a stopover in Tokyo on 
February 6 or 7 on his wav back home from a meeting with U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
in Washington. The Tokyo Government said Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki will be busy at 
the time with Diet committee meetings to discuss the 198] budget draft. 


Ito was quoted as telling a Cabinet meeting that President Chon preferred not to stay 
out of the country for long because of the presidential election. Chon, running on 
the ticket of the newlv formed Democratic Justice Party, is sure to win the race for 
the sever-vear, single-term presidency. 


Ito said speculation that Chon might visit Tokyo was raised last week when South 
Korean Foreign Minister No Sin-vong asked Japanese Ambassador Ryozo Sunobe about 
Suzuki's schedule for the latter part of next week. “It was not an official inquiry,' 
Ito was quoted as saving. 


Suzuki later said: "They (South Koreans) first wanted a meeting and I said I'm ready 
to see President Chon. Now, they ask me to forget about it because of his schedule." 
"I've told them he can come to Japan anvtime. I don't think I've done anything to 
offend him,” Suzuki told reporters. 


BUSINESS LEADERS PREDICT RETURN TO NORMAL ROK TRADE 


OW240201 Tokyo KYODO in English 0149 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 24 Jan (KYODO)--The Japanese business community is reacting favorably 
to the South Korean decision to commute Kim Tae-chung's death sentence, expecting 
trade between the two courtries will soon return to normal. Many business leaders 
share the view that the decision has cleared a thorny political issue and an obstacle 
in the way for improving trade relations between Seoul and Tokvo. 


There are indications the Japanese Government's long-overdue decision is finally on 
the way to grant yen 19 billion (about $95 million) in credits to South Korea for the 
current fiscal vear ending next month. The government is also expected to give the 
go-ahead soon for emergency rice shipments to South Korea. 
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Trading and other companies have begun preparing for resumption of trade negotiations with 
the South Koreans amid growing signs the international situation around the country is 
turning around for the better. 


Mitsui and Co President Toshikuni Yahiro praised the South Korean Government's decision, 
which he said will at least help keep the South Korean economy from aggravating further. 
The South Korean economy posted subzero growth last year for the first time in 16 years, 
due largely to a slowdown in export earnings. The export-oriented economy was hard hit 

by the second oil crisis-induced global recession, sharp runups in prices for imported 

raw materials, surging wages and price inflation. The international dispute over the trial 
of the leading South Korean dissident also added to the economic woes. The dispute scut- 
tled South Korean attempts to raise funds in overseas money markets. 


Mirroring the troubled South Korean economy, both exports to and imports from Japan 
suffered their first setback in five years last year, prompting some Japanese companies 
to pull out of the South Korean market. 


LABOR UNIONS CALL STRIKES TO URGE KIM RELEASE 


OW240057 Tokyo KYODO in English 0051 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 24 Jan (KYODO)--Labor unions in the country conducted strikes for limited 
duration and rallies Saturday to demand early release of South Korean dissident Kim Tae- 
chung. The All-Japan Harbor Workers" Union (Zeakowan), which boycotted the working of 
South Korean ships last December, held rallies for 10 minutes or more in the morning at 
68 ports in the nation, including Niigata, Osaka and Kammon (Shimonoseki-Moji) ports. 
Member unions of the All-Japan Prefectural and Municipal Workers’ Unions (Jichiro) staged 
a 10-minute strike from 9 am 


FIRST GOODS ARRIVE UNDER JAPAN-PRK TRADE CONTRACT 


0W260347 Tokyo KYODO in English 0337 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 26 Jan (KYODO)--Japan and Kampuchea resumed trade for the first time in 

six years when commodities under the first contract approved by the Heng Samrin regime 
arrived in Kobe port last week, it was disclosed Monday. More than 200 tons of kapok, 

a semi-finished textile similar to cotton for use in pillows and cushions, arrived at 

the port on board a Soviet ship, according to the Japan-Kampuchea Trade Association. The 
trade also represented the first deal on a pri.ate level of Kampuchea under the Heng Samrin 
regime. 


The association sent a trade delegation led by Association President Koshiro Iwai to 
Kampuchea last August and exchanged a memorandum on trade with Kampexim, Kampuchea's 
export and import corporation affiliated with the Kampuchean Ministry of Trade. Under the 
memorandum, the Japanese association and Kampexim will represent the traders of each nation. 
The Japanese association is made up of 20 trading houses. 


Iwai was quoted as saying that Kampuchea is now undergoing rapid economic recovery and 
further deals can be expected. The association plans to import some 1,000 tons of kapok 
within this fiscal year and is now sounding out Kampuchea on possible Japanese imports 
of high-quality lumber, natural rubber, aloes-wood, coffee and various beans. In return, 
the association plans to export machinery parts and textile raw materials to Kampuchea. 


Although the latest deal was quoted in West German marks, the deal would be a barter trade 
since Kampuchea is suffering from a foreign currency shortage. 
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AUSTRALIA'S ANTHONY ON INVESTMENT RULES, COAL PRICE 


OW231548 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1230 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] The deputy prime minister, Mr Anthony, has rejected Japanese requests for 
easier investment rules for Australian energy and resources projects. Speaking in 
Tokyo, Mr Anthony said there was no change in the federal government's policy of main- 
taining Australian control of resources developmen=. Mr Anthony, who is also trade and 
resources minister, said there seemed to be the mistaken view in Japan that Australia 
would relax its foreign investment rules in its liast> to develop its resources. 


The deputy prime minister also said his government would back Australian coal producers 
now negotiating a 40-percent price rise with Japanese steel mills which buy their coal. 
Mr Anchony said he would express the governmert's support for the rise when he meets 
officials from the steel mills on Monday. 


Mr Anthony earlier attended the final session of the 6th Australian-Japan minis*terial 
meeting at which Australia asked for fair treatment from Japan in case of a downturn in 
the world steel market. 


REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF IRAQ'S DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 


Talks With Ito 
JN231555 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1530 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 23 Jan (INA)--Official Iraqi-Japanese talks began here today headed by 
Taha Yasin Ramadan, Revolution Command Council member and first deputy prime minister, 
and Japanese Foreign Minister Masayoshi Ito. The two sides reviewed Iraqi-Japanese 
relations and exchanged viewpoints on current Arab and international issues and the 
Iraqi-Iranian conflict. Ramadan asserted Iraq's positive disposition toward the 
efforts to stop the fighting should the Iranian side recognize Iraq's historical and 
legitimate rights to its land and waters. The Japanese side expressed full satisfac- 
tion with Iraq's response to efforts by the United Nations and other international 
yodies to stop the fighting with Iran. 


Departure, Press Release 
0W241313 Tokyo KYODO in English 1227 GMT 24 Jan 81 


{Text} Tokyo, 24 Jan (KYODO)--Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki, Saturday told visiting 
Iraqi First Deputy Prime Minister Taha Yasin Ramadan that Japanese enterprises would 
reopen construction work in Iraq when the Iran-Iraq war becomes calm. Suzuki made the 
remark when Ramadan asked for the promotion of Japan's economic cooperation with Iraq 
in a luncheon meeting held at the prime minister's official residence here. 


Ramadan reportedly explained Iraq's basic position, saying that his country would sit 
down at the negotiating table without any condition on the war and that it was ready to 
accept a third party's mediation effort. He also sought Japan's understanding of 
Iraq's basic position. 


Suzuki reaffirmed Japan's neutral and nonintervention stance toward the Iran-Iraq war 
and hoped that the fighting would end as soon as possible. Suzuki also told Ramadan 

that Japan would miintain and strengthen friendly relations with Iraq irrespective of 
the war. 


Ramadan invited Suzuki to visit Iraq and the prime minister expressed the hope to 
visiting the country when he finds an opportunity. Suzuki also promised Ramadan that 
he would convey a message addressed to the emperor from Iraq President Saddam Husayn. 
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Ramadan left Tokyv by special plane at 7:20 p.m. 


A joint press release issued at the conclusion of his visit said that Suzuki and the 
deputy prime minister agreed that the two nations should strengthen bilateral relatiuns 
on the basis of the principle of respect for sovereignty, noninterference in internal 
affairs and mutual interests. They also agreed that the relations between the two 
countries be strengthened at a private level. 


The press statement said Suzuki expressed his support for all international efforts for 

an early and fair settlement of the Iraq-Iran war. Ramadan, it added, stressed recogni- 
tion by others of Iraq's good neighborly and coexistence principle as well as Iraq's legal 
right and sovereignty over its territory and territorial waters. Suzuki exp!ained to 
Kamadan Japan's policy of not taking side with either party in the Iraq-Iran fighting. 


Ramadan expressed satisfaction with progress made in the field of transferring advanced 
technology to Iraq during his stay in Japan. 


He also said Iraq would always pay favorable attention to Japan concerning crude demand. 
Furth. on Press Release 
JN251129 Baghdad INA in Aravic 0945 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Baghdad, 25 Jan (INA)--Iraq aid Japan have agreed on strengthening and developing 
the ties of friendship between the twc countries and peoples on the basis of the principle 
of respect for sovereignty, noninterference in internal affairs and mutual benefits. 


In a pres statement issued in Baghdad and Tokyo today at the conclusion of the visit 
to Japan by Taha Yasin Ramadan, Revolution Command Council member and deputy prime 
minister, the two countries expressed satisfaction with the development of ecoaomic 
relations between them. 


The statement says that the deputy prime minister's talks with the Japanese officials 
were held in a frank atmosphere and dealt with bilateral relations as well as issues 
of mutual concern. The statement also says that the deputy prime minister explained 
the developments in the Gulf area, especially the situation resulting from the Iraqi- 
Iranian conflict. He outlined the background of this conflict and Iraq's position, 
stressing the principles of good neighborliness and coexistence and Iraq's legitimate 
rights to and sovereignty over its territories and waters. 


Japanese Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki expressed his country's sincere hope that the 
fighting between Iraq and Iran would end as soon as possible. He also expressed Japan's 
readiness to back al! international efforts to achieve a cease-fire and reach a just 
solution to the conflict. Suzuki reaffirmed the importance of avoiding interference 

by any third party. 


The statement says that the leaders of the two sides exchanged views on ways and means 
to increase trade and develop economic and technical cooperation between the two 
countries. They also discussed all possible means to expedite the completion of the 
Iraqi industrial and development projects in which Japanese companies are participating. 
The two sides expressed the view that the third session of the Joint Iraqi-Japanese 
Committee held in Tokyo has achieved its objective and has contributed to the 
development of economic relations between the two countries. 


The Iraqi deputy prime minister expressed his satisfaction with the progress made by Iraq 
and Japanese enterprises in transferring technology to Iraq and on the arrangements made 
for this purpose during his stay in Japan. 
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The Japanese prime minister expressed his appreciation for Iraq's efforts in insuring a 
continuous oil supply to Japan. The Iraqi deputy prime minister asserted that the 
Iraqi Government will always give special attention to Japan's needs. 


Taha Yasin Ramadan -sxteaded an invitation to Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki to visit Iraq. 
The invitation was accepted with pleasure. The date of the visit will be fixed later. 


MITI REPORTS SAG IN CRUDE OIL IMPORTS SINCE i979 


OW240315 Tokyo KYODO in English 0228 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo,24 Jan (KYODO)--Japan's crude oil imports last year sagged 8.4 percent 
from the previous year--the heaviest percentage decline in recent years, according to 
the Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI) said. Preliminary figures 
published by MITI showed that crude oil imports during 1980 totaled 256.83 million 
kiloliters. 


The ministry attributed the decline chiefly to stepped-u, energy conserwaticn efforts, 
further efforts by industries to use coal as a substitute for oil and sluggish demand 
for oil due to the cold summer and the recession. MITI said it was the first time in 
recent years for crude oil imports by Japan, known for its relatively high economic 
growth, to show such a sharp decline from the previous year. 


Saudi Arabia was the foremost supplier of crude oil to Japan, with supplies accounting 
for 31.6 percent of the country’s total crude oil imports in the past vear, up 3.2 
percent from the previous year. Next came Indonesia with a 14.3 percent share, 
followed by the United Arab Emirates with 13.7 percent. 


Japan's rate of dependence on Iran was only 6.1 percent, down 3.8 percent. Imports 
from Iran came to a halt in April. The country’s dependence on Iraq increased to 
7.4 percent from the previous year's 5.4 percent. The effects of the suspension of 
oil supplies by Iraq due to its war against Iran began appearing in November, the 
ministry said. 


Japan's output of fuel oil during the past year totaled 217.56 million kiloliters, down 
7.3 percent from the 1979 level. The output of all types of fuel oil except jet fuel 
and diesel oil fell below the previovs year's figures. The output of C-type residual 
fuel for electric power generation, in particular, was down 11.1 percent. Crude oil 
imports during December totaled 22.71 million kiloliters, down 5.6 percent from the 
corresponding month the previous year. 


Imports from Saudi Arabia recorded a sharp 45.6 percent increase from the vear before. 
Saudi Arabia increased its oil supplies to Japan to cover the decline in Japan's oil 


imports as a result of the suspension of crude supplies by Iraq, 2t war with Iran. 


ARABIAN OIL COMPANY ANNOUNCES PRICE HIKE 


0W241319 Tokyo KYODO in English 0901 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 24 Jan (KYODO)--Arabian Oil Co has notified Japanese oil distributors 
of crude oil price hike of some $2.8 per barrel, retroactive to last April, according 
tc industry sources. The notification was believed to follow Saudi Arabia's 
retroactive additional charge on oil supplied to the Japanese oil developer which owns 
oil concessions in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and engages in mining at Khafji oil field 
and other places, the sources said. Arabiar oil officfils declined to comment on the 
report. The comp2ny caised crude price by $4 to $35-36 on January 1. 
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USSR OFFICIAL: MOVE FAST FOR ‘SLICE OF BUSINESS‘ 


OW250828 Tokyo KYODO in English 0747 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Tokyo, 25 Jan (KYODO)--A senior Soviet official has urged Japan to move quickly 
so as not to lose potentially lucrative business opportunities in pipeline construction 
and other Soviet prcjects. Foreign Trade Vice Minister Vladimir N. Sushkov told KYODO 
prior to his departure for home Saturday that time is running out. Japanese steel and 
machinery companies still stand good chances of obtaining a substantia] slice of the 
business for construction of a natural gas pipeline, he said, adding, however, the 
chances hinge on whether the Japenese can commit themselves to the project in time. 


The Yamburg project, which Sushkov called one of the largest included in the new Soviet 
five-year development program starting this year, calls for construction of a 4,800-kilo- 
meter pipeline to move natural gas from Ob River basin deposits in western Siberia to 
Moscow and then to West European countries. Late last year, another Soviet foreign 
trade vice minister, Viktor M, Ivanov, visited Tokyo reportedly seeking $3 billion in 
credits for the project, estimated to cost $il billion. But he failed to win a firm 
commitment from the Japanese Government. 


Sushkov came to Tokyo January 12 for talks with Japanese industry leaders, primarily 
on development of oil and nat'~' eas off Sakhalin. Siberian development plans are 


worked out on the basis of © ‘et Union's own projected capability and do not 
preclude but rather count ©: mu.v.iiiy beneficial economic cooperation with other 
nations, including Japan, shko”. said. As new projects awaitirg such collaboration, 
he cited development of fo . sources in the Soviet Far East and along the 


Baykal-Amur Railway, paper-puip projects and expansion of Vostochnaya port near Nakhodka. 
He said these projects were taken up for discussion at the eigth joint economic committee 
meeting held in Tokyo earlier this month along with longer-1ange cooperation such as 
construction of an integrated steel mill and development of copper and asbestos mines. 

He also pointed to development of the South Yakutsk coal mine and exploration for oil 
and natural gas off Sakhalin, calling them major showc’:se programs for collaboration 
between the two countries. 


Sushkov hinted that a broad agreement had been reached on a timetable and volume for 
Sakhalin oil and natural gas shipments to Japan. He said the Soviet Union is ready to 
provide Japan arnually with more than 100 million tons (110 million to 120 million 
kiloliters) of crude oil and 5 billion cubic meters of natural gas for 20 years, beginning 
in 1988. Sushkov, however, declined to go into detail on his discussions with officials 
of Sakhalin Oil Development Cooperation Co, in which the Japan National Oil Corporati n 
has a 42.8 percent stake. Key topics for discussion are believed to have included the 
mode of transportation of natural gas--a choice between a pipeline and liquefied natural 
gas carriers. 


Sushkov said both sides have indicated willingness to conclude long-term contracts. 


BRIEFS 


EAST EUROPE INDUSTRIAL COPPERATION--Tokyo, 23 Jan (KYODO)--A seminar on industrial 
cooperation becween Japan and East Eurcpean countries in third-country markets will be 
held in Tokyo February 2-5, the Foreign Ministry announced Friday. The seminar is 
designed to deepen mutual understanding of the basic positions of both sides concerning 
industrial cooperation in third-country markets, the ministry said. Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary, Poland and Romania will take part in the seminar. 
{TExt] [Tokyo KYODO in English 0744 GMT 23 Jan 81 OW] 


Ee  ———————————— 
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FURTHER CRITICISM OF CHON'S OFFER FOR VISITS 


NODONG SINMUN 23 Jan 
SK231613 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1539 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Pyongyang, 23 Jan ‘KCNA)--NODONG SINMUN todav carries a signed article headlined 
“Truculent Murderer Who Drenched Southern Land Witl: Blood" in connection with the call of 
traitor Chon Tu-hwan for "Mutual visits of the supreme chiefs of the North and South Korean 
authorities" which does not become him. 


The article says: Traitor Chon Tu-hwan has committed too shocking crimes before the times 
and history to talk about “peaceful unification" and “mutual visits." He is the chieftain 
of murderers and heinous butcher of the nation who drenched the sacred soil with the blood 
of people and lorded it over as a military ruler on the graves of people. His murder of 
fellow countrymen is unprecedented in its brutality and cruelty, ferocity and viciousness, 
He is the murderer who brutally killed thousandsc* guiltless citizens in Kwangju alone. 


Noting that the struggle of the Kwangju people was a patriotic struygle which reflected the 
earnest desire of the South Korean people for democracy and reunification, the article says: 
Nevertheless, traitor Chon Tu-hwan hurled tens of thousands of puppet army paratroopers 

and a large number of tanks, guns, armored cars of an armored division and even missiles 
into the slaughter operation against the Kwangju citizens. The feasts showered bullets on 
demonstrators, bayoneted them, ran caterpillar tanks over them, burned them, buried them 
alive and dragged out patients who had undergone operations and trampled them down to death. 
Having committed a most barbaric massacre of fellow countrymen unprecedented in history, 

the Chon Tu-hwan group launched a campaign of wholesale arrests, throwing behind bars parti- 
cipants in the resistance and students and democratic figures under the pretest of “clear-up 
of social evils" and "restoration of democratic order." 


Traitor Chon Tu--hwan arrested Kim Tae-chun and other democrats for demanding democracy in 
society and national reunification and brutually tortured them before referring them to 
illegal murderous trials. Moreover, the military fascist clique purged a large number of 
politicians and “government officials" under the pretext of “purification of society" to 
get rid of politicai adversaries. 


With this record of towering crimes behind him, traitor Chon Tu-hwan cannot convince people 
with any amount of flowery words, the article declares, and continues: The so-called 
"proposal" brought forward by traitor Chon Tu-hwan is nothing but a foolish burlesque 
designed to whitewash his ug]v nation-splitist colour aniraise the price of his body with 
the “presidential election" at hand. No matter how fratically traitor Chon Tu-hwan may 
brandish the bayonet, he has not manv days to survive, the article declares, and says: 

Only the road to grave is open to t. itor Chon Tu-hwan, the murderer whose hands are 
smeared with the blood of the people. 


NODONG SINMUN 25 Jan 
SK250927 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0852 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Pyongyang, 25 Jan (KCNA)--NODONG SINMUN January 25 carries a signed article head- 
lined “Despicable Anti-Communist Maniac Seeking Only Confrontation" in connection with the 
fact that this traitor recently brought forward an unbecoming proposal on “Mutual visits 
of the supreme chiefs of the North and South Korean authorities." 
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The article says: As long as the South Korean military fascists are frantically kicking 
up the anti-communist racket, crying for prevailing over and vanquishing communism and 

and inciting North-South confrontation, no matter how many times we may meet them, it will 
never be conducive to the solution of the question of national reunification. 

Noting that since traitor Chon Tu-hwan proposed “mutual visits," ‘sis clique has more 
viciously intensified the anti-communist confrontation, the article gves on: 


Nothing can veil the crimes of the Chon Tu-hwan-led traitors who have systematically laid 
hurdles on the road to reunification, ceaselessly kicking up the anti-communist row and 
stepping up war manoeuvres, while pursuing the line of confrontation with us. 


After the “yusin" dictator was got rid of, the Chon Tu-hwan-bossed military fascists 
usurped power at the point of the bayonet with the backing of the U.S. imperialists and 
mounted a most brutal fascist offensive against the people and, at the same time, stepped 
up as never before the confrontation, putting up the anti-communist argument that thev 
“cannot co-exist with communists." They invoked the “anti-communist law" to put down 

all the anti-"government" tendencies by connecting them with us. Clear proof of this is 
that they maliciouslv described the activity of Kim Tae-chung and other democratic 
figures for democracy and national reunification as one “manipulated by us behind the 
scene" and suppressed them on the rigged-up charges of “plotting for a rebellion" and 
violating the “anti-communist law." Along with this, the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique 

has used anti-communism as a means of “justifying” the military fascist dictatorial svstem, 
raving that the "emergency martial law" was proclaimed to prevent South Korea from being 
"socialized" and “communized." 


Recalling that the anti-communist schemes of the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique have been 
further intensified in combination with the moves to incite a war psychosis in particular, 
the article remarks: 


They have missed no chance to cry for prevailing over and destroying communism and 

clamoured that “unification" must be achieved by "prevailing over and destroying communism.” 
The policy of anti-communist confrontation is linked with the moves for a war and is a 
prelude to the prevocation of a war. 


The Chon Tu-hwan military fascist clique is further hastening war preparations under the 
pretext of non-existent "threat of southward invasion." Pointing to the fact that while 
“fostering” the munitions industry, building and expanding military bases and installations 
on an extensive scale and introducing large quantities of destructive weapons and combat 
equipment from abroad, the military fascists staged grave military provocations and war 
exercises against the northern half of the DPRK in the sky and on the land and the sea, 

the article says: They are going to stage soon together with the U.S. imperialists a large- 
scale war game codenamed "Team Spirit-81" against us. 


The article continues: Due to the reckless anti-communist confrontation and war manoeuvres 
of the Chon Tu-hwan military fascist clique, the mistrust and confrontation within the 
nation have deepened, a great obstacle has been laid in the way of the independent and 
peaceful reunification of the country and the danger of permanent division is growing 

with each passing day. 


What the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique is seeking through the anti-communist confrontation and 
war manoeuvres against us is clear. By aggravating the North-South relations and laying 

a stumbling block on the road to national reunification, they attempt to carry into practice 
their plot for a permanent division of the nation and realize their wild ambition for long- 
term office. 
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Stressing that anti-communist confrontation is incompatible with reunification, the 

article declares: 

With anyone who does not seek fascism, division and anti-communist confrontation or rely 

on vutside forces we will have a dialogue for reunification without hindrance, irrespective 

of his idea and ideology, to open up the road to reunification through collaboration and urity. 


COMMUTATION OF KIM TAE-CHUNG SENTENCE CONDEMNED 


KCNA Reaction 
SK240414 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0405 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Pyongyang, 24 Jan (KCNA)--The Chon Tu-hwan military hooligans on January 23 
confirmed life imprisonment on democratic figure Kim Tae-chung, according to a report. 


Yesterday the fascist clique turned down the appeal of Kim Tae-chung at the puppet supreme 
court and passed a death sentence on him. But, seized with uneasiness under public fire 
at home and abroad, the fascist clique held a puppet cabinet meeting and commuted the 
death sentence passed upon Kim Tae-chung at the "supreme court" to life imprisonment. 

The fascist clique also reduced the prison terms on eleven other personages, codefendants 
of Kim Tae-chung, to 5-15 years. 


The fascist hangmen took such steps, yielding to the pressure of public opinion at home 
and abroad asserting the innocence of Kim Tae-chung and demanding his prompt release. 
Traitor Chon Tu-hwan cannot tone down the world peoples’ voices of protest or deceive 
anyone with the mere reduction of the penalty on Kim Tae-chung to life imprisonment. 


The Chon Tu-hwan fascist rogues must withdraw at once the illegal penalties and uncondi- 
tionally and immediately release Kim Tae-chung and other personages, as demanded by our 
people and the world people. 


VRPR Commentary 


SK241414 (Clandestine) Voice of the Revolutionary Party for Reunification in Korean 
to South Korea 1000 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Station commentary ] 


[Text] The Chon Tu-hwan clique which, against the demands of public opinion at home 

and abroad, unlawfully tried Kim Tae-chung and the other democratic figures, announced 

23 January that the Cabinet had decided to commute to life imprisonment the death sentence 
handed down on Kim and confirmed by the Supreme Court and reduce the sentences of the 
other 11 democratic figures. This is an open challenge and an intolerable crime against 
public opinion at home and abroad that denounces the unlawful trials and demands their 
release. 


The clique babbles about the commutation of the sentences as if it were granting a favor 

to Kim and the cthers. This is as preposterous as a thief crying: Stop thief! Kim and 
the other democratic figures are patriots who fought for democracy and reunification. They 
are innocent persons who should not have been tried in the first place. Kim's trial 

was politically inspired. It was devised by thepresent rulers to eliminate the patriotic 
democratic forces. It was an unlawful affair based on fabricated charges. This is borne 
out by the very fact that the court sessions for Kim's trial were held in camera without 
the presence of spectators, witnesses and attorneys for the defense. 
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A mere look at the letters of indictments against Kim is enough to prove that his trial 
is an unjust and unlawful one. The letter is a fraudulent document edited in the base- 
ment of the Army Security Command. It is simply a document serving political ends. 


The Chon clique imposed the death sentence on Kim at the first and second trials on charges 
he plotted insurrection by stirring up students and manipulated the students" struggle and 
the Kwangju uprising. It has already been disclosed that the charges against him had been 
fabricated. With its clumsy fabrications and frauds the clique can neither conceal the 
truth not justify its plot to punish him. 


The students" struggles and the Kwangju popular uprising last year were not triggered by 
someone pulling the wires from behind the scene. They were an inevitable consequence of 
an unprecedented fascist rule. This is why public opinion at home and abroad called for 
an end to Kim's trial and for his release. Nonetheless, traitor Chon Tu-hwan, instead of 
releasing him, settled for a commutation of his sentence as if it were a lenient measure. 
This is nothing but a tactic. he employed to hide his dirty nature as a murderer and a 
fascist hangman by appeasing the anti-Chon sentiments and currying the people's favor 
with the coming presidential election and his scheduled visit to the United States in 
mind. He cannot, however, conceal his dirty nature as a fascist hangman, a murderer and 
a military ganster with this tactic. 


The Chon clique should declare Kim and the other democratic figures innocent and release 
them unconditionally at once. Our people will never tolerate the unjust sentence given 
to Kim Tae-chung. They will continue to boldly struggle for his unconditional release. 


NODONG SINMUN Commentary 
SK260425 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 2315 GMT 25 Jan 81 
[NODONG SINMUN 26 January Commentary: "Kim Tae-chung Should Be Acquitted Immediately"] 


[Text] The South Korean fascist military elements have concluded the trial for democratic 
personage Kim Tae-chung, which lasted for about a half a year, and confirmed a life sentence 
on 23 January. 


After they had confirmed the death sentence given Kim Tae-chung, rejecting his appeal to the 
puppet Supreme Court, they commuted his death sentence to life imprisonment at a puppet 
cabinet meeting. This measure by the puppet clique yielded to strong pressures from at 

home and abroad demanding his release. This is, however, a wicked criminal act mocking the 
people anew by pretending to be attentive to public opinion. 


The Kim Tae-chung trial is an illegal, fascist act. People at home and abroad, in regard 

to the Chon Tu-hwan traitors’ illegal arrest of Kim Tae-chung on no justifiable charges by 
the 17 May fascist violence and their illegal trial of Kim Tae-chung, demanded an immediate 
halt to this unjust murderous trial and his release. But the military hooligans finally 
sentenced him to life imprisonment. The South Korean fascist elements are labeling it a 
commutation. This is a mockery of the fair public opinion of the South Korean people and 
the world's people. The life imprisonment given Kim Tae-chung will keep him confined to 
prison for the rest of his life. This is, in fact, nothing but a political death sentence 
for him. For a politician to serve life imprisonment is the same as being deprived of 

his political life. Fearing public opinion, the puppet clique dared not kill Kim Tae-chung. 
But they are trying to achieve their goal of ostracizing and obliterating him politically 
by giving him a life sentence, not giving up their wicked goal. This is a most preposterous 
challenge to justice and human conscience. 
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The fascist military elements are about to hold a puppet presidential election in order 

to achieve their long-term power plot, and the traitor Chon Tu-hwan is to go to his U.S. 
master for a new treacherous collusion. The commutation which the puppet traitors have 
given Kim Tae-chung can be viewed as one more drama with a sinister political aim on the 
threshold of these political games. With such a drama, they are attempting to create an 
illusion about the puppet traitor and to raise even a little his prestige, which has 
plummeted, to rig up his election as president and make his treacherous trip fruitful. 

We strongly denounce and condemn the Chon Tu~hwan clique for their treacherous criminal 
act of severely punishing the democrat Kim Tae-chung, charging him with a fabricated crime. 
The unjust sentences given Kim Tae-chung and the other democratic personages were designed 
to suppress and obliterate the South Korean patriotic, democratic forces and to eradicate 
all political opposition. 


The fascist hangmen meted out severe punishment to Kim Tae-chung by applying all sorts of 
evil laws such as the National Security Law on charges that he had created mistrust of 

the government through his slanderous propaganda, that he had created chaos by instigating 
students, that he had attempted to overthrow the government, that he had plotted sedition 
and that he, as a communist, had collaborated with the North. Kim Tae-chung is a 

democrat who has been demanding democratization of South Korean society. His legal 
political activities for democracy and the nation's reunification cannot be termed slanderous 
propaganda or a seditious plot, nor can they be subject to restrictions. At the same time, 
the struggle against fascism and for democratization by youths and students, a struggle 

of their own accord reflecting their own urgent demands, was forced by the dictator. It was 
not a struggle instigated or orchestrated by anybody. 


The charge that Kim Tae-chung is a communist is preposterous. If he is a communist, the 
Chon Tu-hwan ring would not have set him free from prison for a while and reinstated him. 
If Kim Tae-chung's advocacy of peaceful reunification becomes a crime, Chon Tu-hwan, who 
has recently made empty remarks on peaceful reunification, should be executed according 
to the National Security Law. 


The fascist hooligans arbitrarily charged Kim Tae-chung with absurd crimes, saying that 
the Kwangju popular uprising, which took place after he had been arrested, was caused by 
his behind-the-scenes instigation. This is a monstrous fabrication and a brigandish act 
committed by those who cannot discriminate between right and wrong. The sedition plot 

and the charges that he is a communist are fabrications of the traitor Chon Tu-hwan clique 
to eradicate his political enemies. 


The hearings procedures at the first and second trials for Kim Tae-chung show that the 
charges against him were fabricated in the interrogation room of the puppet Army Security 
Command headquarters through torture and deception. None of the democratic personages, 
including Kim Tae-chung, admitted charges against him in the courts. Even those witnesses 
submitted by the prosecutor to prove the charges against the defendants continuously 
confessed that they were forced to make false statements after torture and threats. 


Fearing the exposition of the truth behind the trials, the Chon Tu-hwan clique secretly 
conducted the trials, allowing no one from the public to attend, and enforced very strict 
press censorship in order to prevent the fabrications gained through torture from being 
leaked to the outside world. The trial proceeded in the presence of neither defense 
counsels for the defendants nor witnesses. The Chon Tu-hwan clique, fearing exposure of the 
dark secret of the trial conducted in a lightning fashion with any foundation, is unable. 
to make public the text of the decision which the world demands made public. 
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The trial was a mockery, perpetrated in defiance of officially recognized procedures. 

This has aroused the indignation of and heightened the resistance of the world's people. 
Governments, assemblies, political parties, public organizations of nations throughout the 
world, international organizations, figures of various strata and people have denounced 
and condemned the Chon Tu-hwan clique and struggle in demand of the cancellation of the 
unjust decision of the trial and for release of Kim Tae-chung, acquitting him of all 
charges. The movement for the rescue of Kim Tae-chung staged throughout the world 

is a just struggle for democracy and human rights. Nevertheless, the Chon Tu-hwan clique 
meted out the cruel penalty of life imprisonement to Kim Tae-chung instead of releasing 
him and fully exposed its nature as a fascist tyrant. 


The political judgments and decisions at the trials of Kim Tae-chung and other South 
Korean democratic figures are unjust, illegal and invalid. The decisions against the 
democratic figures should be withdrawm immediately. They should all be acquitted and 
immediately released. Traitor Chon Tu-hwan raves as if the measures for commutation are 
mercifully being bestowed on them. However, he will gain nothing by this act. 


Theworld sees Chon Tu-hwan as a butcher of the nation who cruelly slaughtered the people, 
a national splittist who hinders the nation's reunification by pursuing two Koreas, 

a nation-selling flunkeyist dependent on outside forces and a war maniac pursuing 
confrontation with his countrymen. 


Is it not an impudent act to run as a candidate for the presidential election and to 
embark on overseas trips with such a nature? 


Traitor Chor Tu-hwan should apologize to the people for the atrocious slaughter of his 

fellow countrymen, instead of indulging in petty wiles, should withdraw punishments imposed 
on Kim Tae-chung, democratic figures and innocent people and should unconditionally 

release them. He should resign from power as demanded by the people. Even if the Chon 
Tu-hwan military fascist clique keeps imprisoning Kim Tae-chung and other democratic 

figures, it cannot block the people's aspiration for democratization. This will only inspire 
the greater antifascist struggle for democracy and will result ia expediting its own 
downfall. 


The U.S. authorities approved, patronized and supported the punishment racket by the 

Chon Tu-hwan clique against Kim Tae-chung while raving about a commitment to security. The 
Japanese authorities have not only more than twice prevaricated on the violation of the human rights 
and sovereignty perpetrated by the South Korean puppets in Japan through political collusion 
but also have supported the Chon Tu-hwan clique’s punishment of Kim Tae-chung on the 

pretext of noninterference in internal affairs. Thus, the Japanese authorities are 
conspirators with the Chon Tu-hwan clique. As long as the democratic figure Kim Tae-chung 
languishes in prison, the U.S. and Japanese authorities cannot avoid responsibility for 
conspiring with the South Korean fascist clique and for instigating and supporting its 
atrocity. It cannot escape denunciation by the people at home and abroad. 


The powerful struggle of our people in the North, South and overseas and the world's 
people demanding cancellation of the death penalty against and release of Kim Tae-chung 
has for the moment frustrated the atrocious scheme of the Chon Tu-hwan fascist clique 
to kill Kim Tae-chung. However, Kim Tae-chung'’s life is still in danger. 


Although Kim Tae-chungfreed himself from immediate death, he has to spend the rest of 
his life in prison and is in distress. He must face death without achieving his 
just aspiration for democracy and reunification. 
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No one can guarantee that the fascist hangmen who regard Kim Tae-chung as a thorn in 
their flesh would not consipire to murder him in prison. 


We firmly believe our people at home and abroad and the good people of the world who 
treasure human rights and democracy will continue the vigorous struggle to rescue Kim 
Tae-chung and the South Korean democratic figures. The Chon Tu-hwan clique in South 
Korea is the enemy of democracy and reunification. The South Korean people should wage 
a nationwide struggle to eliminate the Chon Tu-hwan military fascist regime and to bring 
about a new democratic regime pursuing democracy and reunification. This is the way to 
rescue Kim Tae-chung, for realizing democracy in South Korea and for expediting the 
fatherland's reunification, an ardent desire of the people. 


VRPR FLAYS CHON STATEMENT LIFTING MARTIAL LAW 


SK251409 (Clandestine) Voice of the Revolutionary Party for Reunification in Korean to 
South Korea 0300 GMT 25 Jan 81 


{Station Commentary] 


[Text] In a so-called statement on the announcement of the date of the presidential 
election, Chon Tu-hwan on 24 January gibbered that the upcoming so-called presidential 
election should be a free and fair one and so on. In the statement on the lifting of 
the emergency martial law, he also made similar remarks and clamored as if the steps 
were for the creation of a fair election atmosphere. 


His remarks are nothing more than hypocritical sophistry designed to win the people's 
favor by placating and deceiving them and to fabricate his election as president. The 
so-called fair election babbled about by Chon Tu-hwan is synonymous with a fraudulent 
election that is characterized by government influence, money, stratagem and concoction. 
Today, the Chon Tu-hwan ring is imposing a military ruling system worse than the yusin 
system, maintaining fascist evil laws and revising them in a more atrocious way as 
newly fabricated more evil fascist laws. At the same time, it has dissolved the 
National Assembly and the former political parties and organizations and completely 
banned political activities except for government-sponsored ones. It also arrested 
and imprisoned at random patriotic people of all strata who had struggled for 
democratization of society and reunification of the fatherland, deprived the people 

of all their democratic freedoms and rights and also encroached upon their freedom of 
expression by sealing their eyes, ears and mouths. 


With the system and the legal mechanisms unchanged, the fair elections babbled about 

by Chon Tu-hwan is nothing but empty talk. Nevertheless, traitor Chon Tu-hwan babbled 
about the guarantee of so-called fair elections. This is indeed shameless and ridiculous 
gibberish. Moreover, traitor Chon Tu-hwan raved as if the lifting of martial law 

would create a fair election atmosphere. This is a clumsy trick to mislead and 

deceive public opinion at home and abroad. 


As for the emergency martial law, it was an oppressive law that should have been 
rescinded long ago. Nevertheless, the Chon Tu-hwan ring had imposed the emergency 
martial law, spanning 3 consecutive years, committed all kinds of fascist atrocities 
and beastially repressed the democratic personages, dissidents and politicz1 enemies 
who went against its aims. As has been mentioned already, so long as the fascist rule 
continues and the fascist evil laws are maintained, people cannot enjoy the freedom 
of expression and a free election atmosphere cannot be expected. As long as military 
rule continues, as long as fascist evil laws are maintained and as long as people 
desiring democracy, freedom, justice and conscience are repressed, the lifting of the 
martial law is only nominal and meaningless. 
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Moreover, from 1 February a large ROK-U.S. joint operational exercise called Teem Spirit 
"81 will be carried out to create a grisly and terror-ridden war atmosphere. Under these 
circumstances, no one would ever expect that the lifting of the martial law would create 
a fair election atmosphere. 


All the facts clearly show that the Chon Tu-hwan ring's lifting of the martial law and 
its gibberish about fair elections and so on are aimed at concocting Chon Tu-hwan's 
election as president by deceiving the people and winning their favor. But no one wi! 
be deceived by such 4 clumsy ploy of the Chon Tu-hwan ring. 


The Chon Tu-hwan ring should not persist in its rhetorical lipservice and in its schemes 
to deceive people but step down from power in accordance with the unanimous desire and 
demand of the people. Our masses will never recognize the traitor Chon Tu-hwan's 
schemes to become president but vigorously continue the struggle for the democratization 
of society. 


MINJU CHOSON CALLS SPY RING CHARGES FABRICATED 


SK250941 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0905 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Pyongyang, 25 Jan (KCNA)--MINJU CHOSON January 25 carries a signed commentary 
captioned "Shameless Intrigue" denouncing the South Korean military fascist clique for 
kicking up an anti-communist row against us, again bringing forward an “infiltration" 
incident. 


The puppets have produced no evidence, while clamouring that they rounded up three 
“operative groups," the commentary notes, and points out: 


This shows that the so-called “incident" is also a sheer fabrication and a plot woven in 
a sectet chamber of the “Planning Agency for National Security." 


Clear is the aim sought by the Chon Tu-hwan clique through a despicable racket, the 
commentary notes, and goes on: 


Some time ago traitor Chon Tu-hwan brought forward such a detestable stuff as “mutual 
visits," inpudently styling himself the "supreme chief" of South Korea. But, it was 

laid bare by our firm stand that it is a mockery of the national desire for reunification, 
an insult to the sacred cause of the nation and a sophism designed to cover up his 
splittist nature. 


As his despicable nature was brought to light once again before the world and denounced 
and rejected, he started the anti-communist row by announcing the faked-up "incident." 


Spreading the lie about “southward invasion" traitor Chon Tu-hwan tries to justify a 
large-scale play with fire planned to be held shortly and intensify the suppression under 
the pretext of “security” to bind the people hand and foot and hold the “election” 
without difficulty to seat himself in the "presidential" chair. 


No matter how vociferously the puppets may talk about the “infiltration,” no one will 


lend an ear to it. 


Traitor Chon Tu-hwan must give up the despicable anticommunist drama and step down 
from “power" without delay. 


FORMATION OF U.S. MILITARY UNIT IN S. KOREA HIT 


SK240656 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2202 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Pyongyang, 24 Jan (KCNA)--The U.S. imperialists formed a new combat flying 
communication group on January 21 by introducing a large number of military personnel and 
combat equipment into South Korea, according to a report. 


They are now whipping up a war fever, advertising that a “war footing" has been strengthened 


by this step. 
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The formation of the new combat group is part of the increase of the “combat capacity" 


of the U.S. troops occupying South Korea systematically stepped up by the U.S. imperialists 
to aggravate the situation. 


Prior to the formation of the new combat group, the commander-in-chief of the U.S. Air 
Force in the Pacific flew into South Korea on January 15 to hold a criminal war confab 
with the puppets. 


VRPR SCORES U.S. DEFENSE DEPARTMENT'S REPORT 


$K252230 (Clandestine) Voice of the Revolutionary Party for Reunification in Korean to 
South Korea 1000 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Clamoring about the nonexistent threat of a southward invasion, the U.S. Defense 
Department, in an annual military report submitted to Congress on 23 January, babbled that 
the United States will reinforce U.S. naval, air and ground forces in case of an emergency 
in South Korea and that it will continue to maintain cooperative security relations with 
South Korea. 


This reveals the real intention of the U.S. aggressors to fabricate two Koreas and to 
make South Korea a permanent colony and military base by supporting the Chon Tu-hwan 
ring, which has been isolated and rejected at home and abroad. 


The bellicose policy of the U.S. imperialists, under the pretext of a nonexistent threat 
of a southward invasion, proves how desperately they are running amok to heighten tension 
and trigger a new war in our country. Clearly, the U.S. imperialists are the ringleaders 
of aggression, war, division and fascisim. The Reagan administration should withdraw 
U.S. forces and their military hardware from South Korea and stop all schemes interfering 
in the internal affairs of our country. 


ECONOMIC DELEGATION LEAVES FOR VISIT TO INDIA 
SK250909 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0839 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Pyongyang, Jan 25 (KCNA)--A government economic delegation of our country headed 
by Vice-Premier So Kwan-hui left Pyongyang on January 24 by plane for a visit to India. 


The delegation was seen off at the airport by Vice-Premier Kim Kyong-yon and Kim Chae-suk, 
Yi Yong-chang and other personages concerned and Indian Ambassador to our country Raj 
Krishna Manucha. 
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GOVERNMENT LIFIS MARTIAL LAW, CALLS FOR STABILITY 


Government Communique 
SK240100 Seoul YONHAP in English 0049 GMT 24 Jan 81 


{Text] Seoul 24 Jan (YONHAP)--The Korean Government Saturday announced the lifting 
of martial law which has been in force in most of Korea since Oct 27, 1979, immediately 
after President Pak Chong-hui was assassinated by his intelligence chief. 


An official government communique said that the Cabinet decided Friday afternoon to 
lift the 15-month-old martial law at midnight Saturday night (1500 GMi Saturday), since 
Korea's internal situation hade been restored to normal. 


Chon Tu-hwan Statement 
SK240302 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 0100 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Statement issued 24 January by President Choa Tu-hwan on lifting of martial law and 
released to press by Information Minister Yi Kwang-pyo--read by announcer] 


[Text] Dear fellow countrymen: The government has decided to totally lift the 
emergency martial law, which has been in force nationwide with the exception of Cheju 
Island, effective 0000 on 25 January 1981. 


This decision is made on the basis of the judgment that the state of the national crisis, 
sustained since the 26 October incident, has now been wisely overcome through your 
cooperation and unity and that overall stability in our society is now fully restored. 


This measure is also aimed at ensuring a fair, just and free atmosphere for the upcoming 
elections, including the presidential election, thereby consolidating the foundation 
of the new fifth republic. 


I sincerely would like to thank all of the people for their active cooperation in 
martial law affairs, enduring many inconveniences for a long time. I would like to 
extend my thanks to the officers and men of the ROK Army for their faithful service 
in martial law affairs. 


My fellow countrymen, I think you all clearly recall the situation of extreme con- 
frontation, sedition, disorder and lawlessness which was rampaging in our society 
following the 26 October emergency status. 


Through our experience, we became keenly aware of how the absence of stability can 
harm the nation. In a word, stability is the basis of all national development. Just 
as a structure cannot be properly built if the foundation is not solid, implementation 
of democratic politics, economic prosperity, promotion of a firm defense capability 
and of our national culture cannot be achieved unless stability is guaranteed. In a 
state of disorder and unrest there would be only retrogression instead of progress, 
distrust instead of trust and confrontation instead of reconciliation. 


The martial law status over the last 15 months was aimed at maintaining stability. 
Stability has a real value when it is achieved through active participation by the 
people. It is not desirable to have stability secured by physical measures. 


Martial law is being lifted today not because there is no need for stability or the 
need for it has been reduced. The true significance in lifting martial law lies in 
the fact that the maintenance of stability should not be attained by the government 
but by the people, not by physical strength but by the will of the people. 
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My fellow countrymen, we are taking a vigorous step forward to build a new era, a new 
history and a new republic. At this poirt, I think the spirit of the new era should be 
fully displayed in maintaining the nation's stability. We should never again have to 

secure our stability, which is vital to the firm existence of the nation and to the people's 
peaceful life, through physical means. We should no longer waste the valuable energy and 
time of our people by harming and later restoring our stab. iity. 


Fellow countrymen, let us all strive to promote stability on a firm and solid base. I am 
convinced that orc efforts will be met by fruitful results because there are people who 
want and are r-sulved to maintain stability and there is a government determined and able 
to safeguard our security. 


Signed, President Chon Tu-hwan; 24 January 1981. 

Martial Law Commander's Remarks 
SK240150 Seoul YONHAP in English 0138 GMG 24 Jan 81 
[Text] Seoul, 24 Jan (YONHAP)--Gen Yi Hui-song, Korea's army chief of staff and martial 
law commander, Saturday stressed that the armed forces should concentrate in the future on 
their original mission of safeguarding the nation, since murtial law is soon to be lifted. 
Chairing a conference of major military commanders, Yi also said that he deeply appreciated 
the people's cooperation in implementing the martial law decrees issued since the Oct 26, 


1979, assassination of President Pak Chong-hui. 


Saying he had learned that nothing can be done without stability in the state and society, 
Yi emphasized that there should be no more disorder or chaos in Korea. 


The commanders’ conference conducted a review of martial law-related business, and also 
analyzed North Korean moves since the Jan 12 proposal by President Chon Tu-hwan for 
reciprocal visits by the top leaders of Seoul and Pyongyang. 


MILITARY COURTS* AUTHORITY EXTENDED TO 24 FEB 


SK240337 Seoul YONHAP in English 0259 GMT 24 Jan 81 

[Text] Seoul, 24 Jan (YONHAP)--Korean military courts will continue to handle violations 
of martial law decrees and related pending cases until Feb 24, the Martial Law Command 
here said Saturday. 


Korea's martial law act provides that the president may, if necessary, extend the juris- 
diction of military tribunals for up to one month. 


FURTHER COVERAGE OF KIM TAE-CHUNG DECISION 


Kim Leniency Petition 
$K2323.3 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 24 Jan 81 p 1 
{("Text" of Kim Tae-chung petition to ROK President Chon Tu-hwan] 
{[Yext] Your Excellency, President of the Republic of Korea: 
I am now in the process of appealing the capital sentence delivered in rv initial and 
appellate trials on charges of violating the National Security Law, the Anti-Communist 
Law and martial law decrees, and of conspiring for insurrection. 
I feel acutely responsible for the trouble my actions caused at home and abroad, and for 


endangering national security. I apologize from the bottom of my heart to the people of 
the Republic of Korea. 
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I hereby pledge that in the future I will conduct myself with prudence and restraint, 
never involving myself in any political matters whatsoever and positively cooperating 
in the realization of democratic development and national security in the new era. 


I sincerely appeal to Your Excellency President Chon Tu-hwan to extend maynanimity and 
generous consideration to me and especially to those peopl currently imprisoned for their 
involvement in my case. 


(Signed) Kim Tae-chung, Jan. 18, 1981. 
KOREA TIMES Reviews Case 
SK232355 Seoul TIE KOREA TIMES in English 24 Jan 81 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] President Chon Tu-hwan commuted the capital sentence of Kim Tae-chung, convicted 
of a host of charges including attempted sedition, to life imprisonment yesterday. 


The presidential leniency, which followed a Cabinet deliberation, was invoked under the 
presidential prerogatives. 


In a brief statement, the Cabinet said it took into account various factors to firm up 
national reconciliation at this time of new era in deliberating the presidential clemency. 


The statement also pointed out a petition written by Kim himself requesting the president 
to grant clemency. 


The government clemency measure also commuted sentences of 11 co-defendants who have been 
standing on trial along with Kim on similar charges. 


Emerging from a regular Cabinet session in the Capitol conference room, Culture-Informa- 
tion Minister Yi Kwang-pyo who is the government spokesman, said that the government had 
been instructed by President Chon Tu-hwan to study the question of commuting the death 
sentence imposed on Kim which was upheld by the Supreme Court yesterday. 


In the final sentence by the nation's highest court he was found guilty of violating the 
National Security Law and the Anti-Communist Law and of conspiring to commit insurrection. 


Instructing the Cabinet to deliberate on the commutation of the sentences cf Kim and 11 
co-defendants, President Chon gave some points for considerations that the Cabinet should 
pay attention to. 


One of the facts pointed out by the president was that those convicted, including Kim 
Tae-chung, endangered national security by violating the laws of this country, especially 
by forming an antistate organization and conspiring to commit insurrection, had been 
clearly proved through examinations and trial proceedings in the initial, appellate 

court martial and Supreme Court trials. 


According to the presidential directives quoted by Minister Yi, the time has come to 
usher in a new historical era by ending the confrontation-dominated political si :-uation 
of the 1970's and tne national chaos following the Oct 26, 1979 incident. 


The affair of Kim Tae-chung and his co-defendants is a sad political legacy from the 
old era. Thus there is no need to besmirch the opening chapter of the fifth republic 
with a nightmare fiom the past. 


Minister Yi also quoted President Chon as saying that friendly nations and persons at 
home and abroad had appealed for clemency from a humanitarian standpoint. 
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President Chon made the point that Kim Tae-chung himself had submitted a petition in 
which he expressed repentance for endangering national security, apologizing to the people 
and appealing for magnanimity and genercus consideration in favor of himself and ‘‘e 
others. 


Eleven co-defendarcs who saw their sentences commuted under the presidential leniency are 
as foliows; Yi Mun-yong from 20 years to 15 years; Mun Ik-hwan from 15 years to 10 years, 
Ko Un-tae from 15 years to 10 years; Cho Song-wu from 15 years to 10 years: Ye Chun-ho 

from 12 years to eight years; Yi Sin-Pom from 12° years to nine ;ears; 

Kim Sang-hyon from 12 years to seven years; Yi Hae-chan from 10 years to 

seven years; Sol Hun from 10 years to seven years; Song Ki-won from 10 years to seven years; 
and Yi Sok-pyo from seven yeats to five years. 


The commutations immediately followed a ruling by the Supreme Court which rejected all 
the appeals of Kim and 11 of his associates finalizing their sentences as handed down by 
the Army Headquarters General Court-Martial last Nov 3. 


The highest court verdict was handed down by a full court panel of 13 justices. They 
gathered in the grand courtroom at 2 pm and announced the 1l-point verdict after 12 
minutes. 


In the verdict, the court panel said Kim and the !1 co-defendents had no justifiable 
reasons to appeal against the court-martial rulings, which found them guilty of plotting 
a rebellion and violating the National Security Law, the Anti-Communist Law, the Foreign 
Exchange Control Law and martial law decrees. 


For the 11 codefendants including Rev Mun and Prof Yi, the verdict said that their deten- 
tion periods of 70 days since their appeals to the top court, would be counted into their 
main jail terms given by the court-martial. 


The Army Headquarters Preliminary Court-Martial on Sep 17 last year sentenced Kim to 
death, plus a 1,561,400 won fine. He also had 200,000 yen in Japanese currency and U.S. 
$7,300 forfeited under the court-martial ruling. 


In yesterday's Supreme Court session, Chief Justice Yi Yong-sop, surrounded by the top 
court's 12 justices, read out the decision rejecting the appeals. Neither Kim nor any of 
the other defendants were present at the session, which was attended by about 80 persons 
including several family members of the defendants. 


In the verdict, the highest court said the panel found the incriminating evidence pre- 
sented by the military prosecution was legally acceptable, rejecting the defendants’ 
argument that the so-called HANMINTONG in Japan was not an anti-state organization. 


The highest court said the defendants’ dispute on the anti-state nature of HANMINTONG 
(Korea Democratic Restoration and Unification Promotion Conference) was rejected in view 
of a precedent established by the Supreme Court in a decision of June 13, 1978. 


Kim was convicted of violating the National Security Law for being the leader of the 
organization. 


The verdict said it was the court's opinion that the organization's headquarters in Japan 
was an anti-state body, which was formed under directives from North Korea and the pro- 
Pyongyang CHOCHONGNYON and was operating with financial assistance from them to achieve 
their objectives. 


The top court further said that it had concluded the defendants’ claim that they had no 
direct purposes of rebellion or distrupting constitutional order and that they had no 
criminal intention or recognition cf the criminal nature of their activities could not 
justify their appeal. 
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Culture-Information Minister 
SK240004 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 24 Jan 81 p 1 


{Text] Culture-Information Minister Yi Kwang-pyo said yesterday that the presidential 
leniency measures for Kim Tae-chung and 11 others stemmed from a humanitarian intention 
to broaden the base of national reconciliation. 


Explaining the background of the government measures for commutation, Minister Yi revealed: 
"If the regime of the 197C's was inclined to be authoritarian-oriented, the dissidents 
confronting it may have had no other means but to resort only to extremity." 


Accordingly, there was no creative politics for us in the past, but only internal trouble 
and self-consumption, he went on. 


“We have succeeded in liberating the country from century-long poverty through the rapid 
economic growth in the 1970's; however, it has also brought about adverse effects, deepen- 
ing public discord and trouble in society due to the lack of efforts to seek national 
unity,” he continued. 


The period from the Oct 26 Incident, 1979 until the proclamation of a special measure on 
May 17 last year car be said to have been a transitiona!’ process of self-destruction 
through the open explosion of smouldering disharmony in society. 


Through such unexpected serious ordeals and trials, the nation once confronted a crisis 
in terms of its security, and the nation's economy was thrown into a serious recession, 
according to hin. 


World Concern Acknowledged 
$K250431 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 24 Jan 81 p 3 


(Unattributed article] 


{Text] President Chon Tu-hwan commuted the sentences of Kim Tae-chung and 11 other co- 
defendants invw}ved in conspiring to commit insurrection. The presidential leniency 
shows that the present government has restored stability from political and social 
disorder caused by the 26 October Incident and that it now has confidence in conducting 
future affairs otf state. 


It also shows the generosity and catholicity of President Chon Tu-hwan who wants to 
broaden the base of national reconciliation and pave the way for the new ers in view of 
the upcoming two elections after which the fifth republic will set sail. 


It is noted that friendly nations and iigures at home and abroad, including the United 
States, often requested leniency for Kim Tae-Chung and his codefendants. 


However, such appeals would not have been considered if the present government had not 
been convinced of our stability and of its own self-confidence. 


It has been learned that the direct motive for President Chon's commutation decision was 
the petition of Kim Tae-chung. In his petition sent to Chongwadae on i8 January, Kim 
Tae-chung expressed regret for the trouble his actions caused and for endangering 
national security. He also pledged to positively cooperate in the realization of 
democratic development and national security. 
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A high-ranking government official said: Kim Tae-chung was a dissident of the old 
political circle of the 1970's. Thus, essentially, he has nothing to do with the 
political affairs of the new era. He stressed: The fact that the Kim Tae-chung ring's 
antinational crimes were committed as an extension of the politics of the old era 
influenced the commutation by the supreme leader of the nation, in the wake of the new 
era. Now is the time for all people to renew their resolution not to repeat and not to 
tolerate such crimes in the new era. 


Kim Tae-chung's apology to the people for his crimes and appeal to president Chon for 
magnanimity and generous consideration motivated the action taken by President Chon, 
whose idea of leadership is to extend generous consideration to those who are penitent. 


The commutation is also in response to the request by the world's peace-loving people for 
humanitarian consideration, thus reflecting the government's stand to value the promotion 
of friendship and mutual understanding in international society. This action, taken a 
few days before President Chon's visit to tlhe united States, will greatly contribute to 
bolstering understanding and cooperation with friendly nations, including the United 
States. 


OPPOSITION CIVIL RIGHTS PARTY INAUGURATED 


SK240134 Seoul The Korea TIMES in English 24 Jan 81 p 1 


[Text] The Civil Rights Party (CRP), whéch claims the tradition of the conservative 
opposition party, was founded in an inaugural convention yesterday, electing Kim Ui-taek, 
70, former New Democratic Party advisor, its president. 


After its inaugural convention, the CRP nominated its president Kim as its presidential 
candidate in the election to be held Feb 25 in ensuing session at the Suun building. 


In a statement for the creation of the party, about 400 delegates said that the CRP 
would do its best to realize free democracy as a legitimate conservative force. 


Accepting the party presidential candidacy, Kim said that he had made up his mind to 
iun in the presidential race because the fundamental purpose of a political party was 
to seize power. 


"Even though we do not win the election this time, the result of the race will never fade 
away and the day will come when the result brings glory to us," he said. 


The convention delegates also adopted a resolution which vows, among other things, that 
they will become the spearhead of protecting and expanding civil rights for the prosperity 
of the fatherland and the settlement of free democracy in the nation. 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AMENDS ELECTION LAW 


SK240139 Seoup YONHAP in English 0115 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Excerpt] Seoul, 24 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea's Legislative Assembly, meeting in a plenary 
session Friday, passed and sent to the administration an amendment to the National 
Assembly Election Law increasing the number of the constituencies from the current 77 
to 92. 


The revised law retains the present mechanism of picking two lawmakers from each con- 
stituency. It also calls for a proportional representation system, in which one-third 
of the assembly seats are to be divided among political parties according to the number 
of parliamentary seats they win in the popular voting. The law's 187 articles and seven 
supplementary provisions also ban parliamentary candidates from campaigning at private 
speech rallies, requiring them to campaign only at joint speech rallies and through 

the mass media and posters. 
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ECONOMIC TIES WITH MAJOR NATIONS TO BE EXPANDED 


SK170453 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 17 Jan 81 p 7 


{Text ] The government will introduce more efficient plans for the expansion of economic 
cooperation with major countries this year, aimed, among other things, at gaining 
improved access to foreign sources for the long- and medium-term capital required to 
safeguard the balance of payments deficit and to finance domestic industrial invest- 
ment projects, government sources said yesterday. 


The amount of foreign capital absolutely needed to carry through national economic 
goals this year is estimated at 45, 200 million. The government sees it as favorable 
to obtain more long-term capital rather than short-term to effectively manage the 
growing current account deficit and keep the nation's foreign exchange position at a 
healthier level. When that much capital flows in smoothly as expected, the sources 
said, then it will be a good message for the fifth five-year economic development plan 
that starts next year. During the fifth five-year plan period, according to the 
sources, the government is looking forward to the Korean economy growing by an annual 
average of as high as 8 percent. 


On the other hand, the sources said, the government will hold bilateral meetings at the 
ministerial and working levels with 10 major capital exporting nations including the 
United States, Japan, France, the Republic of China, West Germany, Britain and Saudi 
Arabia to discuss ways of obtaining more loans from them. 


In pushing along with its plans for the further strengthening of economic cooperation 
with major countries which have great influence on the Korean economy, the sources said, 
the government will divide those countries into four groups according to national 
characteristics of individual countries and map out economic diplomacy goals suitable 

to those characteristics. The first group of countries, they said, is to be called the 
special advanced group that includes the United States and Japan, the second group 

to be called the resource-rich advanced group including Australia and Canada, and the 
third group to be named the advanced trading countries, in which the EC nations are 
included, and the fourth group to be designated as the resource-rich developing group 
which includes such developing countries as Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and Nigeria. 


Based on the economic diplomacy goals set for those four groups of countries, the sources 
said, diplomatic efforts on the government level will be concentrated on seeking capital 
and resources cooperation with the individual groups and increasing investment in and 
credit exports to those countries in the four groups. 


NORTH'S PREMIER REPORTEDLY ACHIEVED LITTLE IN PRC 


SK190439 Seoul YONHAP in English 0241 GMT 19 Jan 81 
[By Chang Won-su] 


{Text ] Hong Kong, 19 Jan (YONHAP)--North Korean Premier Yi Chong-ok's recent visit to 
China brought little result, a Hong Kong daily reported Saturday. The Hong Kong SHIPAO, 
in a commentary titled "What Kim Il-song Asked China," said the communist leaders 
“discussed matters of mutual concern which neither is concerned about," despite their 
claims to have "strengthened friendship and unity" during the visit. 


The newspaper said Yi, in his meetings with Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang and Vice Chairman 
Deng Xiaoping, called on Beijing for massive economic aid, and delivered Kim Il-song's 
views on the campaign to downgrade Mao Zedong and on the current reorganization of the 
power structure in China. 


Beijing's leaders, meanwhile, urged Pyongyang to change its heavily Moscow-oriented 
foreign policy, expressing their disagreement with North Korea over the Cambodian 
problem, and suggested plans for ensuring stability in northeastern Asia, the paper 
said. 
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The paper commented that the conflicting views are hard to reconcile, and that North 
Korea's request for economic aid is also hard for China to meet, as China itself is 
in economic difficulty. 


The newspaper also revealed that Pyongyang is in serious trouble in reorganizing its 
agricultural development and foreign trade policy, and said Yi's request to the Chinese 
leaders for one billion dollars in aid to build vinyl factories and steel mills 
partially reflects that economic difficulty. 

Premier Yi wound up his visit to China Jan 15. 


SPOKESMAN ON REOPENING OF KYODO, JIJI BUREAUS 


SK200309 Seoul YONHAP in English 0256 GMT 20 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 20 Jan (YONHAP)--The Korean government Tuesday announced that it has 

decided to allow two Japanese news agencies--KYODO and JIJI--to reopen their Seoul bureaus, 
shut down last summer for allegedly “biased reporting" on Korea's internal situation. 
Culture-Information Ministry spokesman Ho Man-il, announcing the decision, said that 

it came in recognition of the honesty shown by the Japanese news agencies in apologizing 
for their past reporting practices. He said the two Japanese agencies had recently con- 
veyed their “sincere hopes" that they would be allowed to reopen their Seoul bureaus. 


The spokesman did not say when the two agencies would be allowed to resume their normal 
activities here, but he noted both ‘of them have had reporters accredited to Seoul in 
the status of visiting correspondents since last September. 


The Seoul government had ordered the closure of the Seoul bureaus of KYODO and JIJI 
last May 30 and July 3, respectively. 


ROK-JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF MEETING ENDS 


$K200252 Seoul YONHAP in English 0236 GMT 20 Jan 81 


{Text ] Seoul, 20 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea and Japan Monday ended a two-day conference in 
Seoul concerning the joint development of the East China Sea continental shelf lying 
between the two countries, agreeing that jurisdiction over any criminal cases arising 
in the area during the joint development project would go to the country of the party 
accused. 


The participants in the conference agreed, however, that each country would apply its 
laws "strictly" in exercising jurisdiction over such criminal cases in order to avoid 
possible diplomatic conflicts. The participants also agreed to meet again during the 
first half of this year, if necessary, for detailed discussions on implementing the 
agreement. 


FEBC BROADCASTS TO COMMUNIST BLOC DETAILED 


SK160147 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 16 Jan 81 p 6 


[Text] An arduous broadcasting propagation project to the communist bloc nations, 
especially Mainland China, has drawn keen attention from the church leaders of the world. 
It is the Far East Broadcasting Company of Korea, which is equipped with two transmitting 
stations in Inchon, Kyonggi-do, and Cheju Island. It has made great success in gaining 
favorable responses to its broadcasting propagation service from the Korean residents 

in Mainland China since it started to air in 1956 under the support of the FEBC of the 
United States. 


According to a source of the FEBC in Korea, an estimated 8,000 letters are annually 
mailed from Korean residents in Mainland China, which approximately number three million 
throughout the communist nation, in response to Korea's FEBC broadcasting propagation 
work. The letters are from a large number of people in Mainland China. 
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Yi Chong-nam, chief of the propagation section of the FEBC in Korea, said that "it is 
certain that our broadcasting propagation work to Beijing has made a great success. 
However, apart from the indirect propagation project of airing programs, it is con- 
sidered important to provide a man-to-man program in preparation for a possible open- 
door policy of Beijing." 


There are a number of transmitting stations in the Southeast Asian region which are 
now run supported by the FEBC based in California, in the United States. The nations 
now airing the words of Christ to Beijing include the Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, 
Indonesia and the Republic of China. Aimed at attaining the maximum effect, the 
transmitting stations air their programs in a total of 89 different languages practi- 
cally used in all parts of the communist nations, including Mongolia. 


For the same purpose, the FEBC transmitting tower in Inchon (1188 khz), which was set 
up on Feb 23, 1956 with an output of 50 kw, is nowbroadcasting its program in five 
different languages including Russian. Another transmitting tower in Cheju Island 
(1566 khz), established on May 30, 1973, has an output of 250 kw, the largest output 
among the private-run broadcasting stations in Korea. The Inchon station airs its 
programs twice a day, once from 5:30 to 10:30 am [2030 - 0130 GMT] and, from 4:00 pm 
to 1:00 am [0700 - 1600 GMT] the following day. Meanwhile, the Cheju station broadcasts 
two times daily, from 5:00 to 7:30 am [2000 - 2230 GMT] and, from 7:00 pm to 2:00 am 
[1000 - 1700 GMT] the following day. Beginning on New Year's Day, 1980, the two 
stations of Korea have worked together in exchanging information and data to further 
accelerate their broadcasting propagation project to the communist bloc nations. 


PRIME MINISTER OF SWAZILAND PAYS OFFICIAL VISIT 


Meets With Prime Minister 
SK130048 Seoul YONHAP in English 0043 GMT 13 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 13 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea's Prime Minister Nam Tok-u Tuesday morning met 
with visiting Prime Minister Prince Masitsela Fred Dlamini of Swaziland to discuss 
bilateral cooperation, government officials said. 


Nam expressed appreciation for the African nation's continued support for Korea in 
international forums since 1968, when the two countries first established diplomatic 
relations. Noting that North Korea has intensified its slander against the South, 
Nam also explained to Dlamini Monday's presidential invitation to North Korean leader 
Kim Il-song to visit Seoul. 


The officials said the two prime ministers also discussed Kerea's development and 
import of Swaziland's coal. 


Seeks Economic Cooperation 


$K130850 Seoul YONHAP in English 0826 GMT 13 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 13 Jan (YONHAP)--The Prime Minister of Swaziland, Prince Masitsela 

Fred Dlamini, Tuesday expressed a strong interest in economic cooperation between his 
country and South Korea, particularly involving cotton, lumber, pulp and especially 
the joint development of coal resources in his country. Dlamini, who arrived in Korea 
Monday afternoon, made the remarks while calling on Seoul's Prime Minister Nam Tok-u 
for an hour of talks. 


Nam explained to Dlamini Korea's efforts to implant peace on the Korean Peninsula, 
whereupon the Swaziland Prime Minister pledged close cooperation with Seoul at inter- 
national conferences. 
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Dlamini was accompanied by his home minister, vice foreign minister and other ranking 
government officials. 


Receives Kwangha Medal 
SK140240 Seoul YONHAP in English 0235 GMT 14 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 14 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea's President Chon Tu-hwan Wednesday conferred the 
order of diplomatic service merit, Kwanghwa medal, on visiting Prime Minister Prince 
Masitsela Fred Dlamini of Swaziland. Chon also hosted a luncheon in honor of the 
African leader and discussed bilateral cooperation. 


Dlamini arrived in Seoul Monday for a six-day visit at the invitation of his Korean 
counterpart Nam Tok-u. 


Pledges Support, Cooperation 
SK170459 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 17 Jan 81 p 1 


[Text] Swazi Prime Minister Prince Masitsela F. Dlamini said yesterday that his govern- 
ment would continue to support the position of Korea in non-aligned group meetings, the 
United Nations and other international organizations. In a press meeting, he also said 
that he wholeheartedly welcomed the proposal made by President Chon Tu-hwan Monday for 
an exchange of visits between the highest authorities of the two parts of Korea. "We 
hope North Korea will make a positive response to President Chon's overture," he said. 


In a joint communique issued one day before he leaves Korea, Dlamini made similar points. 
He is to leave Seoul today, winding up his six-day visit at the invitation of his 

Korean counterpart Premier Nam Tok-u. Nam and Dlamini, the communique said, agreed that 
it would not be desirable for any regional or bilateral conflicts including the Korean 
question to be taken up at the forthcoming non-aligned foreign ministers conference 

in New Delhi, India, in the interest of the solidarity and progress of the non-aligned 
conference itself. The New Delhi meeting is to he held early next month. 


The two prime ministers shared the view that the Korean question should be solved by the 
Korean people themselves and discussion of the Korean question at international forums 
did not contribute to the solution of the Korean question, the statement disclosed. The 
Swazi prime minister, according to the communique, welcomed the efforts and initiative 
made by Korea and hoped that the exchange of visits between the highest authorities of 
the two parts of Korea would contribute to peacefully solving the Korean question. 


He assured his Korean counterpart that the Swazi Government would continue to support 
the Korean Government's efforts to open direct dialogue between South and North Korea, 
the communique said. He revealed in the press conference that the government would send 
survey teams for feasibility studies of programs designed to step up bilateral coopera- 
tive bonds, especially in economic and industrial fields. Noting the abundant natural 
resources in the African country, he disclosed that he and the Korean Government leaders 
had agreed in principle to dispatch Koreans to Swaziland for joint development of the 
resources. 


NEW PASSPORT LAW TO EASE OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


SK210316 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 21 Jan 81 p 8 


[Text] The Cabinet passed an amendment to the Passport Law yesterday, under which people 
possessing general passports will be allowed to make overseas trips again with the same 
passports even without authorization from overseas Korean embassies and consular 
offices. At present, general passports become void once their lv jiers return home 

from overseas travel, and the person who wants to visit some country again with the 

same passport should obtain approval from the diplomatic or consular mission head for 
his temporary home return. 
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The revision is designed to a.iieviate various difficulties faced by overseas travellers, 
chiefly because of lack of time and geographical distance. The amendment also says that 
passport holders will be able to make overseas trips at any time within the effective 
periods of their passports. 


Currently, a passport became void if the passport holder does not leave Korea within six 
months from the date the passport was issued without due reason. 


Meanwhile, the Cabinet decided to transfer the screening of overseas trips by public 
officials to the Government Administration Ministry from the Foreign Ministry. The 
ministry will make it mandatory for all public officials to submit reports on their 
overseas travel in 20 days after their home return. 


FINANCE MINISTER DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PRIORITIES 


SK220247 Seoul YONHAP in English 0236 GMT 22 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 22 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea's Finance Minister Yi Sung-yon Wednesday said that 
he would put top priority in this year's economic policies on stabilizing domestic 
prices, reviving businesses and protecting the country's international payments 
position. Disclosing the government's economic policy for 1981 in a news conference, Yi 
said that he would maintain the growth rate of the money supply for this year at 25 
percent, near last year's level of 26 percent, and would expand investment funds by 
49.5 percent to some 4.91 trillion won ($7.44 billion) to help finance the nation's 
small businesses and housing construction projects. 


Projecting that the foreign exchange rate of the won against U.S. dollar would fluctuate 
within an annual five percent or so, Yi said he would absolutely avoid rapid fluctuations 
in bank interest rates or foreign exchange rates. 


Noting that the nation's current account deficit is expected to reach to some $5.5 billion 
this year, he said that the balance of payments situation is not so bright this year. 


Yi said that $4.4 billion of the $7.7 billion in foreign capital needed this year had 
already been secured, adding that the government would have no difficulty in obtaining 
the remainder in view of Korea's good credit rating in the international community. Yi 
also said he expected Korea would reach foreign exchange reserves this year $7 

billion, $500 million more than at the end of last year. 


AMENDMENTS TO LAW GOVERNING JUDICIAL SYSTEM 


SK220730 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 22 Jan 81 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The Legislative Assembly Legislation-Justice Committee worked out amendments to 
the court organization law yesterday, barring judges other than Supreme Court justices 
from intervening in trials and decisions by the highest court. Pak Il-kyong, a sub- 
committee chairman, said yesterday that the measure is designed to help the Supreme Court 
to keep its authority as the highe:t court of the state. Article 103 of the constitution, 
however, stipulates that judges other than Supreme Court justices may be assigned to the 
Supreme Court in accordance with the provisions of the law. 


The proposed amendments contain a declaratory clause calling for speedy trials, Pak 
noted. The clause authorizes the chief justice to order "a proper division of trial 
affairs" and take other measures designed to ensure speedy trials, he disclosed. The 
article also enables the litigant parties to call upon the courts to designate dates 
for trial speedily, if the courts lawfully change the dates or refuse to designate the 
dates, he said. 


The amendments, he said, provide that the result of judicial reviews by higher courts 
should have a binding force on that by lower courts. At present, only the result of 
judicial review by the Supreme Court affects that by lower courts. The subpanel chairman 
continued that the quorum for judicial review by the Supreme Court will be lowered from 
a two-thirds majority to a simple majority. 
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The proposed package further paves the way for the Supreme Court to establish a judicial 
policy consultative council consisting of retired judges, he remarked. The formula 

extends the retirement age for the chief justice from the present 65 to 70, he disclosed. 

The membership of the Supreme Court wil] be lowered from the present 16 to 13 in the package, 
he said. 


In accordance with a pertinent stipulation of the constitution, the Supreme Court will be 
empowered to establish departments exclusively in charge of public administration, tax, 
labor, military and other affairs, he noted. In an effort to help modernize court admiuis- 
tration, the chief justice will be authorized to pick the director and vice director of 
court administration from among justices and judges respectively, he observed. 


Pak explained that the courts will be empowered to place those who are in contempt court 
under a 20-day detention or fine them no less than one million won. 


STATISTICS LISTED ON FUEL CONSUMED DURING 1980 


SK170231 Seoul YONHAP in English 0104 GMT 17 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 17 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea consumed some 183.56 million barrels of oil last year, 
1.3 percent less than in 1979, and 4.8 percent less than the Energy-Resources Ministry's 
original estimate for 1980, according to ministry statistics released Saturday. 


Gasoline accounted for 7.02million barrels of the total, and kerosene for 8.35 million 
barrels, decreases from 1979 of 18.7 percent and 7.3 percent, respectively. Consumption 
of bunker C oil increased 0.3 percent to 92.95 million barrels, and that of light oil went 
up 1.8 percent to 37.86 million barrels--both relatively small increases compared to the 
average 17-percent jump in 1979, apparertly reflecting the continuing business slowdown. 


Propane gas consumption, however, rose to 1.96 million barrels, a 26.1-percent increase 
over 1979, and butane gas consumption increased 30.7 percent to 2.54 million barrels, 
according to the statistics. 


STEEL EXPORTS SHOW SHARP INCREASE IN 1980 


SK210058 Seoul YONHAP in English 0049 GMT 21 Jan 81 


[Text] Seoul, 21 Jan (YONHAP)--Korea's exports of steel products amounted to $1.94 billion 
in 1980, an increase of 45.2 percent over the previous year and $500 million over the 
1980 export target, despite the worldwide economic recession. 


Business sources said Wednesday that Korea's exports to the United States, the Middle 
East and Southeast Asia had increased most sharply. Exports of steel bars and wire rods 
rose the most, by 150.8 percent over 1979 to $299.5 million, followed by steel pipe 

(56.9 percent to $342.2 million), section steel (39.2 percent to $47.8 million), steel 
structure (31.2 percent to $131 million), steel plate (28.1 percent to $646.4 million) 
and wire rope (12.7 percent to $98.3 million). Business sources attributed the sizable 
increase in steel exports primarily to Korea's efforts to seek new export markets and 
develop new products because of dwindling domestic sales. 


Korea has set this year's steel products export target at $2.35 billion, up 21.2 percent 
over 1980. 
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ZHAO ZIYANG ARRIVES FOR FIVE-DAY GOODWILL VISIT 


Arrival Statement 
BK261412 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Text] Premier of the PRC State Council Zhao Ziyang and members of his delegation 
arrived at Rangoon airport this afternoon for a 5-day goodwill visit to Burma at the 
invitation of the Government of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma. 


Visiting Premier Zhao Ziyang and his delegation were welcomed at the airport by Prime 
Minister U Maung Maung Kha; Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Planning and Finance 
Thura U Tun Tin; Defense Minister Gen Thura Kyaw Htin; Minister of Agriculture and 
Forests U Ye Gaung; Minister of Industry I Brig Gen Tint Swe; Minister of Foreign 
Affairs U Lay Maung; dean of the diplomatic corps in Burma Yugoslav Ambassador Vlado 
Sestan; ambassadors and charges d'affaires ad interim in Rangoon; Chinese Ambassador to 
Burma Mo Yanzhong; staff members of the PRC Embassy; and Burmese Ambassador to China U 
Tha Tun. 


The special plane carrying the Chinese premier and his delegation arrived in Rangoon at 
1330. As the visiting premier and his delegation left the plane, a 19-gun salute was 
fired in his honor and Prime Minister U Maung Maung Kha welcomed the guests at the foot 
of the ramp. The two premiers were then saluted by the guards of honor. 


Later, as the two prime ministers and their parties proceeded toward the international 
airport building, Lanzin youths ard students waiting at the airport cordially welcomed 
the guests by waving flags of the two countries and chanting: "Good health to the PRC 
premier," "Long live the prime minister," and "May Sino-Burmese friendship be firm." 


Accompanying the visiting premier are a 23-member delegation, including Huang Hua, 
vice premier and minister oi foreign affairs; Han Nianlong, vice minister of foreign 
affairs; Zhaou Huamin, vice minister of foreign trade; Cheng Fei, vice minister of 
economic relations with foreign countries; anc 14 persons from the mass media. 


In his arrival statement, the visiting premier said: I am very happy to have come to 
Burma, our most friendly and intimate neighbor, as a state guest at the invitation of 
the Burmese Government. On this occasion, arriving in this beautiful city of Rangoon, 

I wish to state on behalf of the government and people of China that the Chinese 
Government and people send their happy and friendly regards to the government and people 
of Burma. The traditional, kindred friendship between the Chinese and Burmese peoples 
has existed for a long time. The exchange of visits between the leaders of the two 
countries and their exchanges of views have promoted and developed mutual understand- 
ing, trust and friendship. I believe that this visit will further invigorate these 
existing friendly relations and bring good results. 


Meeting With Prime Minister 
BK261416 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 26 Jan 81 
[Text] PRC Premier Zhao Ziyang and his delegation members, now visiting Burma, at 1600 


today called on U Maung Maung Kha, prime minister of the Socialist Republic of the 
Union of Burma, at the prime minister's office. 
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Present at the meeting with the visiting premier were Vice Premier of the State Council 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Huang Hua, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Han 
Nianlong, Vice Minister of Foreign Trade Zhou Huamin, Vice Minister of Economic Rela- 
tions with Foreign Countries Cheng Fei, and Chinese Ambassador to Burma Mo Yangzhong. 


Accompanying Prime Minister U Maung Maung Kha were Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Planning and Finance Thura U Tun Tin, Defense Minister Gen Thura Kyaw Htin, Minister 
of Agriculture and Forests U Ye Gaung, Minister of Industry I Brig Gen Tint Swe, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs U Lay Maung, and Burmese Ambassador to Burma U Tha Tun. 


At 1900 today, Prime Minister U Maung Maung Kha feted Premier of the State Council Zhao 
Ziyang and his delegation at the president's house on Ahlong Road. 


FOREIGN MINISTER RETURNS FROM THAILAND, SRV VISITS 


BK251514 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] U Lay Maung, minister of foreign affairs of the Socialist Republic of the Union 
of Burma, returned to Rangoon airport this evening by Burma Airways Corporation air- 
craft after paying goodwill visits to Thailand and the SRV at the invitations of Thai 
Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila and SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach. 


He was welcomed at the airport by Prime Minister U Maung Maung Kha; Minister of Home 
and Religious Affairs Brig Gen Sein Lwin; Minister of Agriculture and Forestry U Ye 
Gaung; Minister of Construction Brig Hla Tun; Minister of Information and Culture U 
Aung Kyaw Myint; Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs U Tin Ohn; Thai Charge d'Affaires 
Ad Interim in Burma nibon Sathapon; SRV Charge d'Affaires Ad Interim (Hon Pan); and 
responsible officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The Burmese delegation stayed in Bangkok, Thailand, on 19 and 20 January and held talks 
on bilateral relations in a cordial atmosphere with a Thai delegation headed by Foreign 
Minister Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila. 


On 22 January, Minister U Lay Maung and his party left Bangkok for the SRV. Accompani- 
ed by SRV Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, they flew in a special plane from Hanoi to 
Ho Chi Minh City and called on SRV Premier Pham Van Dong. On 23 January, the delega- 
tion held talks on the promotion of bilateral relations with Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach in a cordial atmosphere. 


En route from the SRV to Bangkok on 24 January, Minister U Lay Maung an’ his party 
stopped over in Vientiane, the Lao People's Democratic Republic. During their stopover 
in Vientiane, they were met by Lao Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Phoun Sipaseut and responsible officials of the Foreign Ministry. A luncheon 
was hosted for the delegation at the government guest house, where bilateral relations 
were discussed. 


BRIEFS 


JAPANESE GRANT--Japan will provide the Government of the Socialist Republic of the 
Union of Burma 35 million yen--about 1 million kyat--for the procurement of spare 
parts for maintenance of the automatic telephone exchanges in Rangoon's Mayangon town- 
ship and Maymyo. Notes of agreement to this effect were signed at the Ministry of 
Planning and Finance in Rangoon on 22 January. Deputy Minister of Planning and Finance 
Dr Maung Shein and Japanese Ambassador to Burma Masatada Tachibana signed on behalf of 
their countries. [Excerpt] [Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 1330 GMT 22 Jan 81 
BK] 
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PEN SOVAN RECEIVES SOVIET AMBASSADOR 24 JANUARY 


BK261055 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1501 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 25 Jan (SPK)--On Saturday [24 January] in Phnom Penh, KPRC Vice 
President Pen Sovan cordially received C.V. Bostorin, Soviet ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary to Kampuchea. The KPRC vice president told the Soviet envoy that the situ- 
ation in Kampuchea was developing favorably despite the maneuvers of the Chinese warmongers 
in collusicn with the U.S. imperialists and the ceaseless provocations by the Thai 
authorities, who are aiding and supporting the Pol Pot bandits and other reactionary 
Kampucheans. 


Vice President Pen Sovan thanked the Soviet Union for its aid to and support for the 
Kampuchean people's national reconstruction. 


The Soviet diplomat reaffirmed that his country will continue to aid Kampuchea in the 
economic field and in the restoration of the country's infrastructure. The meeting pro- 
ceeded in a friendly, fraternal and warm atmosphere. 


SPK REPORTS ‘RECENT' HUN SEN INTERVIEW WITH TASS 


BK240850 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1430 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 23 Jan (SPK)--International reaction has not ceased its attempts to 
interfere in the internal affairs of the PRK and prevent full recognition of the PRK on 
the international stage, declared Hun Sen, PRK minister of foreign affairs, in a recent 
interview with a TASS correspondent in Phnom Penh. The minister was of the opinion 
that “the attempts to regroup Kampuchean reactionaries mace in the wake of Son Sann's 
recent visit to Beijing are a new maneuver of Beijing and Washington and a new proof of 
the collusion between Chinese expansionism and U.S. imperialism in their opposition to 
progressive forces." 


"The promotion of Son Sann to the forefront of the Kampuchean counterrevolution does not 
rean that Beijing has abandoned its support for the partisans of Pol Pot," Hun Sen 
specifically stated, and then went on: The Pol Pot regime maintained by the Beijing 
hegemonists and the bands entrenched in Thailand have remained the principal instrument 
of China's expansionist policy toward Kampuchea, Indochina and the rest of Southeast 
Asia. He concluded: All maneuvers by Kampuchean reaction are doomed to failure. The 
hegemonists and their puppets cannot mislead the Kampuchean people, who are building a 
new life under the leadership of the KNUFNS and KPRC. 


SPK CRITICIZES THAILAND ON TOXIC CHEMICAL CHARGE 


BK240540 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0406 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 24 Jan (SPK)--"The Voice of America" has cited the Thai Supreme 
Command spokesman on the use of toxic chemicals by the Vietnamese Armed Forces in Kampuchea. 
SPK is authorized to make the following declaration. 


This is another new slander by the reactionary elements within the Thai leaders’ circle 
to cover up their complicity with the Chinese belligerents and expansionists, the U.S. 
imperialists and other reactionaries in their maneuvers against the Kampuchean people. 
This groundless piece of news is a rerun of old calumnies which were rejected by the PRK 
Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement dated 15 December 1980. 


SPK REPORTS THAI BORDER VIOLATIONS 20-21 JANUARY 


BK241504 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1438 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 24 Jan (SPK)--Thai planes continued to violate Kampuchea's airspace 
on 20 and 21 January, while land-based artillery bombarded Kampuchean territory 21 times. 
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On 20 January 1-19 aircraft carried out reconnaissance flights over the region of Yeang 
Dangkum (Battambang Province) and Thai artillery, including recoilless rifles and 82mm 


mortars, fired on Kampuchean territory 14 times, including 6 times to provide cover for 
intrusions by Pol Pot elements into two areas: north of Hill 237 where Kampuchean border 
guards put 15 of them out of action and seized several weapons, and west of Ta Sanh where 
the intruders left behind 3 dead as they returned to Thailand. 


On 21 January, Thai planes carried out several reconnaissance flights over Hill 199 (Pursat 
Province) while land-based artillery pounded Hills 172 and 322 and the sectors west of 
Ta Sanh, west of Pailin and north of Anlung Veng 7 times. 


Moreover, it was reported that on 19 Janury 3 air reconnaissance sorties, 13 Thai shellings 
against Kampuchea and an intrusion by Pol Pot bandits north of Phnum Malai--where 3 of them 
were put out of action--were registered. 


KEO CHANDA-LED DELEGATION RETURNS FROM VIETNAM 


BK240854 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1435 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 23 Jan (SPK)---A delegation of the Ministry of Information, Press and 
Culture led by Keo Chanda returned to Phnom Penh today following its visit to the SRV. 

A plan of work was signed between the Vietnamese Ministry of Culture and Information and 
the Kampuchean Ministry of Information, Press and Culture at the end of the visit. 


Attending the signing ceremony were Thanh Cong, vice minister of culture and information, 

Vo Dong Giang, vice minister of foreign affairs, and representatives of the services con- 
cemed. Also present on that occasion were Kampuchean Ambassador to Hanoi Kong Korm and 

members of the Kampuchean cultural delegation. 


PDRY PARTY DELEGATION ARRIVES IN KAMPUCHEA 23 JAN 


BK240832 Phnom Penh SPKin French 1437 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 23 Jan (SPK)--At the invitation of the KNUFNS Central Committee, a 
delegation of the PDRY Socialist Party led by Mahmud Ahmad an-Najashi, member of the party 
Central Committee, arrived in Phnom Penh today. It was greeted at Pochentong Airport by 
Front Vice President Mat Ly, Front Central Committee Deputy Secretaries General Chem Snguon 
and Khieu Kanharith, and other personalities. 


Meeting With Hun Sen 
BK261010 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1442 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 25 Jan (SPK)--The efforts made by Chinese expansionism in collusion 
with U.S. imperialism to maintain the Pol Pot remnant troops in Thailand so as to undermine 
the Kampuchean revolution and the close solidarity between the three Indochinese peoples 
have been fruitless and no force can reverse the situation in Kampuchea, affirmed Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Hun Sen when he received the delegation of the Yemen Socialist Party led 
by Mahmud Ahmed an-Najashi, member of the party Central Committee and vice chairman of the 
party's Foreign Relations Commission, in Phnom Penh on Saturday [24 January]. 


Minister Hun Sen talked about the results in all fields of national reconstruction in 
Kampuchea and thanked the brother socialist countries, especially the Soviet Union, Vietnam 
and Laos, as well as the PDRY, for their assistance and support to the Kampuchean people 

in their revolutionary cause and in their struggle against Beijing expansionism, U.S. 
imperialism and their lackeys. 


Mr Mahmud Ahmed an-Najashi praised the achievements scored in Kampuchea over the past 2 
years and affirmed the firm support of the party, government and people of the PDRY for the 
Kampuchean people in their revolutionary cause for the maintenance of peace, security and 
stability in Indochina, Southeast Asia and the rest of the world. The Yemeni people are 
always by the Kampuchean people's side, he said. 


a ————SSsSsS 
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The meeting took place in an atmosphere of cordiality and mutual understanding. 


NATION REVIEW CARRIES INTERVIEW WITH KHIEU SAMPHAN 


BK250348 Bangkok NATION REVIEW in English 25 Jan 81 pp 9, 11 
{["An Encounter With Khieu Sawphan...." by Surin Maisikhrot] 


[Text] The taxi screeched tu a stop as it reached the bank of a canal. Before me was 

a narrow neatly~built bamboo bridge, leading to Kampuchean territory. Welcome to Kampu- 
chea," Kampuchean Ambassador-at-Large Suong Sikhoeun was waiting for me at the middle of 
the bridge, called the “Friendship Bridge." le introduced me to a handsome looking young 
man. “Here is Prince Norodom Narindrapong, son of Prince Norodom Sihanouk." Prince 
Narin, in his halting English, offered his thanks to Thailand and other ASEAN countries 
for the support for the Kampuchean people to fight the Vietnamese. The political support, 
he said, was very valuable. 


The weather was nice and cool. The sun was shining strong. I was led onto a narrow path 
with small vegetable beds and shelters on both sides. Before long, I arrived at the 
"jungle." Five bamboo huts stood out. Keat Chhon, minister attached to the Prime 
Minister's Office of Democratic Kampuchea, greeted me and offered me soft drinks. I took 
a bag of water. 


"You can ask all the questions to the prime minister," Chhon told me, adding: "You will 
see the prime minister in about 15 minutes." He left the table made of bamboo and covered 
with neat plastic sheets--and suggested that I move to another nearby hut, which I 

figured was used as a reception room for guests. It turned out to be the "press room." 
Rattan arm-chairs were scattered around. On the wall was a map of Kampuchea. 


A few minutes later, Khieu Samphan emerged, smiling. "His Excellency, the prime minister, 
the minister announced. Khieu Samphan was accompanied by Mrs Ieng Thirith, minister of 
social affairs, wife of Deputy Premier Ieng Sary. She later served as interpreter 
throughout the three-hour interview. 


Khieu Samphan was in brown long sleeved shirt, wearing a black and white scarf, short 
gray hair and in apparently good health. He greeted me and sat down at the other end of 
the table, ready to deliver his "speech." 


"You are the first Thai journalist to interview me. You are close to us but you seem to 
have come late," he said--and introduced Sihanouk's son to me. "His royal highness 
Prince Narindrapong joined us recently. He came here from Paris," the premier said. 
Narin acted as Khieu Samphan's secretary throughout the interview. He took down every 
word uttered by the premier. 


Khieu Samphan looked serious at the outset. But he burst into laughter when I told nim 
that since I had waited many months to interview him, I had stocked up a pile of questions. 


"Let me begin with a briefing on the military situation in Kampuchea in our fight against 
the Vietnamese," he started his monologue which lasted nearly one hour. Khieu Samphan, 
exuding confidence as a guerrilla leader, went over point by point. It was difficult to 
interrupt him although there were strong temptations at times to cut in and pose some 
other questions I had long wanted to ask him. 


"Since December, 1979, the Vietnamese troops have come to a standstill and are now going 
down and down," He claimed, adding: "They can no longer attack our guerrillas." He was 
apparently trying to put across a rosy picture of his struggle. "We have been progressing 
in all fields, political, moral and technical. This shows clearly that the Le Duan clique 
is losing the war in Kampuchea." He raised his voice and clenched his fists. 


The heated "briefing" did not turn the cool weather any warmer. I borrowed a sweater 
from the minister seated nearby. 
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Khieu Samphan continued with his speech. He told me about the fighting in many areas 
where he claimed his fighters had been able to penetrate the Vietnamese defence lines. 
He cited the battlefields in Samlot and in areas along the Mekong Basin where, he said, 
the Vietnamese had been forced to withdraw their troops. "They dare not show their 
heads. If they did, they would be blasted by our ten-man units employing hit-and-run 
tactics," he said. Khieu Samphan gestured vigorously. He said his Khmer Rouge army 
was now 40,000 strong, all armed. "We have been able to bring down the number of dead 
and wounded significantly. Where there are Vietnamese, there are guerrillas of 
Democratic Kampuchea." 


The 45-minute cassette tape was running to the end of the roll but the Khmer Rouge was 
still talking. The minister turned the tape around. "Now I would like to give you some 
examples," Khieu Samphan continued, apparently unaware of my restlessness. “We attacked 
them at Samlot, Pailin and Crimae. We wiped out their division at Samlot and we are 
planning to do the same in other places. Now the Vietnamese are confused over whether 
to abandon Pailin to defend Samlot or to abandon ‘amlot and defend Pailin. They are 
hopeless," he said. 


Khieu Samphan, a former professor at the national university in Kampuchea before joining 
the underground movement against the Lon Nol regime, stood up holding a bamboo stick 
pointing at various areas he mentioned. He sat down again and moved his armchair closer 
to the table, clenched his hands and continued: “Another example. In November 1980, 
ten Vietnamese soldiers surrendered to us. Five days later, more came. They told us 
they had just come to Samlot ten days earlier from Saigon (Ho Chi Minh Citv). The 
Vietnamese leaders told them that they would be in charge of harvesting 4: Kampuchea. 
But when they arrived, they were given arms to fight. So they fled...." 


Khieu Samphan, also president of the Presidium of the state, came to the end of his 
briefing. He sounded so confident it looked like he was ready to march back to 
Phnom Penh. 


"Now I would like to talk about the political situation in Kampuchea," he continued, 
showing no signs of exhaustion despite the long address. He went on with his explana- 
tion about how his government had gained popular political support in the local areas. 
His line was always the same: We are winning. They are losing. Khieu Samphan wasn't 
unaware of the cynicism from some circles. 


When it was time for questions, I was almost dazed by the lengthy briefing. ASEAN has 
been talking about a third force. They think your record of brutality puts people off 
and that the Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin regime is not acceptable. What's your 
reaction to that?" I asked. 


Khieu Samphan sat back. "First of all, I am of the opinion that ASEAN has a firm policy 
of not accepting the fait accompli of the Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. This is 

a very valuable position. ASEAN members may have different approaches but they share the 
same principle on the Kampuchean issue...." 


He paused and added: "We support the call for an international conference to seek a 
settlement on the Kampuchean issue. As long as Vietnam refuses to take part in the 
conference, ASEAN will continue to demand it. Japan will continue to demand it. 
Australia also wants it. And all this time, the Kampuchean people will continue fight- 
ing. When the Vietnamese are bogged down, they will be forced to come to the conference 
table." 


Is he ready to visit various countries to woo support for Democratic Kampuchea? "I! don't 
have such a plan yet but our deputy prime minister, Leng Sary, has been to foreign 
countries to promote relations with them," Khieu Samphan said. 
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Son Sann went to Beijing and several other countries recently. Does he feel that 
China may tilt more towards Son Sann than the Khmer Rouge? "As far as I can understand 
the intentions of China, I think Beijing wants all the resistance movements to be 
united. This is the stand of the Chinese leaders," he said. 


Has there been any cooperation between the Khmer Rouge and Son Sann's faction? "The 
cooperation has not involved any concrete actions yet," Khieu Samphan said. He did 
not elaborate but informed sources along the Thai-Kampuchean border have suggested 
that at the lower-level of fighting, the two groups had been providing each other 
with assistance. High-level coordination, if at all, has been minimal. 


Could he elaborate on the change of policy of his regime? "We don't have socialism 
anymore. We simply can't acford socialist programmes when the country faces 
extermination. We have to survive first. And to survive we must wage a hard 

struggle and obtain support from all sections. We are, after all, a small unit. The 
aggressors are not only the Vietnamese but also the Russians as well as Cubans. 

When we first adopted communism, we thought that it was a means to gain independence 
for the survival of the nation. Now we realize that we cannot follow that path. If 
we join the Russian bloc, we would be swallowed by the Vietnamese. If we allowed 

that to happen, the Vietnamese would send in their people by the hundreds and thousands 
every year. Soon, we would find ourselves the minority in our own home...." 


Khieu Samphan was getting very excited. He just couldn't stop. Would he admit to 
past mistakes? 


"During 1975-78, the people saw that Democratic Kampuchea did some good things and also 
some bad things. Facing the danger of extinction, we fought hard. And we have 
succreded in saving the nation. We also realize that if Kampuchea wanted to survive, 
we muscu’'t be isolated. We must unite all the forces. So, there must be new 
political programmes, which have been implemented within the country since September 
1979. There is no more collectivism. People are free to grow their rice and 
vegetables...." 


Khieu Samphan did not look exhausted. He continued with his plan to develop better 
economic relations with Thailand and other ASEAN countries, Japan and Australia. 
"But first things first," he declared. “We must first win the war against the 
Vietnamese...." The odds aren't very encouraging. And Khieu Samphan knows the 
mission is a long, painful and difficult one. 


The weather grew cooler as I walked out of the “jungle headquarters." It was hard 
to dismiss his enthusiasm. His optimism wasn't veryconvincing. His record was not 
easily defensible. He says he has repented. But does the world believe in that? 


VODK: KAMPUCHEANS REJECT ‘FARCICAL' ELECTION 


BK260425 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 
2330 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Unattributed article: "The Kampuchean People and the World People as a Whole Have 
Absolutely No Need for Vietnam's Barbarous Election Law"] 


[Text] Recently, the Vietnamese aggressor in Phnom Penh publicized their mlti-article 
election decree-law, according to which voting will be universal and equal and all 
citizens of the so-called republic--without distinction according to ethnic group or 
duration of residency--may vote if they have reached 18 years of age and may stand for 
election if they have reached 21. This is clearly an election law designed to foster 
expansion, annexation and genocide against the Kampuchean nation--a law that the Vietnamese 
enemy are going to implement in their upcoming farcical elections. 
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At the beginning of January, the Vietnamese enemy sent many Vietnamese citizens to settle 
in Phnom Penh. It is clear as daylight that all the male, female, young and old Vietnamese 
who have taken up residency in Kampuchea during the past 2 years, as well as the newly 
arrived Vietnamese, will stand for election and will vote in these so-called universal and 
equal elections. In Phnom Penh and other zones under the temporary control of the 
Vietnamese enemy, the state authority at all levels from top to bottom is in the hands of 
the Vietnamese. Everything from the central to the village levels is under the management 
of the more than 250,000 Vietnamese troops and more than 50,000 Vietnamese functionaries-- 
a total of more than 300,000 Vietnamese--and this management is enforced through the 
barrels of the guns of various calibers, the dark prison cells, chains and fetters, the 
blades of guillotines and so on. Millions of Kampuchean citizens--the owners of the 
country--have become the victims of Vietnamese weapons, Vietnamese-created famine and 
Vietnamese toxic chemicals. Hundreds of thousands of them have been forced to flee the 
country and take temporary refuge in neighboring countries, and millions of others have 
become refugees within Kampuchea itself in order to escape Vietnamese massacre and 
starvation. War is raging throughout the country. 


In such a situation, how can one talk about elections and the so-called election law? 
Where in this world do citizens of a country go to vote amid the bristling bayonets of 
foreign aggressor forces--as the Vietnamese have said they intend to do in Kampuchea? 
More particularly, where in this world can one find a law granting pure aliens--such as 
the Vietnamese who have plundered the country--the right to stand for election and to 
vote, as stipulated by the law of the jungle of the Vietnamese aggressors? In this 
world, only the criminal, piratic, satanic, fascist and barbarous Vietnamese, who have 
invaded Kampuchea and massacred its citizens, are morbid enough to force the Kampucheans 
at bayonet point to recognize them as their representatives and lawmakers in order to 

be massacred and exterminated in a legal way. All Kampuchean people of all nationalities 
absolutely refuse to accept this election. We categorically reject and oppose it. Peace, 
independence and justice-loving countries the world over have already rejected this 
election masquerade since the day the Vietnamese proclaimed before the 35th UN General 
Assembly that they would perform this circus show. So far, the great majority of nations 
has either continued to reject this election horseplay or completely ignored it. All, 
though, have been unanimous in more vigorously joining forces to demand that Vietnam 
attend the international conference on Kampuchea to be held soon in order to set a 
specific timeframe for Vietnam to withdraw all its aggressor troops from Kampuchea in 
accordance with the resolution of the 35th UN General Assembly and, after that, to prepare 
an election under UN supervision in which ali Kampuchean citizens will have full freedom 
to elect a national government of their choice. 


What we want and what the UN General Assembly has time and again demanded in its 
resolutions is a free vote under UN supervision and a complete withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops from Kampuchea. Kampucheans should never be taken in by the election comedy or 
the barbarous election law issued by the Vietnamese to legalize their occupation of 
Kampuchea, their massacre of the Kampuchean nation and their annexation of Kampuchean 
territory through their law of the jungle and banditry. 


VODK: PRC PLA FUNCTION MARKS DK ARMY FOUNDING 


BK240350 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian to Kampuchea 2300 GMT 
22 Jan 81 


[Text] On 2 January, the Chinese People's Liberation Army held a grand meeting in Beijing 
to mark the 13th founding anniversary of the Democratic Kampuchean National Army. 
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Over 1,000 cadres and combatants of the PLA Beijing artillery division and Division Commander 
Zhang Yinghui, as well as Yin Zuozhen, deputy director of the Foreign Affairs Bureau of 

the PRC Ministry of National Defense, attended the meeting. Democratic Kampuchean 

Ambassador Pech Cheang and his staff also attended the meeting by invitation. 


In a speech at the meeting, Zhen Jipei, political commissar of the artillery division, 
expressed the firm support and assistance given by the Chinese Army and people to the just 
struggle waged by the Democratic Kampuchean Army, guerrillas and people under the leadership 
of the Democratic Kampuchean Government and the PDFGNUK against the Vietnamese aggressors 

in defense of the nation and territory and for the preservation of the Kampuchean race. 


He said: The Democratic Kampuchean National Army is a valiant and courageous army. 
This army has waged a strenuous struggle for the independence and liberation of the fatherland. 
Following the large-scale war of aggression against Kampuchea perpetrated by the Vietnamese 
authorities and supported by the Soviets, the Democratic Kampuchean National Army has 

taken up the sacred task of countering the Vietnamese aggressors to save the nation and 
defend national independence. The Kampuchean combatants have maintained a vivid and 
fearless spirit, sacrificing their lives to wage a valiant struggle. Under the most 
difficult conditions, they have practiced a wide-scale guerrilla war, actively attacking 
the enemy, blowing up bridges, destroying trains, wiping out enemy positions, eroding the 
enemy forces and even infiltrating and raiding the Vietnamese troops from within. 


The Democratic Kampuchean National Army has smashed the Vietnamese strategy of swift 

attack and swift victory and has driven the Vietnamese forces into inextricable difficulties. 
Democratic Kampuchea has now passed the most difficult stage of the Vietnamese war of 
aggression and has maintained and even developed its forces and fought the enemy to a 

new situation. 


Zhen Jipei added: As long as the Kampuchean Army and people implement the PDFGNUK political 
program to consistently fight the Vietnamese aggressors, they will certainly be able to 
overcome all kinds of difficulties in their advance to defeat the aggressors, thus achieving 
the sacred cause of defending national independence and sovereignty. The Kampuchean people 
will score the final victory. 


He also added: The peoples and armies of China and Kampuchea are close comrades in arms 
who mutually sympathize and support each other and are tied by a solid bond of militant 
friendship. The struggle waged by the Kampuchean people against the Vietnamese aggressors 
is not only aimed at safeguarding the Kampuchean nation, but is also a significant contri- 
bution to countering the international hegemonists. The Chinese people firmly side with 
and support the struggle of the fraternal Kampuchean people. In the future, the Chinese 
people will continue to support the Kampuchean people until they achieve final victory. 


Afterward, Ambassador Pech Cheang expressed his sincere thanks to the Chinese Army, 
people and government for their determined support and assistance to the just struggle 
of the Kampuchean Army, guerrillas and people under the leadership of the Democratic 
Kampuchean Government and the PDFGNUK against the Vietnamese aggressors for national 
salvation in contribution to the defense of peace in Southeast Asia. He reaffirmed 
the determination of the Kampuchean Army, guerrillas and people to uphold the banner 
of the great union of the nation and all Kampuchean people, implement the PDFGNUK 
political program and the new strategic political line, and unite as one under the 
leadership of the Democratic Kampuchean Government against the Vietnamese enemy 
aggressors, expansionists, annexationists and race exterminators until they are 
totally driven out of the sacred Kampuchean land. 
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PROTEST TO NONG KHAI GOVERNOR OVER MEKONG INCIDENT 


BK241346 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0430 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] On 21 January, Thongmani Thipphommachan, member of the Administrative Committee 
of Vientiane Province, sent a memorandum to the governor of Nong Khai Province on the 
shooting of a Lao cargo boat by Thai troops on 20 January. The text of memorandum 
reads as follows: 


To the governor of Nong Khai Province, I have the honor to inform you of the following: 
On 20 January, a cargo boat of the transportation company under the Ministry of 
Communications, Public Works and Transportation, loaded with 30 tons of coffee, sailed 
upstream from Savannakhet to Vientiane. As soon as it reached the Ban Nong Doen area in 
Bungkan District, Nong Khai Province, at 1120, it was fired on by Thai troops. Uncle 
Ngao, the boat captain, speeded up and successfully steered the boat from the dangerous 
area. 


However, when the boat reached Don Kampheng Island at 1430, it was intercepted by another group 
of Thai troops. They fired on the boat in a threatening manner in order to force it to land 

on the Thai side of the river. Nevertheless, Uncle Ngao, who had a high sense of duty, 

refused to do so as he knew that to journey along the Mekong River was not illegal. 


Then a number of Thai troops on the Thai bank, fully armed with M-16 and carbine rifles, 
ran to the riverside and fired hundreds of rounds of ammunition at the boat, three of 
which hit Uncle Ngao in his shoulder, arm and back. Uncle Ngao, who was steering, 

died instantiy. One crewman was hit in his arm and was seriously injured. His arm was 
broken. The boat and the goods aboard were seriously damaged. 


The boat was towed to a landing point in Paksan District. The body of the deceased was 
brought to his home at Tha Naleng in Hatsaifong District, Vientiane Province, for religious 
rites. The injured man was sent to a hospital. 


Regarding this incident, I am extremely upset by the frantic, inhuman act committed by 
Thai troops operating in the area. Such a savage, cruel act was not the first incident. 
Many other incidents have taken place in the past. Such acts were intentional, brazen, 
obdurate, extremely reactionary and run counter to the spirit and contents of the Lao- 
Thai joint statements and memorandum on meetings between Vientiane and Nong Khai 
Provinces. We demand the Thai side pay full compensation for the damage. 


I, therefore, notify you in your capacity as governor of Nong Khai Province so that you 
may take appropriate corrective actions and resolute measures to punish the wrongdoers 
and check the recurrence of such incidents, which affect the fine relations between Laos 
and Thailand, in order to make the Mekong a river of genuine peace. This is to make it 
convenient for the people on both sides of the river to join in peacefully making a 
living and to ensure tranquillity on the basis of fraternity and good neighborliness. 
The Thai side must be held solely responsible for any future incidents. 


I hope I will obtain your cooperation as governor of Nong Khai Province with regard to 
the above-mentioned incident. 


Respectfully yours. 
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PART I OF KAYSONE SPEECH AT SPC PLENARY SESSION 


BK201206 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1100 GMT 16 Jan 81 


[Part one of LPDR Premier Kaysone Phomvihan's report delivered at annual plenary session 
of Supreme People's Council in Vientiane on 6 January 1981--read by announcer] 


[Text] Respected LPDR and SPC President Souphanouvong; respected SPC vice presidents; 
respected vice premiers; respected adviser to the government; respected SPC members: 


I am greatly honored and very pleased to present to the session of the SPC, on behalf 

of the council of ministers, a report on the situation in our country over the past 5 
years, the status of the implementation of the 3-year plan 1978-1980, and the directions 
and duties of the 5-year plan 1981-1985 which is the first long-term plan for the defense 
and construction of our beloved socialist country--a plan which has been adopted to further 
implement the eighth resolution of the LPRP Central Committee. 


We have just witnessed the joyous, enthusiastic atmosphere and confident workstyle during 
the celebration of the fifth anniversary of our national day. I am of the opinion that 

only a nation which has been trained and tempered in a hard and protracted struggle and 
which is absolutely confident of its victory and its bright future can maintain such a 
workstyle. What we saw during the national day celebrations made us--who have been en- 
trusted by the people of various nationalities to manage the country and guide its destiny-- 
profoundly aware of our heavy responsibility. 


Part one: Great, Firm Achievements in 5 Years of the Defense and Construction of the 
LPDR and the Implementation of the 3-Year State Plan from 1978 to 1980 


Respected personages: Over the past 5 years, our people have basically carried out the 
tasks of defending the country, restoring and building the economy, developing culture 

and reconstructing the country under favorable conditions. However, we have passed 
numerous tests. With the establishment of the LPDR, our nation entered a new era, 

an era of independence, freedomand socialism. The colonial, feudal ruling system was 
completely overthrown, people's administrations were set up, and the people of various 
nationalities became owners of their country and are now concentrating their energies 

and abilities on building their country in a joyous, active manner. Our nation's potential 
and position of strength in many areas has been exploited, promoted and expanded step by 
step. 


At the same time, Vietnam has won complete victory in its revolution. The whole country 
has been reunified and is marching toward socialist construction. The SRV has won the 
aggressive war of the Chinese big-nation expansionists and hegemonists and their henchmen. 
It has also scored great success in socialist construction. As for the Kampuchean people, 
they have completely toppled the genocidal Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique, and have established 
the PRK. As a result, their country has been revived and is now marching along the road 
of genuine revolution, the road to socialism. 


These successes have created favorable conditions for the three ‘raternal countries in 
Indochina--Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea--to strengthen solidarity, cooperation and mutual 
assistance in all respects with a view toward safeguarding their respective independence, 
building socialism and jointly defending the outpost of revolution, and contributing to the 
maintenance of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 
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In the world, the three revolutionary currents have continued to develop vigorously. 

The growth and strength of the Soviet Union as well as of the entire socialist system 

is noteworthy. The rampart of world revolution and peace has continued to maintain a 
defensive position and has repeatedly scored victories. As a result, the imperialists 
and other international reactionaries have daily been driven into a position of offensive 
and impasse. All this has been encouraging and has constituted a firm basis for our 
people to carr, out national defense and construction. 


In the past 5 years our revolution has surmounted various difficulties and tests. The 
most outstanding occurance was when, immediately after winning our 30-year struggle 

for independence, we were directly confronted with a counterrevolutionary alliance--the 
greatest in history--between imperialists and big-nation expansionists. They have 
carried out sabotage activities against our young republic in an all-round, frantic, 
relentless and cunning manner, in an attempt to weaken, invade and swallow up our country. 


At the same time, we found it necessary to improve the people's living conditions and 
build the country in circumstances where our economy and culture were underdeveloped, 
the country had been badly destroyed by the war of aggression and we were faced with 
serious vestiges from the old system. We were also faced with numerous difficulties re- 
sulting from a lack of experience in the state, economic and social management required 
as the first step toward socialism. 


Nevertheless, under the clear-sighted and correct leadership of our state and party, and 
with enormous support and assistance from various fraternal and friendly countries, our 
people cf all nationalities and all our armed forces and public security forces, bringing 
into full play the nation's revolutionary traditions and heightening the spirit of 
loving the country and socialism, persistently sought to advance and scored great, all- 
round and basic victories. 


1. On the front of national defense and the maintenance of public security: 


The most outstanding point is that our party and state are clearly aware of the dangerous 
act of betrayal committed by the big-nation expansionists and their collusion with the 
imperialists and other reactionary forces as well as their heinous and relentless 
schemes. On this basis, our party and state, adopting the policy of interrelating 

the two strategic tasks, national defense and socialist construction are determined to 
strengthen our forces in all respects, firmly safeguard the country's independence and 
national sovereignty and educate and train the entire army and people to heighten their 
vigilance and always maintain combat readiness. Furthermore, our party and state have 
pursued a glorious military line, isolating, disintegrating and gradually repulsing the 
enemy until each of his strategic maneuvers has been smashed to bits. 


In short, we have smashed and counterattacked the enemy's sabotage schemes and tricks 

in several spheres, wiped out and shattered most of the enemy underground forces as 

well as enemy forces from outside, checked and smashed enemy schemes to stage rebellions 
and effectively safeguarded the security of the various leading organs of the party and 
state. We heave also basically shattered the enemy's cruel schemes to incite division 
and set up bandit bands in nationality areas and returned the majority of the misled 
people to the revolution. We have reorganized the daily life of these people and have 
pacified and normalized the situation in the nationality areas. 


We have achieved some successes in eleiminating the vestiges of the old society and 
educated, trained and assisted the victims of the old society so that they can rebuild 
their lives and participate in national construction. 
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In other spheres, we have tried to enable the various strata to heighten vigilance against 
the enemy's psychological schemes of infiltration, sabotage and destruction and his 

scheme of peaceful changes [phanpian doi santi], thereby firmly consolidating the unity 
among the entire people and among all nationalities, strengthening daily the unity be- 
tween our country and Vietnam, Kampuchea, the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist 
countries and defeating the enemy's divisive schemes. 


Our armed forces and public security forces have rapidly grown and become strong in all 
respects. Many new military organizations and corps have been established. The arming 
of our forces has been increased and improved. The army and popular public security 
forces have been built up and organized. The state has proclaimed the rank classifica- 
tion system for the army and the public security forces. This marks the growth of our 
armed forces. 


Under the leadership of party committees and the administration at various levels, our 
armed forces and public security forces have endeavored to overcome all difficulties and 
hardships in a spirit of sacrifice in order to build and strengthen their forces in 
preparation to fight and fight well to successfully fulfill all tasks entrusted to them. 
However, recently, a number of cadres, state employees and combatants as well as some 
of our people have failed to understand enemy schemes and have lacked vigilance. This 
has created an opportunity for enemies and wicked persons to foment disturbances and 
cause losses to us. 


The party committees, administrations and mass organizations in many areas have not yet 
directed full attention to educating, training, and fostering their military units and 
public security forces and guiding their activities. Many localities have failed to 
effectively coordinate and combine the activities in the three areas--political, 
economic and military--in order to maintain public security. As a result, our victories 
have been limited. 


2. On the economic, financial battlefront: 


Over the past 5 years, in restoring the economy, expanding production, and transforming 
and building the econony in accordance with our socialist line, we have faced many 
difficulties and obstacles, despite conditions which are basically favorable. The 
already underdeveloped economy in the former liberated areas was heavily damaged by the 
war. The economy in the newly liberated areas was profoundly affected by the neo- 
colonialist economy and had been grievously dependent on foreign markets. 


We have had to organize and divide manpower and financial support among national defense 
and the hundreds of thousands of people who were displaced by the enemies, so that they 
can return to their native villages to build a new, normal life. Moreover, many areas 
throughout the country have suffered serious natural calamities, including the severe 
drought and fiooding in the central and southern regions in 1978 and 1979, which had 

not happened for dozens of years. 


At the same time, the enemies have subtly schemed to sabotage our economy. As a result, 
our people have faced difficulties in their daily lives, and the economic situation in 
some areas has been confused. However, thanks to the correct line of the party and 
state, with the great perseverance and industriousness of the people of various 
nationalities and with effective assistance from various fraternal countries, friendly 
countries and international organizations, we have successfully overcome many of the 
difficulties in expanding production, thereby guaranteeing the normal living conditions 
to the people cf various nationalities. 
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Some areas have been successfully improved and are serving the state under the new cir- 
cumstances. In addition, we have begun to build a new economic structure, form a new 
system of distribution, and build and train contingents of cadres working for the economic 
sector. 


Over the past 5 years, agricultural and forestry production has been considerably and 
satisfactorily develcped in all respects. Worthy of note is that the amount of 

cereals produced throughout the country in 1980 was 300,000 tons more than in 1975. 

This was the first time in history that our country harvested more than 1 million tons of 
rice in a year. To our country, these achievements are of very great significance. They 
are beneficial to production and the daily life of the people. 


During the 5-year period, we restored or reclaimed nearly 100,000 ha of fallow and waste 
land. Reservoirs and irrigation systems have been consolidated and expanded in many areas. 
The farming area served by the irrigation system has increased to 114,200 ha. The acreage 
for dry-season rice farming has increased by three times. Dry-season rice farming has 
become a common way to earn a living for farmers in many areas. Efficiency in carrying 
out this dry-season rice farming is also increasing daily. This has contributed to im- 
provement in the farmers’ living conditions. 


The acreage for planting other cereal crops and industrial trees has also been doubled. 


To serve agriculture, the state has set up a number of industrial establishments, for 
example, animal feed factories, animal vaccine factories and tractor repair shops. The 
state has also expanded small industrial plants in several areas to produce agricultural 
tools to serve the requirements of farmers in carrying out production tasks. The number 
and variety of machines used in agricultural production has been increased by more than 
three times. 


To accelerate the movement to carry out intensive cultivation and to increase production 
efficiency, the state has set up and expanded a number of bases for study and experiments 
in plant and animal strains. It has also guided the utilization of technology in planting 
crops and breeding animals and has motivated the farmers to make use of new techniques in 
intensive cultivation. Models for using the new techniques have appeared in many areas. 


Livestock breeding has moved forward, family livestock breeding has been promoted, and 
collective livestock breeding has been set up step by step. New techniques in livestock 
breeding have been effectively used in some areas. Fish farming has also been expanded in 
many areas. More attention has been paid to preventing and eliminating contagious animal 
diseases. This is why the number of domestic animals in the country has increased con- 
siderably during the past 5 years, despite the contagious animal diseases that have spread 
in certain areas. The number of cattle alone has increased by 350,000 since 1975. 


Forestry work, which is regarded as one of our country's strengths, has also received 
attention. The state has adopted many appropriate measures and has made appropriate in- 
vestment in the preservation, nurturing and exploitation of trees as well as other forestry 
products. The destruction of forests has been gradually restricted. The aforestation 
movement have been enthusiastically carried out in many areas. As many as 1.5 million ha 
of forests have been surveyed. The surveys have taken various forms including modern forms 
with Soviet assistance. The variety of machinery used in forestry work has been increased 
considerably. The number of forestry products produced each year has increased by some 30 
percent, and many of these products are of high value. 
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In order to convert to socialism in the agricultural field, our party and state have been 
implementing a plan to set up agricultural cooperatives throughout the country since 1978. 
As of late 1979, the movement to switch to agricultural cooperatives has been expanded to 
52 percent of all cantons and 26 percent of all villages throughout the country. Some 

70 percent of farmers have joined agricultural cooperatives. The agricultural 
cooperatives movement has been consolidating daily and has marched purposely forward. 


The purposes of the plan and policy to convert to agricultural cooperatives are to re- 
organize the production and labor system in the countryside and to apply the three revolu- 
tions to boost agricultural production in order to guarantee a plentiful and prosperous 
life for the farmers. Other important purposes are to strengthen the worker-peasant 
alliance, consolidate political bases and rebuild the countryside. These are the correct 
plans and policies in conformance with the requirements of the defense and construction of 
our country. 


Conversion to agricultural cooperatives causes new problems. The administration at cer- 
tain levels and farmers in many areas have no experience in this matter. However, the 
conversion to agricultural cooperatives in areas where the local administrations profound- 
ly understand this plan and policy and have concentrated their guidance on carefully im- 
plementing them by building experiemental stations has regularly and firmly moved forward. 
Agricultural cooperative movements in the countryside have become commonplace and have 
been developed in all respects. 


In industry, we have had many successes in setting up bases for communications and trans- 
portation, small industries and handicrafts. Thanks to the efforts of the state and the 
revolutionary spirit of the fraternal workers, we have been successful not only in restor- 
ing necessary factories and plants but also in building many additional factories and 
plants which serve the national economy and daily lives of the people. 


In general, we have elevated the production capabilities of certain important industrial 
sectors. We have completed the construction of the second phase of the Nam Ngum Dam 
hydroelectric project to increase the electricity production capacity of the dam from 
30,000 to 110,000 kilowatts. The installation of high-power electric lines has been 
increased by 2.5 times. Over 80 factories have converted from using fuel oil to elec- 
tricity. The utilization of electricity in industrial production has been implemented 

in the initial stage. In Vientiane alone, electricity is in use in industrial production 
in a total area of 6,000 ha. [sentence as heard] The electricity consumption network 
for the public has also been expanded. At present, over half a million people have 
access to electricity. 


We have built auto and tractor repair shops and textile factories in Oudomsai Province, 
increased textile production bases in Vientiane, and built the Chinaimo water works with 
a water production capacity of 40,000 cubic meters per day. The Phontieu tin mine has 
been consolidated and expanded to increase production capacityin the coming years. The 
limestone [hin kao] mine has produced over 30,000 tons of limestone. The salt production 
bases at Ban Bo, Ban Keun and Bo Sen have been reactivated and expanded. We have also 
attentively increased prospecting, surveying and providing necessary conditi ns for the 
step by step development of the mining industry. 


We have consolidated and built foundations for light industrial products such as beer, 
soft drinks, fish sauce, bread, cookies, flour, soap, oxygen, plastic tubing and other 
household items. Production bases for construction materials such as brick and roof 
tile factories have been built in various areas. 
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The state has paid attention to reactivating and promoting small industrial and handicraft 
production among both collective enterprises and private individuals. Handicraft bases 
for producing necessities and goods for export have also been consolidated and devcluped 
in various localities. Examples of these are, work shops for producing iron tools, gar- 
ments, rattan furniture, wooden furniture, wickerware, belts, embroidery work and handi- 
craft products. In Vientiane and Savannakhet provincial capitals alone, over 4,000 fam- 
ilies are engaged in producing household necessities and handicraft goods for export. 


In the building sector, we have completed the construction of certain important irriga- 
tion projects and some industrial foundations, and have reconstructed small towns and 
municipalities destroyed during the war. Many more warehouses, oil pipelines, reservoirs, 
schools, hospitals, organizational offices and public buildings have been built in the 
capital and other cities. We have repaired and built a total of over 3,000 kw of old and 
new roads, 450 old and new bridges, waterways transportation facilities, ai fields and 
boat landings in several localities, thereby expanding the land, marine and air transpor- 
tation systems to better serve goods distribution and transportation and the movement of 
the people. Our international communications system has also been developed. The state 
transportation capability has doubled since 1976. 


In the goods distribution and circulation sector, we have expanded state trade enterprise 
and collective trade networks to all districts and nearly all cantons. The system of 
goods distribution has been improved with the aim of serving production, construction and 
the requirements of the state and people. 


We have standardized the monetary system and implemented an independent moretary and 
finance policy. The state has remodeled the tax collection system and creatively im- 
plemented pricing policies so as to gradually take control of foreign trade tranSactions. 
These policies are positively useful for promoting goods production and circulation. 


We have developed economic cooperation and relations with the fraternal socialist coun- 
tries, and have tried to secure assistance and support from friendly countries and inter- 
national organizations. International economic assistance, including capital, technical 
expertise and labor, particularly from the socialist countries, has contributed signi- 
ficantly to our people's efforts to develop and increase production and improve their 
living conditions, and to ensuring normal state functioning. At the same time, it has 
also contributed to increased production, construction and transportation portentials in 
our country. 


In sum, our economic and financial successes in the past 5 years have positively contrib- 
uted to normalizing the people's living conditions, and have created important fundamental 
conditions for our socialist transformation and construction. They clearly testify that 
the economic policies adopted by our party and state are correct. 


It is the policy of our party and state to use agriculture and forestry as the foundation 
for industrialization, trade as the primary factor, and communications as a sharp tool in 
order to promote goods production. This does away with a natural economy characterized 
by individual self-sufficiency, and carries out economic transformation and construction 
along the socialist path by putting primary stress on construction and correctly applying 
the principles of five economic branches so as to create favorable conditions for the 
socialist economy and to allow the state economy to assume the leading role, by paylug 
attention to building and developing the local economy, and by gradually unifying the 
national economy. 
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At the same time, we must effectively secure economic assistance and cooperation from 
the international community, and look for our country's natioral economic potential in 
order to move forward to build our national economy into an independent, sovereign and 
socialist economy. 


Nevertheless, our economic and financial successes in the past were limited. This is 
because the enemies have tried to sabotage and destroy our economy, and because the 
natural economy has always been plagued by a serious imbalance. But most important, 
we have failed to profoundly appreciate the policy of our party and state in the ini- 
tial stage of socialist transformation. In the economic management sphere, we still 
lack experience. Our party cadres and members have failed to concentrate on studying 
and carrying out economic work and closely grasping and managing the economy. The 
implementation of the principle of labor distribution among the production and economic 
branches remains ineffective. The implementation of all economic policies has always 
been delayed while favortism has been practiced in economic management. As a result, 
several obstacles have been created to obstruct the economic movements in our country. 
The impetus of economic progress in certain economic sectors in several localities has 
been gradually slowing down, and our economy has failed to make progress. 


3. The cultural, educational and public health spheres: 


With regard to the cultural, educational and public health fields, we have had numerous 
gratifying achievements. By implementing the policy of [words indistinct], that is the 
production relations revolution, the scientific and technical revolution, and the 
ideological and cultural revolution. Our party and state have extensively and 
constantly educated our entire party, army and masses in order to convince all of them 
to clearly understand revolutionary changes, the profound, clear-cut cnd all-round 
characteristics of the class struggle, and to resolve the question of who is winning in 
the struggle between socialism and capitalism. 


In particular, all of them must be made to clearly understand our enemies and friends 
as well as their actual tasks in the new period of the revolution. 


As a result, of the ideological change and the passage through the various stages of 
the revolutionary movements, the patriotism and love of socialism of our cadres, 
combatants and people of all nationalities have been further enhanced. Their 
confidence in the revolution and the future of the country has also been firmly consol- 
idated. 


The propaganda, information and cultural work has also developed. We have concentrated 
on developing current newspapers, readjusting the radio broadcasting network, and 
further promoting the role of newspapers and radio broadcasts in educating the people. 
As a result, the objectives of work in this sphere have been more effectively and 
profoundly fulfilled among army units, workers, farmers, youths, women and children, 

as have the goals of other propaganda tasks. 


Movements in art, literary, sports and acrobatic work have also been vigorously promot- 
ed. In addition, we have consolidated art and acrobatic troupes, literary units, 
projection teams, sports activities and book composition and publication by the state. 
We have encouraged the masses to engage in book composition and art work and to set up 
amateur art troupes and sport teams in schools, hospitals, production bases, villages 
and cantons. We have promoted people's artists, and traditional Lao folk singers and 
musicians by encouraging them to use their wisdom and abilities to serve the country 
and socialism. 
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Our fruitful activities in the field of propaganda, education, culture, art and 
literature as mentioned above make a significant contribution to propagandizing the 
line, plans and policies of the party and state and encouraging the revolutionary 
spirit of the masses in response to the requirements for the cultural and spiritual 
life of the masses, who need a joyous, bright atmosphere in which to carry out produc- 
tion and defend the country. These activities have also helped to stamp out backward 
customs and social vestiges left behind by the old regime and have aided the struggle 
against enemy psychological warfare. 


At the time when the country was completely liberated, more than 60 percent of our 
people were illiterate. Now, 80 percent of the illiteracy eradication goal has been 
achieved. At present, 10 provinces, 94 percent of all cantons and 86 percent of all 
villages throughout the country have become basically literate. 


The number of primary students has doubled, the number of secondary students has 
increased by six times, and the number of senior high school students has increased by 
ll times. At present, there are nearly 20,000 vocational and university students, 10 
percent of whom are university students. We have simultaneously built and developed 
all four educational branches--kindergarten education, formal education, cultural 
training and vocational education and university. At present, one of every four Lao 
citizens has attended school. The educational programs and contents have been grad- 
ually transformed into a unified countrywide educational system. Teachers have made 
ever greater efforts to train themselves in order to raise the level of their 
qualifications and teaching abilities. Many teachers have heroically volunteered to 
work in remote areas to bring the revolutionary light and education to the fraternal 
ethnic minority people. 


Our educational achievements have significantly contributed to raising the level of 
understanding of the cadres, state employees, workers and people in the entire Lao 
society in the implementation of national defense and construction as well as in the 
building of new, socialist men and in the training of youths. However, several 
branches, some levels and many leading cadres have not yet profoundly understood the 
significance and decisive nature of the educational, ideological and cultural tasks in 
the socialist revolution in our country. This is why they have failed to concentrate 
fully on this work. Teachers have not yet been effectively trained and fostered. 
There is still a shortage of bases and tools for education. This has affected the 
development and quality of education. 


Our cultural propaganda work has not yet been expanded to the grassroots level. The 
good stories, model men and vital and fruitful activities of the people of various 
nationalities in defending and building the country have not yet been fully and timely 
propagandized. The struggle against caemy psychological warfare has not yet been 
effectively carried out, either. 


Under the new regime, public health work has been rapidly and thoroughly developing. 
At present, there are hospitals in all provinces and districts throughout the country. 
Dispensaries have been set up in most cantons, while health stations have been set up 
in a third of all villages. The contingent of public health cadres has been develop- 
ing rapidly. We have built and trained nearly 6,000 public health cadres and person- 
nel. 


The use of traditional herbal medicine in curing patients, which occupies a position 
of strength of our country's public health work, has been promoted in many localities, 
where a number of patients suffering certain types of diseases have been successfully 
cured. The planting of trees used in producing herbal medicine and the exploitation 
of natural herbal roots are also being expanded. A number of hospitals have quite 
effectively cured patients with modern medicine in combination with traditional herbal 


medicine. 
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More attention has been paid to sanitation work in service of the people's health. We 
have organized to spray insecticide to kill mosquitoes to suppress malaria in a province 
and many districts. Public health cadres have also been organized to promptly combat 
communicable, dangerous diseases. Sanitation movements to prevent contagious diseases 
have been encouraged. We have also made progress in taking care of the health of mothers 
and children, and infant mortality has been gradually reduced. 


Nevertheless, public health work has not kept pace with the people's health requirements. 
Greater attention must be paid to caring for the younger generation and serving those 
engaged in production and those involved in combat and other activities. The specialized 
knowledge and people-oriented attitude required of physicians must be attentively nurtured. 


Under the conditions where our country is encountering difficulties in many respects and 
our economy and culture are developing slowly, the above-mentioned great achievements 

in the educational, cultural and public health spheres are of profound significance. 

They affirm the outstanding characteristics and fine nature of the new system which 
always cares for the material and spiritual life of the working people and people of all 
nationalities, thus contributing to the gradual elimination of economic and cultural dis- 
parities among the various nationalities, further strengthens the all-people unity and 
effectively carries out the two tasks of defending and building the country. 


4. In the diplomatic field: 


In the last 5 years, with a foreign policy of peace, independence, self-determination 

and socialism, we were able to score many fine achievements. We have done our best to 
contribute to defending and strengthening the socialist system and safeguarding the purity 
of Marxism-Leninism. We persistently sought to contribute to the struggle for peace, 
national independence, democracy and social progress in the world, strengthening friend- 
ship and preserving peace and stability in Southeast Asia, and opposing the schemes of 
division, sabotage, aggression and annexation of the big-nation expansionists and 
imperialists. 


In other areas, we enjoyed the vigorous and effective support and assistance of the 
various fraternal socialist countries, friendly countries and international organizations 
in many respects. We have strengthened and broadened our relationship, solidarity and 
cooperation with the various fraternal socialist countries. The relationship between the 
LPDR and the SRV has been strengthened in all respects. The two countries have acted 
exemplarily in jointly resolving border problems and are jointly transforming it into a 
border of lasting peace and friendship. 


We have resolutely protected and supported Vietnam in resisting the aggression perpetrated 
by the Beijing reactionaries, supported the Kampuchean people in overthrowing the geno- 
cidal Pol Pot-leng Sary regime, in their cause of reconstructing the country and defend- 
ing and building the PRK and in opposing the schemes of sabotage and encirclement of the 
traitorous big-nation expansionists being backed by other reactionary forces. 


The relations between our country and the Soviet Union have developed in all respects. 
Our party and state line, which relies completely on the socialist system and which is 
aimed at defending and building the country, is absolutely correct. 
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The sincere and effective multilateral zssistance given by Vietnam, the Soviet Union and 
other fraternal countries has vigorously strengthened our possition, and served as a 
guarantee for us in successfully surmounting various difficulties, complexities and tests 
over the past 5 years. 


We have preserved and broadened normal relations with all countries regardless of political 
systems, on the basis of the principles of respect for each other's independence and 
sovereignty, non interference in each other's internal affairs, equality, mutual benefits 
and peaceful coexistence. 


We are happy to have learned that friendly relations between our country and the Republic 
of India and some friendly countries are developing splendidly. 


We signed joint sta*ements with the Kingdom of Thailand in January and April 1979. It 
is regrettable that the present Thai government has not completely respected and imple- 
mented the agreements signed between the two countries. As a result, the relationship 
between Laos and Thailand have become tense and complex from time to time, thereby run- 
ning counter to the legitimate interests and aspirations of the peoples of the two 
countries, who want to coexist and build their countries in peace and friendship. Such 
things will only benefit the big-nation expansionists and imperialists. 


Our resolute stand, correct line and allround strategy in foreign affairs have increased 
the influence and prestige of the LPDR in the international arena with every passing day, 
thus greatly contributing to the overall victory of our people in the struggle to defend 
and build our beloved country as well as in fulfilling our international obligations in 
the past 5 years. 


5. Building and enhancing capabilities for leading and managing the country of the 
proletarian dictatorship system 


It has been realized that the fundamental factor of all revolutionary forms is the 
administration. Since the complete liberation of the country, we have concentrated all 
efforts on organizing and building the people's administrative system from the central 
down to the grassroots levels, strengthening all means of dictatorship, building mass 
organizations and expanding the national front. We have thorougly and resolutely wiped 
out the machinery of the old regime and have clearly proven that our administration is 

of the laboring people of all nationalities under the leadership of the LPRP and is the 
center for enforcement of the people's rights to collective mastership. Under the 
leadership of the party, our people have selected t’:ose cadres whom they trust to assume 
responsibility in the administrations at various levels. Moreover, intellectuals, 
bureaucrats, technicians and academicians who served under the old regime but are patriotic 
and progressive and possess capabilities in economic management and knowledge in tech- 
nology and science have also been given appropriate assignments and duties in the new 
administration. This correct policy has become a principle guaranteeing the building 

of our revolutionary administration. It has also responded to the requirements to further 
promote the role of the administration at all levels in rapidly managing the country. 


We have thoroughly educated all cadres in the administrations at all levels with the 
fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism as well as all lines, policies and economic 
guidelines of our party. At the same time, our cadres have also engaged in actual 
experiences in organizing the implementation of all plans, policies and programs of 
the party and state so as to further enhance the management capability of the adminis- 
trations. 
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As a result, we have gradually managed to resolve certain difficulties facing the adminis- 
trations at all levels. The administrations in various localities are now capable of imple- 
menting and promoting collective mastership among the people, effectively leading the 
people in maintaining public security and peace in society, mobilizing and organizing the 
people to follow the path of collectivity, promoting production and improving the people's 
material and cultural life. In particular, when our country is seriously affected by 

natural calamities, the administrations at all levels always clearly demonstrate their out- 
standing characteristics by assisting, mobilizing and organizing the people of all nationalities 
to help each other in repairing damage caused by floods and drought, restoring production and 
normalizing their living conditions. 


As for other aspects, relying on various resolutions adopted by the SPC, the Cuouncil of 
Ministers has promulgated a number of laws, work systems and policies reyarding natiou.l 
defense and public security, finance, economy, culture and social development, thus gradually 
guiding our People's Democratic Republic along the path of legislative principles. 


In parallel with the building of the administrations, our National Front has also been 
constantly consolidated and developed. The Lao Front for National Construction was founded 
to further enhance the tradition of unity among the people of all nationalities in fighting 
for national liberation and in safeguarding and building socialism. The LFNC policy of 
sincere unity and openheartednesse has mobilized the people of all strata, intellectuals, 
Buddhist monks, tribal chiefs and patriotic businessmen to contribute labor, wisdom and funds 
to the tasks of defending and cuilding the country. All mass organizations such as trade 
unions, youth unions and women's unions, have also promoted their roles in mobilizing efforts 
to implement the plans and policies of the party and state as well as in further developing 
our people's right to collective mastership. 


Our remaining problem is that we have not yet laid down a complete legislative system as 

a support for the administrations in managing the country. Developing a sense of iaw 
abidance and strengthened discipline in executing state plans and policies stiil remain weak. 
The state machinery at various levels remains awkward and its working efficiency is low. 
Bureaucratic personnel are not close to the people and refuse to actively associate with 

the grassroots level. Activities of the administrations are not closely related with the 
political duties of the party and state. These are our remaining problems. The consolida- 
tion and building of the various mass organizations remains slow, thereby having considerable 
repercussions on socialist emulation among our masses. 


4. The causes of victories and some important lessons: 


The achievements recorded by our people of all nationalities in the past 5 years are 

great, brilliant and profoundly significant. They are the achievements of our a1}-round, 
fierce and decisive struggle with the giantic enemies recorded under the conditions where 

our country is an outpost of socialism. Thanks tc the great perseverance of our entire people 
and army, the achievements were recorded at the early stage of the socialist transformation 
and construction, a stage beset with difficulties and complexities. 
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These achievements serve to create a solid basis for our people's revolutionary cause 
in the new period and show that our people and nation have the spirit of perseverance 
and sufficient capabilities and creative ideas to overcome all difficulties, defeat all 
enemies and fulfill the cause of defending and building the socialist fatherland. 


The achievements are, first of all, a result of the correct line and clear-sighted 
leadership of our party and state. With the unswerving spirit of revolution, creatively 
applying Larxism-Leninism to the realities in our country and strictly learning from 

the lessons of the fraternal countries, our party and state have formulated the most 
correct line of revolution for the country in the new period. We have upheld the two 
banners of the nation and of socialism, persisted in strengthening all-people unity, 
unity among the people of various nationalities and international unity, firmly grasped 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, promoted and developed the working people's 
collective mastery and simultaneously carried out the three revolutions. The production 
relations revolution is beneficial in opening the way [to other revolutions]. The 
scientific and technical revolution is the key, while the cultural and ideological 
revolution must advance a step further. 


The whole country must simultaneously carry out the two strategic tasks, strengthen 
national defense and the public security forces and undertake to build the all-people 
national defense and the maintenance of public security in order to defend the country 
and the new system. At the same time, we must positively engage in economic transfor- 
mation and construction and cultural development. We must use agriculture and forestry as 
foundations for industrial development and regard the switching to industry as the 
central task throughout the period of transition toward socialism. 


In other spheres, our party and state stipulate that we must completely rely on the 
socialist system, strengthen the special solidarity and all-round alliance with Vietnam 
and Kampuchea, closely unite and cooperate in all respects and win broad international 
support and assistance in order to defend and build the country. Meanwhile, we must do 
our utmost to contribute to sazreguarding peace and stability in Southeast Asia and to the 
struggle of the world's pecple against imperialism, big-nation expansionism, colonialism, 
neocolonialism and racism and for peace, national independence, democracy and socialism. 


The above-mentioned correct domestic and foreign lines of our party and state serve as a 
solid basis for unity within the revolutionary forces, all-people unity, unity among 

the various nationalities and international unity, threrby creating an enormous centralized 
force for our revolution. It is these lines that served as a factor deciding all the 
victories of the revolution in the past. Such victories are due to the fact that the 
people of all nationalities, armed forces, cadres, state employees and workers throughout 
the country have ceaselessly heightened the spirit of loving the country and socialism, 
closely united under the party and state, valiantly and heroically surmounted all 
difficulties, industriously engaged in labor and dared to fight all enemies in order to 
defend and build the country. 


On this occasion, I propose that the Supreme People's Council praise and hail the various 
armed forces and public security forces for upholding their revolutionary nature and 
traditions, for jcining with the people of various nationalities in safely maintaining 

the independence, sovereignty, tranquility and public order of the country, and for taking 
part in a positive manner in the restoration and building of the economy, the development 
of culture and the glorious accomplishment of all tasks. 
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Praise and hail to our young working class for clearly understanding its leading role, 
actively taking the lead in the cause of national construction, for promoting and 
expanding initiatives in improving techniques and increasing working efficiency, and for 
scoring great achievements in setting up basic material and technical foundations for 
socialism in our country. 


Praise and hail to the farmers of various nationalities for heroically overcoming the 
difficulties and consequences of the floods and drought, for promoting production, 

making a vigorous change in the agricultural work and scoring outstanding achievements 

by producing more ti:an 1 million tons of rice this year, and for responding to the demand 
of the party and state by actively switching to the socialist collective earning system 
on a voluntary basis. 


Praise and hail to the cadres and state employees at all levels and of all branches for 
heightening their spirit of serving the people and nation, for endeavoring to study, 
build, train and temper themselves, for carrying out their tasks in a spirit of perse- 
verance and industriousness, for closely associating with the masses and for making 
significant contributions tv the successful implementation of the line, plans and policies 
of the party and state. 


Praise and hail to the revolutionary intellectuals, scientists, engineers, doctors, 
teachers, technicians, poets, writers, artists and sportsmen for enhancing their earnest 
spirit of patriotism and concentrating their knowledge and abilities on carrying out 

the cause of defense and construction of the socialist country. 


Praise and hail to the monks and novices, personages and ethnic minority chiefs for 
clearly understanding the country's situation and striving to join in building the 
solidarity and strength of the masses and for volunteering to contribute to building 
a prosperous and strong country. 


Hail to the aliens who have earned their living in Laos for respecting and implementing 
the plans and policies as well as the regulations and laws of our state and for uphold- 
ing the spirit of solidarity and friendship and actively joining with the Lao people in 
contributing to the restoration and development of the economy and culture and to the 
building of the country. 


And hail to our Lao compatriots abroad for enhancing the patriotic spirit and for always 
contributing to our noble and glorious cause of national construction. 


The great, brilliant achievements of our people are also the bright fruit of the special 
solidarity and the militant alliance of the three fraternal countries--Laos, Vietnam and 
Kampuchea--against their common enemies. They are the glorious fruit of the solidarity 
and all-round cooperation and great assistance rendered by the Soviet Union and other 
fraternal socialist countries. The aforesaid achievements of our people are also the 
result of the support and assistance of various friendly countries and international 
organizations. 


On this occasion, I would like to propose that the Supreme People's Council convey 
profound gratitude and sincere thanks to the parties, governments and peoples of Vietnam, 
Kampuchea, the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist countries as well as to various 
friendly countries and international organizations for their support and assistance to 
the Lao people in many fields. 


Respected personages, by fulfilling actual deeds in the face of difficulties to score 
brilliant achievements over the past 5 years, we have learned some detailed lessons as 
follows: 
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1. It is necessary to profoundly understand the line, plans and policy of the party on 
socialist revolution and to help the cadres, state employees, combatants and people of 
various nationalities to clearly understand the new changes in the revolution, the situation 
in the country and their duties, particularly how to distinguish friend from foe and how 

to fulfill the revolutionary tasks. Only by effectively fulfilling the aforesaid tasks 

can we clearly see our route of advancement, sucessfully strengthen the mass solidarity and 
encourage everyone to enhance their viligance in order to maintain our revolutionary gains 
and determinedly overcome all difficulties and obstacles in forder to defend and build 

the country, resolve the confusion in distinguishing friend from foe, the lack of perseverance 
in overcoming difficulties and the lack of confidence in the party and stateline-- a problem 
which appeared once before when then revolution entered a new turning point. 


We must step up educating the people on the fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism and 
socialism so as to assist them in understanding the line, plans and policies of the party 
and state in the new period. This is the law in carrying out the socialist revolution. 
Consequently, we will be able to eliminate the (?obsolete) ideological line of thinking, 
the sense of hesitation, the lack of a spirit of mastership and revolutionary perseverance 
and the line of sutjective, simple, hasty thinking which has caused adverse effects on 
therevolvtion. 


2. We must pursue organization work in order to effect a vigorous change to conform with 
the tasks of the socialist revolution. We must firmly grasp the first task of organization 
work for the present period, that is, to train and upgrade cadres. The immediate and 
necessary requirement is to incessantly enhance the capabilities of administrative organi- 
zations to meet the requirements in managing the country and building socialism. Orly by 
rapidly enhancing the capabilities of all cadres, particularly those key cadres in all 
branches and at all levels, will we be able to increase the quality of administrative 
organizations. The task of building cadres to meet the requirements of building the organi- 
zational structure must be pursued in all fields--political, cultural and specialized 
areas-—-both in the immediate future and in the years to come. [Words indistinct]that is 

to safeguard and build the socialist country. Efficiency by the masses in perfomring their 
work must be encouraged to enhance the quality of the organization and cadres. A strong 
organization and capable cadres will enable us to effectively execute current fundamental 
tasks, including production duties, (?business transactions), the normalization of the 
people's lives, national defense and security work among the entire masses, and the building 
and strengthening of national defense and public security forces, administrations and mass 
organizations so as to guarantee the implementation and enhancement of the people's rights 
to collective mastery. Regarding the method of organizing the implementation of these 
tasks, it is important that an experiement be conducted with the aim of creating a model 
and drawing lessons as a guideline for overall work performance. Such a procedure is 
realistic and is the most useful method for the current situation. 


3. We must firmly grasp the plan and policy of our party and state in coordinating the 
socialist transformation and construction and incessantly improve the economic management 
work with the aim of increasing the efficiency of production and trade enterprises. In 

the economic transformationandconstruction, we must firmly adhere to the idea of coordinating 
the transformation and construction by using the latter as the primary objective. The 

actual deeds in economic construction in the past 5 years clearly verify that the develop- 
ment of production forces played the mose decisive role in economic transformation and 
construction under the current economic conditions in our country. The production relations 
will be able to consolidate and develop their own value only when production forces are 

deve loped. 


Iv. 26 Jan 81 I 16 LAOS 


The movement to set up agricultural cooperatives will become increasingly consolidated 
when the peasants have adopted the path of collective life in areas where attention 

has been given to reactivating production, reclassifying work, developing many new 
professions, carrying out intensive agriculture, introducing technology into production 
and developing production. On the contrary, the movement will encounter difficulties in 
those areas where attention is not being given to the development of production forces. 
As a result, new production relations are even destroyed. 


To vigorously promote production on the basis of a correct guideline, the economic 
management work must be effectively carried out in accordance with the economic law 
prevailing in the initial stage of the bypass period into socialism. At a time when our 
national economy still consists of five branches, our economy remains stagnant, the 
socialist economic branch continues to have the guiding role, and the law of values plays 
an active role, we must know how to closely coordinate plans and the market and creatively 
utilize all economic levers--monetary prices, taxes, credits, salaries and commissions-- 
so as to promote production development. In carrying out production and in trade 
enterprises, a system of balanced management and profitmaking must be applied and the 
principle of labor distribution thoroughly implemented. 


In the past, some state enterprises appeared to have applied a system of balanced 
management and profit making, and demonstrated the ability to correctly coordinate the 
three interests--the state interest, the collective interest, and the interest of laboring 
individuals--by paying appropriate attention to protecting the interests of laborers. 

This was particularly demonstrated by applying salary levers and paying salaries in 
accordance with the types of products or contractual work so as to induce laborers to pay 
close attention to their work. As a result, those enterprises were able to increase 
production, thereby effectively fulfilling the targets of their production plans, 
gradually increasing their working efficiency, and improving the standard of living of 

the laborers. 


However, in other enterprises which continued to maintain the system of favoritism by 
paying no heed to the gains and losses of production and refraining from effectively 
implementing a system of labor distribution, production was continually obstructed and 
delayed, and failed to make satisfactory progress. As a result, losses were incurred 
by the state and the laborers. This was because no one paid attention to the outcome 
of their production. Such a situation bears remembering the words of Lenin who taught 
us that once the laboring people pay no heed to the outcome of their production, they 
will have nothing left. 


4. We must strive to strengthen internal unity, unity among the entire masses and unity 
among the people of all nationalities, and resolutely safeguard and defend the line 
and policies of the party and state. This is the highest priority and decisive duty 

of the revolution. It must realistically reflect the characteristics and capabilities of 
all cadres and state employees. It is the urgent call of the new situation, that is 

to build unity and unification on the basis of understanding the line, policies and 
plans of the party and state with a sense of unselfishness, of clearly identifying 
friends and enemies, and of possessing the spirit of internationalism. We must 
resolutely defend the line, policies and plans of the party and state, and resist and 
expose the psywar tactics and acts of the enemies as well as their attempts to create 
rifts among our people of all nationalities. We must maintain vigilance to thwart all 
schemes of the great-nation expansionists and hegemonists, the imperialists and other 
reactionary forces in infiltrating and controlling our revolutionary organizations. 
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5. We must strengthen the international solidarity, absolutely rely on the socialist 
system, and maintain our close militant alliance and all-round solidarity and cooperation 
with Vietnam, Kampuchea, the USSR and other socialist countries with the aim of defending 
the country and building socialism. This has been the developmental law of our revolution 
since the beginning. This law is even more important now as the great-nation expansionists 
and hegemonists, the imperialists and other reactionary forces are stepping up their collusion 
to obstinately oppose and destroy our revolution with the aim of obstructing and weakening 
our people and swallowing up our country. It is obvious that this law is amecessity in 
strengthening our revolution. It guarantees that we will be able to defeat any enemy and 

to accomplish all of our duties. This law must be strictly emphasized among our revolution- 
ary forces and people of all nationalities. 


Education in patriotism must be closely linked to education in proletarian internationalism. 
All of our people must clearly understand our internationalist duties in the present 
situation. We must avoid narrowmindedness. At the same time, we must resolutely resist 
the sinister and notorious schemes of all our enemies, particularly those of the great- 
nation expansionists and hegemonists who are trying to separate us from Vietnam and the 
USSR. 


Respected personages, under the correct and clear-sighted leadership of our party and 
state, over the past 5 years our country's revolution has won great, basic, all-round 
and firm victories; the revolutionary forces have rapidly grown and developed; and the 
various factors deciding the success of the revolution have been consolidated and 
ceaselessly increased. 


However, we are faced with many difficulties in the immediate future. Thus we appeal 
to our people to do their utmost to surmount such difficulties. 


Since our country is an outpost of socialism and is laboring through the early phase 

of the period of transition toward socialism, the struggle to resolve the question of who 
is winning in the struggle between socialism and capitalism as well as in the struggle 
between the various revolutionary forces and the reactionary alliance betweeen the 
expansionists and imperialists will continue to develop in a protracted, fierce, decisive 
and complex manner. 


In the past our people's enemies have encountered defeats on several occasions. Yet, 
they remain stubborn and continue to nurture heinous schemes which they relentlessly 
pursue. We must genuinely heighten our vigilance. We need time and greater efforts 
from all people in order to resolve the serious vestiges of the war and the remnants of 
the old regime and to overcome the numerous difficulties on the path of directly 
switching from small, underdeveloped production to large-scale, socialist production. 


Even though our revolutionary ferces have made progress in great strides, they still 
have many remaining weaknesses if we take into consideration the requirements of the 
revolution. The people's movements at the grassroots level are not yet steady and 
firm; the administrations at the various levels continue to lack knowledge on economic 
and state management and knowledge on socialist construction; concrete activities serving 
and solving problems for the people at the grassroots level have slowly developed; 
efforts to organize and carry out such activities continue to be subjective, hasty and 
unscientific; and, there still remains bureaucracy and a lack of respect for the 

right to mastery of the masses. To successfully carry out our tasks in the next 5 
years, we must strive to effectively do away with and resolve these difficulties and 
weak points. 
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Firmly adhering to the principles of independence, self-determination and socialism, we 
must uphold the two banners of the nation and revolution, firmly grasp the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, vigorously develop the right to collective mastery of the working 
people of all nationalities, develop good points and resolve weak points, bring into 
full play all superior positions of the country and closely coordinate with the stren- 
gth of the era, we are sufficiently capable of surmounting all difficulties and leading 
our country to firmly advance toward the lofty aim of socialism. 


BURMESE FOREIGN MINISTER STOPS OVER IN VIENTIANE 


BK241242 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1200 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] At noon on 24 January, a delegation of the Foreign Ministry of the Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma, led by Foreign Minister U Lay Maung, stopped over in 
the capital city of Vientiane en route home from its friendship visit to the SRV. 


On hand to greet the delegation at Wattai Airport were Phoun Sipaseut, vice premier and 
foreign minister; Soulivong Pasitthidet, chief of the Office of the Foreign Ministry; 
and some senior cadres concerned. Also present were (U Meng Leng), charge d'affaires 
of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma to Laos, and Nguyen Xuan, SRV 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Laos. 


BULGARIAN ECONOMIC DELEGATION ARRIVES FOR VISIT 


BK260340 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 1200 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] At noon on 24 January, a Bulgarian economic delegation led by (Staminov), dep- 
uty minister of forests and forest industry and also chairman of Bulgarian-Lao 
Subcommittee for Forest Exploitation and Forest Industrial Cooperation, arrived in 
Vientiane for a friendship visit to Laos. 


On hand to greet the delegation at Wattai Airport were Vice Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Irrigation Kham-ouan Boupha and other senior cadres concerned. Zhecho 
Radunov, Bulgarian ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Laos, was also 
present. 


During this visit, the delegation will continue discussions with the Lao side on mutual 
cooperation and assistance, particularly in such forestry-related fields as the wood 
oil fermentation and refinery project and the forest industry project. 


PHOUN SIPASEUT RECEIVES NEW UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE 


BK241246 Vientiane KPL in English 0910 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Vientiane, 24 Jan (KPL)--Werner Blatter, the new representative of United 
Nations High Commission on Refugees to Laos, on January 22 paid a courtesy visit to 
Phoun Sipaseut, vice-premier and minister of foreign affairs. 


On January 24, Meun Somvichit, head of the National Committee for Social Security and 
War Veterans, also received the UNHCR representative. Both meetings proceeded in an 
atmosphere of intimate cordiality. 


BRIEFS 


LFNC VICE PRESIDENT--Vientiane, 22 Jan (KPL)--Boualang Boualapha, member of the Lao 
People's Revolutionary Party CC, vice president of the Lao Front for National 
Construction, on January 19 met soldiers and officers in the southern province of 
Saravane. This meeting was held on the occasion of the 32nd founding anniversary of 
the Lao People's Liberation Army. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 1013 GMT 22 Jan 81 


BK] 
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BURMESE MINISTER RELAYS SRV MESSAGE ON TALKS 


BK241232 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1200 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Burmese Foreign Minister U Lay Maung returned to Bangkok from a visit to Vietnam 
at 1630 today. He was received by Thai Deputy Foreign Minister Arun Phanuphong. 


Speaking to reporters, the Burmese foreign minister said Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach asked him to deliver a message to Thai Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal 
Sitthi Sawetsila on a meeting between Thailand and Vietnam. The Burmese foreign minister 
said Thach asked him if such a meeting is possible. He told Thach that it is Burma's 
policy to promote peace in this region and to see good relations and contacts develop 
among all countries, including Thailand, Laos and Vietnam. He said Burma would be pleased 
to host a meeting in Rangoon. 


The Burmese foreign minister said Thach's message to the Thai foreign minister expressed 
good wishes to the effect that Vietnam has no evil intentions towards Thailand and that 
Vietnam wants to promote friendship and good relations with Thailand and does not want to 
do anything that will affect relations between the two countries. 


ZHAO 7IYANG TO VISIT 30 JAN-2 FEB, ITINERARY NOTED 


BK231320 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] At the invitation of His Excellency Gen Prem Tinsulanon, prime minister of 
Thailand, His Excellency Zhao Ziyang, prime minister of the People's Republic of China, 
and party will pay an official visit to Thailand from 30 January tO 2 February 1981 as 
guests of the Government of Thailand. 


The forthcoming visit to Thailand of the prime minister of the PRC and party is aimed at 
promoting friendship and good relations between Thailand and the PRC as well as between 
the peoples of the two countries. 


During his sojourn in Thailand, the two prime ministers will hold talks on issues of 
mutual interest. The tentative program of the Chinese delegation is as follows: 


30 January--arrival at Don Muang Airport at about 1025, then check in at the Erawan Hotel; 
talks at the Government House in the afternoon and at night with Thai Prime Minister 

Gen Prem Tinsulanon, who will host a dinner banquet for the visitors later at the 
Government House. 


31 January—-Talks resume at 0900 and at noon the Chinese Association of Thailand will host 
a luncheon for the delegation at the Ambassador Hotel; Thai and Chinese foreign ministers 
will hold discussions in the afternoon; at about 1535 former Prime Minister Kriangsak 
Chamanan will call on the Chinese premier at the Erawan Hotel; and the Thai-Chinese 
Friendship Association will host a dinner at night. 


1 February--Former Prime Minister M.R. Khukrit Pramot will call on Zhao at the Erawan 
Hotel and later a press conference will be held at the Erawan Hotel; At about 1400, 

the group will fly to Chiang Mai where his majesty the king will grant an audience to the 
Chinese prime minister at about 1700; and later a “khantoke" dinner will be held at the 
Chiang Mai University. 


2 February--The delegation will leave Chiang Mai for China in the afternoon. 
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SOVIET DELEGATION LEADER'S COMMENTS REPORTED 


BK231322 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 23 Jan 81 


(Text ] Deputy Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet Sattar Nurmashevich Imashev 
said yesterday that the Soviet Union wants to see peace restored in the Persian Gulf, 
Southeast Asia and elsewhere in the world, and has been trying to defuse international 
tensions. 


Imashev made the mentioned statements during a courtesy call on Thai Parliament President 
Harin Hongsakun at parliament house yesterday afternoon. A group of Russian parliamentary 
delegates held a brief discussion with Air Chief Marshal Harin, his deputy, Air Chief 
Marshal Kamon Dechatungka and Deputy House Speaker Sa-at Piyawan. 


Air Chief Marshal Harin said he welcomed the Russian delegation's visit and expressed 
the hope that their visit would help peacefully solve existing problems in the region. 


The Russian delegation is scheduled to meet with Deputy Prime Minister Dr Thanat Khoman 
and Deputy Foreign Minister Dr Arun Phanuphong next Monday [26 January]. 


SITTHI SPEAKS ON KAMPUCHEA, TALKS WITH SRV 


BK240819 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 1300 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshall Sitthi Sawetsila said the Kampuchean problem 
is a matter of international concern, and thus Thailand, as a member of ASEAN, has been 
using such international groups as the United Nations and the European Economic Community 
as an arena to defend the interests of Thailand and the other ASEAN partners. Thailand 
maintains that irplementation of the UN resolution is the correct and most appropriate way 
to solve the problem which might require an international conference. 


The foreign minister made the disclosure during a speech, entitled: "The Impact of the 
World Situation on Thailand," at a luncheon hosted by members of the Santisuk Association 
today at the Ambassador Hotel. 


He noted that the UN resolution is only the first of many steps leading to the solution 
of the problem. However, while Vietnam still ignores the UN resolution, Thailand and the 
other ASEAN member countries are trying to attract the world's attention to the situation 
in Southeast Asia and emphasize that the problems here are no less important than those 
in other regions, such as in Afghanistan. The efforts made by Thailand and the other 
ASEAN members have so far been successful despite the fact that no progress has been made 
in terms of negotiations and that permanent peace is still far away. However, Thailand 
has always showed its readiness to find a solution to the problem, and we are trying to 
deal rationally with the other side through both direct and indirect contacts. 


For example, Thailand recently sent a high-level delegation to visit the Soviet Union and 
other East European countries. Although their attitude obviously has not changed, many 
indications reveal that those countries have consented to work together for the cause. 

He stressed that the efforts made by Thailand and the other ASEAN members at the regional 
and international levels have resulted in the containment of the fighting within Kampuchea 
even though a few incursions into Thai territory have occurred. Therefore, it can be said 
that a peaceful settlement is not just a slim hope or impossibility. 


IV. 26 Jan 81 a2 THAILAND 


The foreign minister said Thailand has been cooperating with the other ASEAN countries 

to find a solution to the Kampuchean problem because Thailand's stability is most affected 
by the situation in Kampuchea. The fighting in Kampuchean and nearby areas has sent 
hundreds of thousands of war refugees into Thailand, creating humanitarian burdens for 

this country. Moreover, the influx of Kampucheans has also caused difficulties and hard- 
ships to Thai people living near the border. 


Vietnamese troops are now in Laos and Kampuchea. Thailand and Vietnam do not share a 
common border, but now the two countries" troops are confronting each other. No one can 
guarantee that the Vietnamese troops will not launch a third crossborder intrustion. 


The Vietnamese military intervention in Kampuchea is in violation of the UN Charter and 
also has created a major obstacle to good relations not only between Vietnam and Thailand, 
but also Vietnam and ASEAN as well as other justice-loving nations. 


He disclosed that although Thailand is not a party to the conflict, it has tried to hold 
talks with Vietnam because it wants to see peace and stability in this region. However the 
dialoguewith the Vietnamese foreign minister resulted in a stalemate because the other side 
wanted to discuss only matters pertaining to its own interests. The foreign minister said: 
We never apply an offensive policy toward Vietnam. We want all parties to cooperate in 
order to remedy the situation in Kampuchea. Thailand has also asked Burmese Foreign 
Minister U Lay Maung to tell the Vietnamese foreign minister during his visit to Vietnam 
that Thailand is prepared to discuss any new issues. 


Regarding Thailand's foreign policy, the foreign minister said: Besides cooperating with 
the other ASEAN members, Thailand wishes to maintain good relations with all countries. 
Through cooperation among the ASEAN members, Thailand has become more important and its 
positions are recognized by such countries as the United States, China, Japan, members 

of the European Economic Community and other countries. 


He said that the United States has obviously directed its attention to this region, 
particularly Thailand. Thailand has reminded the new U.S. President of U.S. commitments 
to Thailand because relations between the United States and Thailand could be another key 
to a solution to the problem of stability in this region. 


Moreover, Thailand has also won trust and sympathy from the friendly countries. They have 
promised to cooperate with Thailand and the other ASEAN members to restore genuine peace 


in this region. 


Foreign Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila also talked about the situation in 
Afghanistan and the Middle East, in particular, the war between Iraq and Iran as well as 
developments in East Europe which have an impact on all countries’ stability and security. 


Comments on PRC Relations 


BK240248 Bangkok POST in English 24 Jan 81 p 3 


[Excerpts] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday he was pleased that China 
has changed its policy towards the Association of Southeast Asian (ASEAN) in a more 
positive manner and has cultivated understanding as well as good relations with the 
countries in this region. Speaking at a luncheon party for the Santisuk Association, 

he said China, has indicated to the international community that it is pursuing a policy 
of detente and compromise. 


He said ASEAN does not want to get involved in conflicts between communist countries, but 
he added it is prepared to cooperate with China, and even the Indochinese nations, in the 


pursuit for peace. 
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In a question-and-answer session that followed his speech, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi was 
asked if Thailand had asked China to stop supporting communist insurgents here. He said 
he had met Chinese Senior Vice Chairman Deng Xiaoping five times and was assured each 
time that China does not support communists in Thailand. He added that Prime Minister 
Prem Tinsulanon, during his visit to China last year, told Mr Deng that Thailand had to 
spend much of its budget each year to suppress the communists and asked China not to 
interfere with Thailand's internal affairs. 


FOREIGN MINISTRY COMMENTS ON MEKONG ATTACK 


BK261149 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 1000 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Text] With reference to the report published by the Lao newspaper SIANG PASASON in its 
22 January 198] issue that on 20 January Thai soldiers fired at a Lao boat and killed 
the boat's capcain in the vicinity of Don Kamphang while the boat was transporting goods 
from Savannd....ct to Vientiane along the Mekong River, Chet Sutcharitkun, a Thai Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, stated that after checking with various government agencies, indica- 
tions are that no Thai soldier or authority had fired at the Lao boat. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman disclosed that it could not be proven which side was 
responsible for the incident. He said it could be the work of those who oppose good 
Thai-Lao relations and want to create misunderstandings between the two countries. 


In order to prevent misunderstanding, the Thai side always informs its authorities in 
these areas of any advance notice that goods will be transported along the Mekong River 
by the Lao side. Therefore, the Thai side categorically denies the report. No Thai 
authority was involved in the incident. 


The spokesman also stated that it is noteworthy that firing incidents occur frequently 
along the Mekong River despite the agreement on the settling of conflicts between Thai 
and Lao authorities. This indicates that those who do not want Thailand and Laos to have 
good relations are trying to provoke and create misunderstandings between the two 
countries through such incidents as that at Don Kamphaeng. 


BOAT PEOPLE INCIDENT CALLED POTENTIAL ‘POWDER KEG' 


BK231347 Hong Kong AFP in English 1236 GMT 23 Jan 81 


{Text] Bangkok, 23 Jan (AFP)--Western officials said today that Thai authorities might 
be hesitant to bring charges of murder against some 30 Vietnamese “boat people" after 
the refugees let it be known they were prepared to bring their own charges of piracy 
against a group of Thai fishermen. 


In a statement hugely publicised nation-wide earlier this week, Thai authorities 
condemned the refugees as pirates and murderers and warned fishermen against attacks 
at sea from the fleeing "boat people." 


The refugees--82 people in all, with women, children and old people--were arrested off 
the coast of southern Thailand January 12 heading for Malaysia in a Thai fishing boat. 
At a press conference on Wednesday, officials claimed the trawler had been attacked by the 
refugees, hijacked and sailed away. There were also claims that five of the Thai 

crewmen had either been murdered and thrown overboard, or been thrown overboard and left 
to drown. The refugee group was sent to a holding camp in southern Thailand, and reports 
in local newspapers said that some 30 were to be charged with murder. 
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The Vietnamese, however, told Western officials that they were prepared to bring their own 
charges against the fishermen, whom, they claimed, were trying to rob them of the last of 
their gold when they were overpowered. 


“The case is still under investigation, but no charges have been brought, and there is 

an indication the whole thing will be dropped," one Westerner said. "The case is so con- 
troversial, with everybody accusing everybody, that it looks as if the charges on both 
sides will be scrapped." Another official said it appears now that the case is so compli- 
cated that no charges at all will be brought to court. “But the damage has already been 
done. The statement has set off what promises to be a potential power keg." Many 

Western officials believe that the Thai Government's attitude could cause renewed bloodshed 
in the South China Sea. 


Acts of piracy off Thailand's coast were spotlighted early last year when pirates slaughtered 
and raped a group of Vietnamese refugees in a New Year's Day orgy of violence. Several 
foreign correspondents operating from Thailand were severely warned by Thai authorities 

for reporting that the pirates were Thai fishermen. 


Piracy is nothing new off Thailand's southern coast in the South China Sea. "There are 
hard-core pirates and there are ‘amateur’ pirates, fishermen profiteering from the circum 
stances," said one official. 


“But there are also cases of genuine aid, many of them where fishermen come to the rescue 
of Vietnamese refugees in distress at sea." "The government's attitude and its warnings 
of violence from Vietnamese boat people might discourage the good ones from helping the 
refugees and could actually encourage further attacks on the refugees." Another official 
said that there now might be Thai fishermen out for revenge, who felt after reading the 
government's statement that they are justified in carrying arms against any possible attack 
from the fleeing Vietnamese. 


Official figures show that as many as 50 percent of all Vietnamese refugees who make it 
to a foreign shore have been molested somewhere along their journey by somebody. 


"But there haven't been any major attacks or any particularly nasty incidents of piracy in 
Thai waters for some months," he said. "A warning such as the one issued by the Thai 
authorities, specifically telling fishermen to exercise caution inassisting Vietnamese boat 
people, can only make an already bad situation must worse." 


ANTICOMMU:..ST CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE APPOINTED 


BK261014 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0530 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Text] The government, on 23 April 1980, announced a policy of continuous political 
offensives emphasizing disruption of the communists’ front organizations and armed ele- 
ments and aimed at winning over the communists and putting an end to the terrorist problem. 


In line with the policy, Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsulanon on 13 January issued an order 
appointing Secretary General of the National Security Council Squadron Leader Prasong 
Sunsiri as chairman of the committee in charge of implementing the policy of fighting and 
winning over the communists, the chief of staff of the Internal Security Operations Command 
as deputy chairman and 23 officials as members of the committee. The committee is re- 
sponsible for giving advice and screening action plans to be carried out by various govern- 
ment agencies and coordinating with the authorities concerned in order to improve 
efficiency and win the fight against the communists. 
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KAMPUCHEAN, LAO FOREIGN MINISTERS ARRIVE 26 JAN 


0W260748 Hanoi VNA in English 0731 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 26 Jan (VNA)-—-Kampuchean Foreign Minister Hun Sen and his party arrived 
in Ho Chi Minh City today for a conference of the foreign ministers of Vietnam, Laos and 
Kampuchea to be held there soon. 


Also today, Leo Foreign Minister Phoun Sipaseut and his party arrived in Ho Chi Minh 
City for the same purpose. 


The Kampuchean and Lao guests were welcomed at Tan Son Nit Airport by Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach, Vice Foreign Minister Hoang Bich Son, Le Quang Chanh, vice chairman 
of the city people's committee, and others. 

Kampuchean Counsul General Sok Senn was also present. 


ARMY PAPER: REAGAN FACES ‘COLD,BITTER' FACTS 


BK260400 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1000 GMT 25 Jan 81 
{From the Hanoi press review for 25 January] 


[Text] Writing on the inauguration of Ronald Reagan, today's QUAN DOI NHAN DAN carries 
an article by (Quoc Toan) entitled "The United States: A New and Bitter Era." The 
article says: 


The noisy and costly 20 January inaugural ceremony could not raise the prestige of the 

new master of the White House. As soon as the fireworks disappeared from the Washington 
sky, Reagan had to confront cold and bitter facts. On his first night at 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, commented UPI and REUTER correspondents, Reagan, his heart filled with ambitions, 
sweated with uneasiness in the presidential oak bed. Before returning to Georgia to resume 
his work as a peanut planter, Carter left the former movie actora stack of files documenting 
the tragic weakness and decline of the United States. 


Reagan has entered the White House at a time when the U.S. is suffering from an economic 
emergency. An inflation rate that has passed a deplorable 16.3 percent continues to soar 
and the army of unemployed, now totaling 8.2 million, continues to expand with no sign 
of a letup. In less than a month almost 100 capitalist corporations have gone bankrupt. 
Crises involving energy, the dollar and trade have arisen, driving the U.S. economy into 
an even more difficult predicament. 


Reagan sadly told a correspondent of the U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT: The United States 
is indeed beset with too many difficulties. The economy is seriously deteriorating. 
We cannot control the budget and expenses; nor can we conduct business as usual. 


In his inaugural address, Reagan admitted: The United States is confronted with the 
longest and one of the worst sustained rate of inflation in its history. It distorts 
our economic decisions and crushes the struggling young and elderly alike. It threatens 
to shatter the lives of millions of people. 


And Reagan plaintively prayed to God: The United States must do whatever needs to be 
done to preserve this last and greatest bastion of freedom. Friends, it is time for us 
as Americans to act. It is time to reawaken this industrial giant. And together, with 
God's help, we can and will resolve the problems which now confront us. 
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NGUYEN CO THACH ON SOVIET BASES, U.S. RELATIONS 


LD232010 Hamburg DPA in German 1926 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Munich, 23 Jan (DPA)--Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, in an inter- 
view for SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG (Saturday edition), stated that “for the time being, 

no Soviet military bases are being planned" in Vietnam. Vietnam is a sovereign state; 
however, what happens in the future depends on international developments. 


Vietnam intends to withdraw its troops from Kampuchea “as soon as possible." “However, 
we can do that only when China stops its policy of aggression against us," Thach said. 


Complete normalization of relations with the United States depends on whether the United 
States is interested. It is expected that the new administration will make fewer 
mistakes than its precedessors. "We hope Mr Reagan will demonstrate that he is a realist." 


Thach expects less animosity in relations with the Federal Republic. So far the Federal 
Government has been trying to play the China card. In this connection, Thach admitted 
that German aid is certainly welcome “because we are badly off." 


Thach does not believe there will be a split at the upcoming foreign ministerial meeting 
of the nonaligned states in Delhi. "We shall have to concentrate on joint interests, 
the fight for peace and against the arms race." 


OFFICIAL PROTESTS SUZUKI'S ANTI-VIETNAM REMARKS 


0W231555 Hanoi VNA in English 1540 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 23 Jan (VNA)--The acting head of the Department for Asia of the Vietnamese 
Foreign Ministry, Phan Nhu Sam, yesterday met Japanese Ambassador Eijiro Noda to protest 
against the anti-Vietnam statement made by Japanese Premier Zenko Suzuki in Bangkok on 
January 19 with regard to the Kampuchean situation. Pham Nhu Sam pointed out: 


The Japanese prime minister has only repeated the same anti-Vietnam allegations already 
made by the Chinese authorities in collusi»= with the U.S. imperialists and aimed at 
covering up their expansionist schemes in s:utheast Asia, preventing the peoples in the 
region to exercise their right to self-determination and sabotaging peace and stability. 
Suzuki's statement reveals Japan's complicity in Beijing's plan of pitting the ASEAN 
countries against the Indochinese countries, thus aggravating tension and hurting the 
interests of peace and stability in this region. 


Phan Nhu Sam demanded that the Japanese authorities stop their hostile policy toward 
Vietnam and reiterated Vietnam's position with regard to the Kampuchean situation. He 
stressed “the Kampuchean situation is irreversible. No pressure can shake the Viet- 
namese people's determination to fulfil their internationalist obligation toward the 


Kampuchean people." 
PRC REJECTION OF TET CEASE-FIRE ‘LACKS GOOD WILL’ 


0W231455 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GMT 21 Jan 81 
[Station commentary: "The Chinese Side Again Exposed Its Lack of Good Will"] 


[Text] We have always advocated that the Vietnam-China border be kept a border of 
peace and friendship and that differences between Vietnam and China should be solved 
through peaceful negotiations to serve the noble and fine objectives of normalizing 
bilateral relations and developing the time-honored friendly sentiments between the 
peoples of the two countries. 
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It was for this reason that 20 days ago, that is more than 1 month before the coming Tan 
Dau [year of the cock] Tet, we sent a note to the Chinese side, proposing that the two 
sides agree to refrain from hostile armed actions at the common border area of the two 
countries for a l-week period, from 3 to 9 February, so that the people on both sides 
could enjoy Tet and celebrate spring in peace. We also decided to return 14 Chinese 
who illegally intruded into Vietnamese territory and were captured by us. 


But how have the Beijing authorities responded to this good will on our part? It can be 
said that the response has been entirely negative and clearly antagonistic. In its 20 
January note to our Foreign Ministry, the Chinese Foreign Ministry resorted to its 
customary trick of slandering us. At a time when China was massing its troops and 
setting up military positions all along the strip of land adjacent to our territory, 
placing the Sino-Vietnamese border area under the threat of armed conflict at any moment, 
it loudly and slanderously charged us with carrying out hostile actions. At a time when 
Beijing was repeatedly sending spies and armed forces of all kinds into our territory 

to commit crimes and wreck our people's peaceful work and national construction, it more 
loudly than anyone cried that Vietnamese troops have been continously violating Chinese 
territory, carrying out harassing and sabotage activities there. 


Beijing hypocritically released three Vietnamese citizens whom it had illegally kidnapped 
when its troops intruded into Vietnamese territory and then noisily clamored that this 
was in keeping with its humanitarian spirit and goodwill. 


However, how can Beijing's trick of making black white cover up its hostile nature that 
has become only too disgusting’ ‘v can it explain the clear evidence of the 14 Chinese 
who illegally intruded into our territory and were captured by us and the fact that these 
people have admitted they were sent to Vietnam to carry out hostile actions? How does 
it account for the fact that our compatriots’ schools, hospitals, kindergartens, shops, 
co-veratives and villages in Ha Tuyen, Hoang Lien Son, Cao Bang and Lang Son have been 
she .led by its artillery over the past months, a fact that has angered every foreign 
news’ian visiting these localities? 


What must be pointed out is that as on previous occasions, the Chinese authorities, in 
their last note, again revealed their big-nation tendency to grossly interfere in the 
internal affairs of the Indochinese countries, something they have absolutely no right 
to do. They also resorted to creating contradictions in the relations between Vietnam 
and Thailand and between the Indochinese and ASEAN countries with a view to wrecking 
peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


In order to elude their responsibility, the Beijing authorities have always resorted 
to slandering us, and naturally after this trick, they have further stepped up their 
hostile actions against us. 


More than ever before we unmask their new crimes against us and condemn their lack of 
good will in the face of our humanitarian and friendly proposal. 


VO NGUYEN GIAP MEETS SOVIET DELEGATION 


OW221545 Hanoi VNA in English 1520 GMT 22 Jan 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 22 Jan (VNA)--Vice-Premier General Vo Nguyen Giap, Political Bureau member 
of the Communist Party Central Committee, today received the delegation of the 
Commission for Sciences and Education under the CPSU Central Committee, led by its deputy 
head Ya. G. Yanovskiy, before its departure home. 
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Present at the reception were Bui Thanh Khiet, alternate member of the party Central 
Committee and head of its Committee for Sciences and Education; Vu Khieu, vice chairman 
of the Social Science Commission; and Soviet Ambassador B.N. Chaplin. 


Vice Prer’ . Vo Nguyen Giap welcomed the fruitful scientific and educational coopera- 
tion bets. . Vietnam and the Soviet Union and thanked the Cormunist Party, the govern- 
ment and the people of the Soviet Union for their great assistance to Vietnam in this 
field. He wished for further development of cooperation in science and education 
between the two countries. 


The Soviet guests arrived here on Jan 13. It paid tribute at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum 
and visited the office and home of the late president. They exchanged views with their 
Vietnamese colleagues and visited several universities, colleges and general schools in 
Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. 


Yesterday, the Soviet delegation held talks with the host committee on the plan for 
bilateral cooperation in the years to come. 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STANDING COMMITTEE MEETS 


OW241627 Hanoi VNA in English 1610 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 24 Jan (VNA)--The Standing Committee of the National Assembly held an 
ordinary session on January 22 chaired by Truong Chinh. 


The committee ratified the government's proposal on dividing the Ministry of Power and 
Coal into the Ministry of Power and the Ministry of Mines and Coal, and the Ministry of 
Grain and Food Products into the Ministry of Food Industry and the Ministry of Food. 

It also adopted an amendment to the 1961 law on the electoral regulations of the 
people's councils of all levels. 


New Ministerial Posts 
OW241621 Hanoi VNA in English 1611 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 24 Jan (VNA)--Acting President Nguyen Huu Tho has signed a decree on the 
appointment of new governmental posts in accordance with the resolution of the January 
22 session of the National Assembly Standing Committee. 


The changes are: Tran Quynh, formerly minister and vice chairman of the State Planning 
Commission is appointed vice-premier; Vu Tuan, formerly minister of the Premier's 
Office, is appointed minister of food industry; Ho Viet Thang is relieved of the post 
of minister of grain and food products; La Lam Gia is appointed minister of food; Tran 
Van Hien is relieved of the post of minister of home trade; Tran Phuong, formerly 
minister and vice chairman of the State Planning Commission, is appointed minister of 
home trade; Nguyen Canh Binh replaces Nguyen Thanh Binh as minister of water conser- 
vancy; Nguyen Tien Trinh replaces Do Chinh as minister of marine products; Phan Xuan 
Dot replaces Tran Kien as minister of forestry; Nguyen Chan is relieved of his post of 
minister of power and coal; Pham Khai is appointed minister of power; Nguyen Chan 
(spelled and pronounced differently from the former in Vietnamese) is appointed min- 
ister of mines end coal; Dang Viet Chau is appointed minister of the Premier's Office; 
and Vu Dai is appointed minister and vice chairman of the State Planning Commission. 


SLOGANS SETS FOR VCP FOUNDING ANNIVERSARY 


BK251516 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 24 Jan 81 
{Slogans Marking the 5lst Founding Anniversary of the VCP] 
[Text] Long live the VCP! 


Advance to the fifth party congress with new achievements in socialist construction 
and national defense! 
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Actively promote the emulation movement for productive labor and economization to 
successfully implement ti.e 1981 state plan! 

Long live invincible Marxism-Leninism! 

Long live the SRV! 

Great President Ho Chi Minh lives forever in our cause! 


FURTHER ON BURMESE FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT 


Meets Pham Van Dong 
0W231523 Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 23 Jan 81 


{Text} Hanoi, 23 Jan (VNA)--Premier Pham Van Dong on January 22 received U Lay Maung, 
foreign minister of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma on a visit here. 


With the premier were Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, Vice Foreign Minister Hoang Anh 
Tuan and Vietnamese Aubassador to Burma Nguyen Quang Huy. Also present was Burmese 
Ambassador U Ong Min. 


The Burmese foreign minister conveyed best regards from Burmese President Ne Win to 
acting President Nguyen Huu Tho, Premier Pham Van Dong and the other Vietnamese lead- 
ers. He expressed Burma's desire to enhance the friendship between the two countries 
and formulated the best wishes for the Vietnamese people. 


Premier Pham Van Dong said he is confident that the Burmese foreign minister's visit to 
Vietnam will open a new stage in the relations of friendship and cooperation between 
Vietnam and Burma, thus contributing to the maintenance of peace, national independence 
and stability in Indochina and Southeast Asia as a whole. 


The Vietnamese premier asked Foreign Minister U Lay Maung to convey to President Ne Win 
warm greetings from acting President Nguyen Huu Tho, himself and the other Vietnamese 
leaders. 


The reception took place in a cordial and friendly atmosphere. 
Leaves Hanoi 24 Jan 
0W240727 Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT 24 Jan 81 
[Text] Hanoi, 24 Jan (VNA)--The foreign minister of the Socialist Republic of the 


Union of Burma, U Lay Maung, and his party left Hanoi this morning after a three-day 
visit to Vietnam at the invitation of Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach. 


Talks were held between the two foreign ministers on strengthening the friendship and 
cooperation between the two countries in the interest of the safeguarding of national 
independence and of national construction in each country. 


Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach has accepted the invitation of his Burmese counterpart 
to pay a friendship visit to Burma. 


While here, the Burmese foreign minister paid a floral tribute at the the Ho Chi Minh 
Museum, visited Ho Chi Minh City and called on Premier Pham Van Dong who had a cordial 
conversation with hin. 
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HANOI REBUKES THAI RULING CIRCLES OVER KAMPUCHEA 


BK231257 Hanoi International Service in Thai 1130 GMT 22 Jan 81 
[Unattributed commentary: "How Can One Defend Himself Following Such a Deep Involvement?"] 


[Text] During Japanese Prime Minister Zenko Suzuki's short visit to Thailand, Indochina's 
next door neighbor, we heard the Thai ruling circles tell their guest that Thailand is 
neither a cause nor a party to the conflict in Kampuchea, but that it has to suffer the 
adverse effects from it. What is the truth behind this claim? Let us go back to the past 
in order to find it. 


You must still recall that 2 years ago, when the Kampuchean people rose up to topple the 

Pol Pot clique, the clique was reduced to starving remnants fighting among themselves for 
food and shelter. Had not some people in the ruling circle of your country opened Thailand's 
border as a sanctuary for those people, as instructed by Beijing, nothing would be as it 

is today. There would be none of those remnants left to resist the peaceful construction 

of the Kampuchean people and create tensicn along the Thai-Kampuchean border. 


Yet some people in the ruling circles of your country did not stop there, but have gone 
even further with every passing day in their commitment to Beijing's policy, arrogantly 
interfering in the internal affairs and violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Kampuchea. They have ordered Thai youths to take up arms and launch offensive drives 
inside Kampuchea in support of the remnant Pol Pot troops. Already in the early days of 
this year, they have fired more than 100 artillery salvos into Kampuchea to pave the way 
for the remnant troops to launch sabotage activities inside Kampuchea. The Siem Reap 
newspaper of Kampuchea correctedly stated last 20 July that some people in the ruling 
circles of Thailand were caring for the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique, making them fat and then 
sending them back for resistance work in Kampuchea, which is now under the leadership of 
Chairman Heng Samrin. That is what they have done. 


Yet when Japanese Prime Minister Suzuki visited Thailand recently some people in the Thai 
ruling circles complained that they are victims of the adverse effects from the conflict 

at the Thai-Kampuchean border although they have no part in it. We believe our friends who 
love justice will not be very happy with that kind of distortion. And you will be even more 
unahppy to realize that those people are not only trying to deceive public opinion and duck 
their responsibility, but are also trying to deceive you by covering up their dark scheme-- 
an act contrary to the spirit of peace and stability to which you all aspire. 


VIETNAM-FRANCE JOINT COMMITTEE HOLDS 2D SESSION 


0W231515 Hanoi VNA in English 1509 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Hanoi, 23 Jan (VNA)--The Vietnam-France Joint Committee for Cultural, Scientific 

and Technological Cooperation has held its second session. The Vietnamese delegation was 

led by Vu Quoc Uy, acting chairman of the Commission for Cultural Relations With Foreign 
Countries, and the French delegation by Francois Michel, head of the Department for 
Education and Linguistic Exchanges, under the Foreign Ministry. In a friendly atmosphere 
of mutual understanding the two sides reviewed work since the first session of the committee 
in May 1978, and planned for the coming years. Outside the meeting, the French delegation 
paid a floral tribute at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum and visited the home of the late presi- 
dent. It called on a number of cultural, educational, public health and scientific 
establishments, and was cordially received by Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach. 
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AUSTRALIA 


NEWPAPERS ON TORTURE CLAIMS BY U.S. HOSTAGES 


0W231446 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0720 GMT 23 Jan 81 
{From “Australian Editorial Opinion" program] 


[Text] In today's editorial, the national daily THE AUSTRALIAN comments on the reaction 
in the United States to the claims of torture by the hostages just released from Iran. 
The paper says the Iranian problem, which turned the last 2 years of Jimmy Carter's 
presidency into a nightmare and contributed to his loss of office, is providing immediate 
challenges for Ronald Reagan. The way he handles them is being watched by an appre- 
hensive world. 


There is no doubt, says the paper, that Mr Carter's report prepared on his flight back to 
Washington from West Germany will increase the already mounting anger throughout the 
United States as more reports of brutality emerge from the former hostages. 


According to the paper, the Middle East situation is still so charged with uucertainty 
and danger to global peace that a hurried move could prove fatal. The paper concludes 
that most people expected theIranians to torment and abuse the hostages and Mr Reagan 
must not overreact. 


The Brisbane CCURIER-MAIL writes that the horror of Iran's actions has been inflamed by 
the revulsion at the treatment the hostages received. One month ago, says the paper, 
Iran's executive affairs minister, Mr Nabavi, said that hostages were living in luxury 
hotels. Yet, the bitter truth is that the Iranians committed heinous crimes beyond the 
previously known ones of kidnaping and blackmail. The paper concludes that the world 
will join the United States in condemnation of Iran for this outrage, and the !ranians 
are now branded as barbarians, thugs and thieves and their leaders as liars. 


PRC, AUSTRALIA TO EXCHANGE DEFENSE ATTACHES 


0W251133 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1230 GMT 24 Jan 8i 


[Text] China and Australia are to exchange defense attaches following an announcement in 
Beijing that Australia had accepted China's long-standing invitation to the exchange. 


Australia's Foreign Minister Mr Street told his Chinese counterpart, Mr Huang Hua, during 
the first session of their talks in Beijing that Australia was now willing to make the 
exchange. 


Radio Australia's correspondent in Beijing (Richard Prate) says a Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said before the talks began that they believe the exchange in military attaches 
would help in the development of overall defense cooperation between Australia and China. 


The Soviet Union and Vietnam both came under attack during the welcoming banquet for Mr 
Street when he arrived at the start of a 4-day visit. In his welcoming speech, Mr Huang 
Hua said China was prepared to work with Australia in an effort to contain Soviet 
expansionism. 


CHRISTMAS ISLANDERS TO GET AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP 


0W231544 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 1230 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Residents on Australia's Indian Ocean territory of Christmas Island are to be 
given Australian citizenship. The immigration minister, Mr MacPhee, says the migration 
act has been extended to include the island and an immigration official is already on the 
island to deal with the change. 
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JAKARTA DECLINES COMMENT ON NATUNA ISLAND ISSUE 


BK221531 Hong Kong AFP in English 1102 GMT 22 Jan 81 


{Text] Jakarta, 22 Jan (AFP)--The Indonesian Foreign Ministry today disclaimed responsi- 
bility over a statement by its ambassador to Hanoi that Vietnam had abandoned its claim on 
part of the Indonesian Natuna Islands group in the South China Sea. 


“We preferto say nothing about it and we do not want to be linked with it," a ministry 
official said. But he confirmed that negotiations about the continental shelf boundaries 
between Indonesia and Vietnam would resume in Jakarta. 


The date for the talks had not been set, he said. 
Indonesian Ambassador to Vietnam Sudarsono was quoted by several Jakarta newspapers as 
saying after a meeting with President Suharto yesterday that Hanoi had dropped its claim 


and agreed to solve the problem through a compromise. The ambassador is here for con- 
sultation with the government. 


MALIK LEAVES JAKARTA FOR AT-TA'IF ISLAMIC SUMMIT 


BK240719 Jakarta OANA in English 0704 GMT 24 Jan 81 


{Text] Jakarta, 24 Jan (OANA/-ANTARA/ Newspool)--Vice President Adam Malik left here by air 
early this morning for Saudi Arabia to attend the Islamic Conference Organisation (ICO) 
summit in At-Ta‘if January 25. Present at Halim Perdanakusumah International Airport 

here to bid farewell to the vice president were Minister/State Secretary Sudharmono, 
Minister for Religious Affairs Alamsyah Ratu Perwiranegara and a number of ambassadors and 
city government officials. 


The Republic of Indonesia airliner carrying the vice presidential party to the five-day 
At-Ta'if Islamic summit took off from Halim Perdanakusumah at slightiy after 8:00 am in 
bright weather. 


According to the program, Vice President Adam Malik was expected back in Jakarta on January 
31. 


The party of the vice president, heading the Indonesian delegation to the Islamic summit 
in Saudi Arabia, included legislators, Muslims ulamas (clergy), ranking government officials, 
youth representatives and journalists totalling 40 persons. 


SUHARTO RECEIVES PHILIPPINE, ROK AMBASSADORS 


BK240821 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0747 GMT 24 Jan 81 


{Text] Jakarta, 24 Jan (ANTARA)--President Suharto Saturday [24 January] morning at Istana 
Merdeka received the credentials of newly appointed Philippine Ambassador Manuel Yan and 
Republic of Korea Ambassador Han Wu-suk. 


Delivering a reply to a presentation speech of Ambassador Yan, President Suharto said that 
the existing friendly relations and cooperation between the Philippines and Indonesia had 
become even stronger and efforts to further strengthen these fraternal ties should be 
continued. 


He said such friendly relations and cooperation bore the‘r influence in the framework of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, grouping Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand. 


Referring to the Kampuchean problem, the Indonesian leader regrettably noted that the 
situation in Kampuchea remained unchanged though efforts had been made internationally 
demanding the withdrawal of foreign troops from that country and to allow the people of 
Kampuchea to decide their own future and fate free from any interference by outside forces. 
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Indonesia, like the Philippines, the president continued, was carrying out constructive 
efforts initiated so far in the efforts at seeking a comprehensive political solution 
to the Kampuchea problem satisfying all parties concerned. 


The president then said that he had no doubts that ASEAN would be able to urge neighbour 
countries in the region to live in peace towards the creation of a peaceful region and a 
free and neutral Southeast Asia. 


In his address after accepting the credentials of Ambassador Han Wu-suk, the president said 
that there was continuous progress in the relations between South Korea and Indonesia due to 
the similarities in their principles and national goals. 


The president said that the mutually benefitting cooperation between their two countries 
and peoples also showed an increase and should be further strengthened and expanded 
towards mutual benefit and interests. 


The sincere cooperation between the two nations definitely constituted a positive contri- 
bution to the preservation of stability in this region and world peace in general, President 
Suharto declared. 


BRIEFS 


BALI RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM--Bali Province has resettled some 24,462 families consisting of 
105,699 members to transmigration projects in various parts of the country over the last 
17 years. The Balinese transmigrants were resettled in Lampung, Benkulu, 

south Sumatra, north Sumatra, north Sulawesi, central Sulawesi, south Sulawesi, southeast 
Sulawesi and Iran Jaya Provinces. Under the current third 5-year development pian, Bali 
Province has targeted some 18,750 families consisting of 93,750 members for resettlement, 
but so far only 3,884 families consisting of 17,294 members have been resettled. [Jakarta 
Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 25 Jan 81 BK] 


LAMPUNG RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM--Lampung Province resettled a total of 3,529 familes as of 
December 1980. They were resettled at the Sungai Tungkai Utara transmigration projedt om 
northern Lampung. The target of resettlement for the 198-1981 fiscal year was 5,000 
families and the remaining 1,471 families will be resettled at the latest by the middle of 
next February. [Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 25 Jan 81 BK] 


CENTRAL JAVA HARBOR--Jakarta, 23 Jan (OANA-ANTARA}-Cilalap harbour on central Java's 
southern coast has since January this year been declared an A class harbour, operating on 
a round-the-clock system. The brings the total of A class harbours to seven, the other 
six being: Tanjungpriok, Tanjungperak, Dumai, Padang, Panjang and Belawan, according to 
Suharsono, chief of the Cilacap Customs and Excise Inspectorate. He said the promotion 
of the status of Cilacap harbour followed increased loading and unloading activities in 
the south of central Java and the southeastern part of west Java. A total of 150 vessels 
visited Cilacap harbour during the last 3 months. The number was made up of 66 vessels 
carrying imported goods and 84 carrying export commodity. Earlier, only 30-40 vessels 
visited Cilacap a month. [Excerpt] [Jakarta OANA in English 0921 GMT 24 Jan 81 BK] 


AMBASSADOR TO BURMA, NEPAL--Jakarta, 23 Jan (ANTARA)--Former south Sumatra Governor Asnawi 
Mangkualam has been appointed by the Indonesian Government as the new ambassador 
extraordinary and plenipotentiary of Indonesia to the Republic of the Union of Burma and 
the Kingdom of Nepal. He is to replace Ambassador Wahcno. [Excerpt] [Jakarta ANTARA in 
English 0830 GMT 23 Jan 81 BK] 
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NEW EMERGENCY POWERS DECREE FOR MARCUS ANNOUNCED 


0W260629 Hong Kong AFP in English 0619 GMT 26 Jan 81 


{Text] Manila, 26 Jan (AFP)--A new decree giving President Ferdinand Marcos emergency 
powers to decide on tax changes was announced today, more than a week after the president 
announced the end of martial law and his decree-making powers. Official government 
reports said the new decree was dated Jan 16, the day before the lifting of martial law. 


Under the decree, President Marcos can still issue decrees to change tax rates “if these 
changes are needed to prevent unemployment and prevent economic and social dislocation." 
These new decree-making powers will be exercised “when the National Assembly may not be 
able to act on needed changes on short notice," Bureau of Internal Revenue officials 
said. 


Critics have denounced the various emergency decree-making powers of the president as 
factors which make the lifting of martial law a "farce." Other assemblymen have urged 
Malacanang Palace to make public all presidential decrees and proclamations. 


MARCOS ABOLISHES PRINT, BROADCAST MEDIA COUNCILS 


OW231155 Hong Kong AFP in English 1102 GMT 23 Jan 81 


[Text] Manila, 23 Jan (AFP)--Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos issued a decree 
today abolishing the Print and Broadcast Media Councils, virtually paving the way for 
the restoration of press freedom after eight years of prior media licensing. The 
decree, which comes almost a week after President Marcos announced the lifting of 
martial law and the end of his decree-making powers except during emergency security 
situations, was dated January 15. 


The new decree repeals a 1974 decree creating the two councils and transfers media 
registration procedures back to the Securities and Exchange Commission and the national 
telecommunications system along with the other businesses. An official palace statement 
said the decree will “pave the way for full political normalization and will allow 
professional media organizations to police their own ranks." 


Mr Marcos had said that with the lifting of martial law media will be "free to operate 
as they wish as long as they do not violate libel and sedition laws." 


Media Hails Decision 
HK240458 Manila FEBC in English 0400 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] The media sector hailed the abolition of the Print Media Council and the 
Broadcast Media Council by the President. The National Press Club through its 

President (Orla Peron) said the action taken by President Marcos removes the remaining 
vestiges of restrictions. He said press and broadcast journalism can now look forward 

to a truly free and at the same time responsible journalism. In thanking President 
Marcos for his move, (Peron) also called on the various media organizations to be zealous 
in self-regulation and self-discipline necessary for the realization of a responsible 
and fruitful press. 


GOVERNMENT TO REVIEW BAN AGAINST STRIKES 


HK250557 Manila FEBC in English 0400 GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] The strike ban is up for study. Labor Minister Blas Ople said yesterday he 

would call a meeting of labor, government and industry representatives in mid-March to 
revise the list of industries where strikes are banned, to serve as a guideline for the 
Batasang Pambansa. Nine big workers’ organizations forming themselves into a new labor 
center yesterday demanded the resoration of the right to strike in all industries. The 
new organization, the Pagkakisa NG Manggagawang Filipino or Solidarity, claims membership 
of more than 1 million workers. 


IV. 26 Jan 81 P 2 PHILIPPINES 


Further Details 
0W240636 Hong Kong AFP in English 0620 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Manila, 24 Jan (AFP)--Philippine Labor Minister Blas Ople today said the govern: ent 
would continue to utilize compulsory arbitration and tripartite approach through labor, 
management and government dialogue in settling [words indistinc]. Speaking on the labor 
prospects after martial law, Mr Ople told members of a civil organization that arbitration 
had teen very effective in settling disputes between labor and capital during the 
eight-year-old martial law period, and this more peaceful means would continue to be 
exploited by the government. Mr Ople said the Jan 17 lifting of martial law would lead 

to the liberalization of labor laws, but this does not mean that the gains made during 

the period of emergency would be surrendered to return to "naked economic confrontation" 
as the only way to settling industrial disputes? 


He said his ministry is now undertaking a review of the li © vital industries which 
was drawn up during martial law to identify the sectors w ‘ch are prohibited to stage 
strikes and lockouts. He stressed that the workers’ right strike and lockout had 
not been curtailed against martial law by citing that during the period the ministry 
recorded an average of 50 strikes a year. He said the Labor Ministry will be convening 
a national tripartite conference in mid-March to trim down the list of vital industries 
where strikes are prohibited. 


Mr Ople said the conference on labor relations will formulate more guidelines and come 
up with more liberal set of regulations covering a broad area of negotiated agreements 
to facilitate the way to industrial peace. 


MOUNTING STUDENT AGITATION FOR COUNCILS, PAPERS 


HK240457 Manila FEBC in English 0400 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] The Ministry of Education reported mounting agitation in school campuses for the 
revival of student organizations and publications following the lifting of martial law. 
Education Minister Onofre Corpuz said his office is being swamped with inquiries on the 
formation of student councils arid reviving student papers. He said the legal opinion 

of Justice Minister Ricardo Puno has heen sought. The stand of the Education Ministry 
will be based on the ruling by Justice Minister Puno. Higher Education Director 
(Antonio Delaw) said there is now a marked restlessness among student leadership, marked 
by activities in and off campuses. However, he said there was no cause for alarm. 
According to (Delaw), the situation is normal in the campuses. 


BATASANG DEADLOCKED OVER CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 


HK250558 Manila FEBC in English O400GMT 25 Jan 81 


[Text] The Batasang Committee on Constitutional Amendments is in a deadlock over five 
major proposals amending the constitution. The problem has prompted the body to convene 
on Wednesday and force a final vote. The committee, headed by majority leader Jose 
Rone, consumed more than 3 hours last week debating the proposals but still failed to 
arrive at a decision because of serious disagreements among members on various pro- 
visions and even the phrasing of some provisions. Of the 14 consolidated proposals, the 
committee has so far resolved only 4, excluding several others introduced lately in the 
chamber. 


Other Developments 
HK260457 Manila FEBC in English 0400 GMT 26 Jan 681 
[Text] The group of 21 assemblymen headed by Pedro Mendiola of southern Tagalog has 


proposed civilian control for the country's integrated national police [INP]. The 
proposed measure was filed with the Batasang yesterday. 
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The bill will place the integrated national police under the office of the president 

and will be headed by a civilian director-general. The INP will function directly under 
the National Police Commission. The proposers of the bill said the move will enhance 
further civilian cooperation with the police, which is essential in the maintenance of 
law and order and successful countering of criminality. 


Mearwhile, Assemblyman (Arturo i lentino) urged early approval of the education bili by 
the Batasang Pambansa. He said tne measure is one of the most important bills considered 
by the: Batasang. The education bill provides among others for the exemption of private 
schools from real estate and income taxes, the removal of all restrictions on academic 
freedom, and exclusion of the University of the Philippines from supervision of the 
Ministry of Education. 


In another development at the Batasang, Assemblyman Salvador Laurel of Batangas said 
opposition groups are going around the country to test the sincerity of the gcvernment 
in lifting martial law. He said the peoples should know what is really happening in 
in connection with the lifting of martial law. He also urged the president to take up 
certain measures that will prove martial law has really been lifted. 


The Batasang is all set to approve the judiciary revamp bill on second reading. The 
measure was reported out yesterday by the Batasang Committee on Justice, Human Rights 

and Good Government, with about 40 major changes and 9 amendments. Among the major 
changes are the power of the intermediate appellate courts to grant retrial, try cases 
and conduct hearings, receive evidence and other acts necessary to resolve factual issues. 
The bill also provides the estab)ishment of municipal trial courts or municipal special 
courts. 


In a related move, a number of judges and employees may be legislated out of office with 
the approval of the judiciary revamp bill. However, their removal will be [words 
indistinct]. They will be entitled to all the benefits due them. This report about 
impeding removal of judges and court employees was contrary to assurances given earlier 
by Justice Miniiter Ricardo Puno that there will be no layoffs when the judiciary revamp 
is carried out. 


Criticism of Batasang 
HK240501 Manila FEBC in English 2330 GMT 23 Jan 81 
{Station commentary: "A Very Poor Start" ] 


[Text] Recently, the Batasang Pambansa failed in the first test of their restored task 
of lawmaking. Lack of quorum raised by the opposition prevented the Batasang from 
pasing a resolution accepting full responsibility for legislation. Assemblyman Salvador 
Laurel, in blocking the passage of the resolution, noted that the assembly attendance 
was below the required number of quorum. This forced Speaker (Calube Macalintal) to 
adjourn the session. 


This is quite disturbing. With the just-concluded transfer of full legislative powers 
by President Marcus to the Batasang, the legislative body more than anything else is 
expected to come up to the challenge of assuming the sole responsibility of making laws 
that will respond to the people's needs, and laws that will bring about a more developed 
and mature political system in the country. The president even alerted them to face the 
problems that will stand in the way of full normalization. 


We would just like to say that lack of quorum in the Batasang more than anything else 
gives the public the impression that many Batasant members have not yet truly dedicated 
themselves to their prime tasks as legislators. The small attendance in the first 
meeting Suggests many things, the worst could be disinterest on the part of the 
Batasang memcers, and thia needless to say is a very poor start. We are afraid that the 
public might be tempted to think that Batasang members have not yet learned to focus 
their attention on priority matters that affect national interests. 
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We call on the Batasang to respond equally to their task as mandated by the people. A 
full attendance is an indication that they go about their duty with dispatch and dedication 
that truly reflect their role as true public servants. 


LABOR MINISTER DENOUNCES POLITICAL OPPOSITION 


0W240607 Hong Kong AFP in English 0545 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Manila, 24 Jan (AFP)--Philippine Labor Minister Blas Ople today twitted the country's 
political opposition which, he said, had againbeen thrown “off balance" and caught lacking 
the skills needed to face challenges posed by the unexpected lifting of martial law last 
week. Mr Ople told a gathering of civic organization that members of the opposition are 
still “wallowing” in self pity and skepticism over the action of President Ferdinand Marcos 
who created a new political and legal climate when he lifted the state of martial law 

Jan 17. “Some still couldn't believe that martial law had been lifted," he said. 


"To the opposition, the lifting of martial law couldn't be meaningful so long as President 
Marcos heads the government and so long as the government doesn't dissolve itself and offer 
its reins of power to the opposition on a silver platter," he said. In lamenting the sad 
state of the opposition, Mr Ople said he could not help admiring a man of Mr Marcos’ 

caliber who wielded his will and skill in one masterful stroke and “changed the course 

of history when least expected to do so." He pointed out that Mr Marcos could not be expected 
to provide the opposition with leadership skills and much more offer them “on a silver 
platter" the leadership of government since they had not earned the right in any way. Mr 
Ople said the opposition should instead try to rise up to the challenges by earning their 
“nitches" since the Marcos administration could not be expected to surrender its leadership. 
Now that the state of martial law had been lifted, Mr Ople said, the Philippines can now 
look forward to a period of continuing national unity brought about by the reforms undertaken 
during the eight-year period of martial law. 


MINISTER ON CASES' TRANSFER TO CIVIL COURTS 


HK240504 Manila FEBC in English 0400 GMT 24 Jan 81 


[Text] Persons accused in cases retained with the military tribunals can still petition 
for transfer of their cases to the civil courts. The petition must be filed directly 
with President Marcos, who will have to approve the transfer of the case. This was 
announced by Justice Minister Ricardo Puno to newsmen yesterday. However, the justice 
minister said the approval of any case for transfer to the civil courts will mean a waiver 
of the issue of double jeopardy by the petitioner. Earlier, cases already on trial or 
awaiting decision by the military tribunals were retained to avoid the issue of double 
jeopardy in the event of transfer to the civilian courts. All cases awaiting trial 
have been moved to the civil courts after martial law was lifted by President Marcos. 


FURTHER MINDANAO FLOODS CAUSE SECURITY CONCERNS 


HK260506 Manila FEBC in English 0400 GMT 26 Jan 81 


[Excerpts] In flood-ravaged northeastern Mindanao, bad weather and rains which are 
falling anew are hampering relief operations in the stricken provinces and cities. The 
floods have risen anew as the renewed rains caused rivers to flood, cutting off highways 
and roads. The heavy reins have grounded even helicopters being used in transporting 
relief goods and personnel. Officials fear the situation will deteriorate further unless 
the weather improves [words indistinct]. The damage to crops and property could reach 

250 million pesos. All of northern Mindanao has been proclaimed a state of calamity area 
by President Marcos. Officials have expressed concern that the flood situation in Mindanao 
may affect the peace and order situation and backlog security conditions of the region. 


